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A message from the Office 
 

Je vous souhaite un Joyeux Noël et une Bonne Année. 
J’espère que vous trouverez des moments pour 
célébrer la beauté de cette joyeuse saison avec votre 
famille et vos amis. We wish you a wonderful holiday 
season filled with happiness and quality family time. 
We have a lot of awesome things happening this 
month at Brisbane including letter writing, festive 
Mailbox decorating and our Christmas choral sing by 
our school choir.  

 
   It was wonderful to see so many parents come in to 
meet their child’s teachers. Parent teacher 
communication is an important part of student 
success.  Thank you for continuing to support home 
and school communication.  We encourage home 
reading of 20 minutes each night. Parents play a vital 
role in supporting this initiative. Parents can read to 
their children, share interesting articles they have 
read, and model both the love and importance of 
reading at home. Students in French immersion do not 
start formal English instruction until grade 3 so please 
support reading in English at home. 

 
We hope to see you at our Holiday Concert in 

December. You can also look forward to beautiful 
art displays as well as a performance by our Choir 
followed by a sing-a-long for all to enjoy! 

 
From the Brisbane staff and students, we wish 
everyone a safe, relaxing and enjoyable holiday and 
look forward to an exciting New Year! 

 
R. Anand & A. Myer 

 
 
 
 

                      Please join us for a 
    Choral Christmas Showcase 
                     

Come enjoy a festive moment where 
you will listen and sing-a-long to 

Christmas music both old and new! 
 

Please attend 1 performance 
Tuesday, Dec 20th @ 9:15am - Dress 

rehearsal  
Wednesday, Dec 21 @ 2:00 pm - Matinee 

Tuesday Dec 21 @ 7:00 pm 
 
 
 
Our Brisbane school Choir will be singing some 
Christmas songs.  A small handful of carols will be 
sung sing-along style with the community. Please 
come to one event and if possible attend the 
matinees in order to make space for the evening 
concert Dec 21st. 

 
Before the music in the gym please tour the 
‘North Pole Museum of Fine Art’. Classes will have art 
presentations demonstrating the spirit of the 
holidays reflected throughout the halls of the school  
and the We Team will have a Bake Sale and hot 
chocolate for sale in the pod. 

 
Additional parking will be available in the bus 

zones during this special event so please park 
in this area. 



Christmas Carol Sing 
 

To get into the holiday spirit, we will be singing 

carols Thursday, December 22nd and Friday 

December 23rd 
 
at 9am in the gym. Parents are 

welcome to attend!  

 
 
 

Letters to Friends and Staff 

 
 
 
 

Holiday letter writing will begin in December at 
Brisbane and our elves will be busy delivering mail! 
All students have the opportunity to write a letter to 
each other and staff in the school to help build 
writing skills. 

 
The hallways will have creative names such as 
Snowflake Court and Blizzard Blvd. Each class 
decorates a creative mailbox to receive letters from 
students. We have many elf volunteers to deliver the 
letters. Elves sort the letters and deliver them every 
second break. We are encouraging positive letter 
writing from K-6 to build writing skills, and holiday 
spirit (except the mailbox beauty contest...that's pure 
competition!!!). We hope everyone has fun with it, let 
me know if you have any questions :)   Happy writing! 

 
Mrs. Tozer Anderson 
 

Bracelet Fundraiser 

A Stella and Dot parent representative would like to 

donate all of her commissions from sales from the 

following bracelet into the Brisbane Playground Fund. 

The bracelet being featured for this fundraiser is the 

"Pave Wishing bracelet". They are $24 each +tax and 

shipping and come in silver or gold.  

***Please purchase between Dec 5th-12th*** 

 

Shop direct from the link below: 

Silver bracelet link: 
http://bit.ly/2gjI1kR 
 

Gold bracelet link: 
http://bit.ly/2gjGkE3 

 

Thank you in advance for supporting this fundraiser to 

help raise money for our playground. If you have any 

questions please feel free to contact Kristen directly.  

Kristen Livingston 

ksjlivingston@gmail.com 

(416) 565-8925 
 

Spirit Days 

 
Students, staff and volunteers are invited to get 
creative and dress up for our spirit days this month 
for the holidays. 

 
In January, we will have a school spirit day and 
students are encouraged to wear their school colours 
to show that we are off to a great start, full of spirit 
and pride, in the New Year! 

 

Fri. Dec 16th - Red and Green day 

Wed. Dec. 21st  ~ Sparkle and Shine Day 

Fri. Dec. 23rd – Christmas Sweaters and Santa Hats 
Fri. Jan 8- Wear red and white for school spirit 

 

Making Math Meaningful 
 
Everyday children go about their daily lives exploring 
and discovering things around them, and by doing so 
they’re exposed to the world of mathematics. And 
since mathematics has become increasingly 
important in this technological age, it 
is even more important for our children to learn 
math at home, as well as in school. 

 
Attitude is Important 
How do you as a parent feel about math? Your 
feelings will have an impact on how your children 
think about math and themselves as 
mathematicians. Take a few minutes to reflect on 
these questions: 
Do you think everyone can learn math? Do you 
think of math as useful in everyday life? Do you 
believe that most jobs today require math skills? If 
you answer "yes" to most of these questions, then 
you are probably encouraging your child to think 
mathematically. Positive attitudes about math are 
important for your child's success. 

http://bit.ly/2gjI1kR
http://bit.ly/2gjGkE3
mailto:ksjlivingston@gmail.com


 
Mathematics as Problem Solving, Communication, 
and Reasoning 
Helping your child learn to solve problems, to 
communicate mathematically, and to demonstrate 
reasoning abilities are fundamental to learning 
mathematics. These attributes will improve your 
child's understanding and interest in math 
concepts and thinking. 
 
A problem solver is someone who questions, 
investigates, and explores solutions to problems. They 
stick with a problem to find a solution and understand 
that there may be different ways to arrive at an answer 
and attempt different ways to get there. You can 
encourage your child to be a good problem solver by 
involving him or her in family decision making using 
math. 

 
To communicate mathematically means to use 
words, numbers, or mathematical symbols to explain 
situations; to talk about how you arrived at an 
answer; to listen to others' ways of thinking and 
perhaps alter their thinking; to use pictures to 
explain something; and to write about math, not just 
give an answer. You can help your child learn 
to communicate mathematically by asking your child 
to explain a math problem or answer. Ask your child 
to write about the process she or he used, or to draw 
a picture of how he or she arrived at an answer to a 
problem. 

 

We Day  
 
This year, our grade 6 students watched   the   We   Day 

Toronto telecast in the school gym so that all students 

could participate.   They made a We Team Flag, posters 

for upcoming events, We are Silent bracelets  and 

learned the We dance.   

 

The grade 6 students are excited to continue to raise 

funds towards our g o a l  to build a  school in 

Haiti.    It costs $10 000 to build a school with the 

Free the Children education program.   Over the past 

three years, the Brisbane We Team has raised $2675.   

Our students this year would like to raise $1000. Go 

We Team go! 

In December, the following four initiatives will be led 

by groups of students, working together to make a 

change locally and globally. 

 

1.   Coat Drive - The "We Team" students are 

collecting  new  or  gently  used  winter  coats  and 

snow pants from Monday, Nov. 28th to Friday, Dec. 

9th in the junior POD area. All donations will be 

greatly appreciated and shared in our local 

community. 

 

2.   Food Drive - A classroom challenge!  The "We 

Team" students are collecting non perishable food 

goods  from  Monday,  Dec.  12th  to  Wednesday,  Dec. 

21th.  The top primary and junior classes with the 

most food collected will receive a "special surprise" to 

share with their classmates! 
 
*Please note, food donations can also be dropped off 

at our Christmas  Choir performance on Wednesday, 

Dec. 21st as  well, look for marked boxes in the 

foyer and POD! 
 
3.  Bake Sale - Two day, nut free event!  

W e d n e s day, Dec. 21st (6:00 - 7pm), before the 

holiday choir performance, baked goods and hot 

chocolate will be on sale. The following day, 

Thursday, Dec. 22nd  (2nd nutrition break), baked 

goods only,  will  be on  sale in  the Pod. 
 
4.  Candy Grams - The "We Team" students will be 

selling Allan's nut free candy canes in the junior POD, 

to primary and junior students from Wednesday, Dec. 

14th - Thursday, Dec. 15th for 50 cents each.  

Students can share a holiday wish and treat with 

their friends.  The candy grams  will  be  delivered   

on   Friday,  Dec.  23rd,  our  last day  together  before  

the  holidays.    On behalf of Brisbane's  "We Team", 

thank you for your support, donations and happy 

holidays to you and yours. 

 
 

Medication at School             
 
The cold and flu bugs seem to have started their 
winter tour.  If your child is ill, it is best that they stay 
home, rest, and recover.  If your child requires 
medication while at school please be aware that 
paperwork allowing us to administer the medications 
must be filled out in advance. The form for 
administration of medication is available 
at the office. This includes prescription and over- 
the-counter medications such as Tylenol. All 
medications must be stored at the office. 



School Council 
 

School Council is a great way to be involved in the 
school community and make a positive contribution 
to your child’s education. Council meetings are held 
the second Tuesday of each month. 

● ● ● 
Next School Council Meeting 

Tuesday January 10th 
7:15 p.m. in the Library 

All are welcome! 
● ● ● 

 

Inclement Weather and 

Transportation 
 

When you hear the radio announcement, “All 
school taxis and buses in Centre Wellington and the 
Town of Erin will not be operating today”- your child’s 
bus or taxi is cancelled and the school remains open. 
During inclement weather, please listen to: Erin Radio 
88.1 
FM; 1460 AM CJOY; 106.1 Magic FM; Oldies 1090 
AM; 99.1 FM CBC; 105.3 Kool FM; Newstalk 570 
AM; 96.7 FM CHYM; or, watch CKCO-TV. These 
stations will announce cancellations. 
Bus cancellations are also reported on the Board 
website after 6:30 a.m. at: www.ugdsb.on.ca and 
on twitter @STWDSTS 
Brisbane is in the blue division 

 

Upcoming Events: 

December                 

 

   5    Dental screening –JK/SK, Gr 2 

   14     Pasta lunch 
16 Wear green or red day 
19-23 Book Fair-library 
19 Erin High School band visits 
20 Dress rehearsal Concert 2pm 
21 Sparkle and Shine Day 
21 Christmas Concert 2pm 
21 Christmas Concert 7pm 
23 Christmas sweater/Santa hats day 

 22-23 Carol singing 9am 

 

January 

 
9th   Back to school, Happy New Year 
9th-26th- Kindergarten registration (new process) 
10th  School Council Meeting (7:15 pm) 
13th  School Spirit Day ~ Wear Red&White 
 

 

Bus Blitz 
 
We have continued our bus incentive this Fall at 
Brisbane to encourage lining up properly in the 
gym and good bus behaviour. There are stickers 
awarded for bus lines that are showing exemplary 
practice in their bus line. Students will receive a 
bus line reward. We are also recognizing our 
awesome bus patrols who go above and beyond 
daily with exemplary leadership. Our bus patrols 
have received Storm tickets to recognize and 
celebrate their hard work.   
 
 

Hillsburgh Library Activities 
 
At the Hillsburgh Branch, Wellington County Library 
98B Trafalgar Rd. Hillsburgh   519.855.4010 

 
Several programs we will be offered during the 
month of December at the Hillsburgh Branch. 
Hillsburgh Branch, Wellington County Library 
98B Trafalgar Rd. Hillsburgh 
519.855.4010 

 
Decorate a Gift Bag (All Ages)  
Drop by the library and pick up supplies to decorate a 
Gift Bag. Return your bag for display and your name 
will be entered into a draw! Ages 3 to 12 years. 
Thursday, December 1 to Friday, December 23, during 
open hours 
 
‘Twas the Night Before Christmas Family Story 
Time (All Ages) 
Wear your pajamas and join us for some old-fashioned 
Christmas stories, and milk and cookies. Please 
register.  
Thursday, December 22, 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
 

Movie Afternoon (All Ages) 
Come enjoy a holiday showing of the new movie, 
The  BFG, based on the classic children’s  book by 
Roald Dahl.  Rated PG. Please register.  
Thursday, December 29, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/


Use of Technology 
 

A reminder that technology items should be kept at 
home unless there is a special project going on at 
school and students have been given permission by 
their teacher to bring it in to help with learning. The 
school is not responsible for lost devices.  

 

The Upper Grand District School Board now has 
Chromebooks for student use in all 25 public libraries 
across the district.  The program first launched in April 
at three pilot sites within the Wellington country 
library system and has grown to include all 25 public 
library branches that serve our region.   

 

Each branch has been outfitted with five Chromebooks 
that are available exclusively for Upper Grand students 
to access and complete their homework and 
assignments.  For more information, visit the board 
website at www.ugdsb.ca 

 

Book Fair  
 

Come to the Brisbane book fair the week of December 
19-23!  The book fair will be open during the evening 
of December 21st from 3:30 – 7:00.  Students will have 
an opportunity to visit the book fair and select their 
favourite books to enjoy for the holidays.   

 

Upper Grand Learning Foundation 
 

If you are looking for something for school staff, there 
will be an opportunity to purchase a gift in their name 
before the Christmas Choir performance on December 
21st.  The funds will go to the Upper Grand Learning 
Foundation and you will receive a card to provide as a 
gift.  All donations go toward supporting school 
initiatives, such as playground equipment.  Tax 
receipts are available for donations of $20 or more.  
Please visit a School Council rep who will be selling 
these before the Christmas Choral Sing.  Thank you for 
your support! 

 

Math Action Plan 

 
Please see our Brisbane Math Action plan goals to help 
improve student achievement in Math.  

 

 

Math Action Plan-Brisbane P. S. 
 
 

1.   Look at how to support students who are 
struggling by providing regular guided 
practice in Math 

 
 

2.   Increase and improve number sense skills and 
math fluency/facts in all grades through the 
use of Dreambox, Prodigy and Xtra Math 
(computer programs) at school and home 

 
 

3.   Math Impossible Initiative-focus on strands 
in a 6 week learning cycle in primary and 
junior and have focused goals for staff to 
work on. Team to plan questions for staff 
ahead of time. Answers to be shared on 
bulletin board to show math learning and 
thinking in a visible place. i.e. bulletin board, 
announcements. 

 
 

4.   Teach and expose students to a variety of 
multiple choice questions and open 
response questions from K-6 across all 
subject areas 

 
 

5.   Make Math more engaging, relevant, and 
fun to increase confidence and develop a 
positive attitude toward learning Math. 

 

 
 

Helping your child learn French 

 
Parents who don’t know French can help their 
child learn French. 

 
As a parent, the best thing you can do to help support 
your child’s learning is talk with him or her in the 
spoken language used at home. Talking helps build 
communication skills. 
These skills are transferable from one language to 
another. (Cummins, 1998) 

 
When engaging with your child, consider the 

following: 

•   listen to a television program together and ask 
your child to share his/her thinking 

•   listen to music and ask your child why he/she 
thinks the artist wrote the song 

http://www.ugdsb.ca/


•   listen to the radio and ask your child to share 
his/her opinion about what is happening in the 
city and/or the world 

•   use a variety of words (i.e, friendly, kind, 
considerate) 

•   allow your child to hear you questioning what 
you see and hear around you 

•   talk out loud as you attempt to solve a problem 
• tell your child a story about when you were little or 

tell him/her a story about something that 
happened at work that day and leave off the 
ending for him/her to provide ask your child to 
provide 3 things and make up a story that includes 
all three (example: a princess, a race 
car, and an ice cream cone) 

• read aloud daily to your child, talk about the 
pictures, make predictions and see if they come 
true 

• read to your child on vacation or during a long 
wait at the doctor’s office 

• read a book to your child and ask him/her what 
he/she would do if he/she was the main 
character 

•   leave notes for your child in his/her lunch box or 
school bag 

•   ask your child to leave notes for you around the 
house 

•   have your child create a to-do list 
 
 

Eat Smart – be HONEST with yourself about 

your eating habits 
 
 
When it comes to our eating and 
being green, we know three things 
for sure: 
• Litterless is best. 
• A balanced meal is key to good health. 
• Using produce that is organic and/or locally 

grown is a great way to reduce our 
environmental footprint. 

 
The more value we place on our food, the healthier we 
will be. Grow your own, pick your own, support local 
farmers, buy organic, choose sustainable, and eat more 
vegetarian meals. Buying food in its natural state 
reduces packaging and eliminates energy costs 
required in processing. You can make good choices 
and help reduce the amount of energy it takes to grow, 
package and ship food to your table. 

 
Having a green lunch has a new meaning now that 
more and more people are becoming conscious 
about how their everyday habits impact the future 
of the Earth. 

 
Did you know: Every child creates an average of 

30kg of garbage per year? That’s a lot of garbage 
every day that can easily be avoided. So when your 
food in a reusable lunch and snack 
container like Tupperware or a thermos, it helps. 

 
A green lunch is healthy – for us and the planet! Let’s 
go green, everyone! 

 

Talking About Mental Health – 
Heading into the Holiday Season 
 
 

31 Days of Taking Care of Ourselves 
 

In December, as the days get shorter and colder, we 

all need to take some time to do something good for 

ourselves. Taking a little time each day to take care of 

ourselves makes so much difference to keeping in 

good mental health. You may choose to do some 

activities on your own or with your family or with a 

friend. Try one or a few or try them all. Enjoy! 
 

December 1 : One Minute – Take deep breaths, in 

and out, for one minute. 
 

December 2 : Two Minutes – Smile at yourself in 

the mirror. 
 

December 3 : Three Minutes – Listen to a favourite 

song. 

December 4 : Four Minutes – Eat some fresh fruit. 

December 5 : Five Minutes – Light a candle and 

quietly watch the flame. 
 

December 6 : Six Minutes – Sit quietly for six 

minutes. 
 

December 7 : Seven Minutes – Enjoy the taste of a 

holiday snack. 
 

December 8 : Eight Minutes – Spend fun time with 

someone who a person or pet . 
 

December 9 : Nine Minutes – Think of the best 

things that happened this week. 
 



December 10 : Ten Minutes – Take some time out       

with a cup of tea. Sip slowly and enjoy. 
 

December 11 : Eleven Minutes – Sing along with 

your favourite songs. 

December 12 : Twelve Minutes – Send an email to a 

friend setting up a time to meet up during the 

holidays. 
 

December 13 : Thirteen Minutes – Draw, paint or 

doodle. 
 

December 14 : Fourteen Minutes – Go outside and 

breathe in the cool, crisp air. 
 

December 15 : Fifteen Minutes – Read a favourite 

story. 
 

December 16 : Sixteen Minutes – Call or skype with 

someone. 
 

December 17 : Seventeen Minutes – Do something 

active: dance, walk, run, skip, play. 
 

December 18 : Eighteen Minutes – Make a cup of 

hot chocolate and pay attention to the flavor and 

warmth as you sip– add marshmallows if desired. 
 

December 19 : Nineteen Minutes – Help someone 

else out who needs some extra help in the holidays. 
 

December 20 : Twenty Minutes –Watch the sunset 

on the shortest day of the year. 
 

December 21 : Twenty One Minutes – Enjoy the 

holiday decorations in your neighbourhood. 
 

December 22 : Twenty Two Minutes – Reflect on 

traditions you have enjoyed or currently enjoy. 
 

December 23 : Twenty Three Minutes –Make your 

favourite meal and enjoy every bite. 
 

December 24 : Twenty Four Minutes – Enjoy a 

bubble bath or extra long shower. 
 

December 25: Twenty Five Minutes – Take a walk 

to appreciate nature and being outside. 
 

December 26: Twenty Six Minutes – Take a nap, lie 

down and take a rest 

 

 

 

 

December 27: Twenty Seven Minutes - Watch your 
favourite TV show that makes you laugh. 

 
December 28: Twenty Eight Minutes – Spend time 

with friends or family. 
 

December 29: Twenty Nine Minutes – Go to the 

library and take out a new book, CD or DVD. 
 

December 30: Thirty Minutes – Take some time to do 

a hobby or something you enjoy that you have not 

done for a while. 
 

December 31: Thirty One Minutes – Make a list of all 

the things you were grateful for this year. 
 

Dr. Lynn Woodford, Psychologist, is the Mental 
Health and Addiction Lead for Upper Grand District 
School Board Follow me on twitter: 
@drlynnwoodford 

 
 

Lost and Found              
 
 

Please check out the items in the lost and found as 

they need a home! Please also label your child’s 

clothing to ensure we can return it. The lost and 

found will be open until Dec 23rd.  After that time, 

items will be donated. 
 
 
 
Battery Recycling program 

 
 
You are welcome to bring in batteries to the school 
and drop them in the bins located in the front foyer. 
This program helps to recycle batteries 
appropriately. 
 
 

Pizza/milk program 
 
Pizza and milk orders are available to purchase on 
school cash online for Term 2 (Jan 13-Mar 10th). 
Please remember to go on the website 
ugdsb.schoolcashonline.com to order.  
The final due date is Dec 18th. 

 
 
 
 
 



New JK FI Kindergarten Jan 9-26, 2017  
 
We had an information information session on Nov 
30th at Brisbane about the new process for registration 
for JK FI  students in Sept 2017.  All of the information 
is available at www.ugdsb.on.ca/jkfi 
You can also sign up for alerts when updates are 
posted. Registration starts Jan 9, 2017 and goes until 
Jan 26 at 4:00 pm. 

 
Violence Threat Risk Assessment 

Protocol (VTRA) 
 
The Upper Grand District School Board is 
committed to providing safe learning environments 
for all students, staff, school visitors, and community 
members. When a student behaves inappropriately, 
Principals use progressive 
discipline to help a student take responsibility for 
their actions, change their behaviour, and learn 
from their mistakes. 

 
When safety is threatened by the potentially violent 
or dangerous behaviour of a student, which places 
either the student or others at risk, school staff follow 
specific protocols for the protection of all. It is 
important that you and your children are aware of 
these protocols. 

 
For more information, please visit the board’s 
website: http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/parents/article.a 
spx?id=51057 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We wish all families a very happy and joyous 

holiday season!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lice 
 
Lice can be a nuisance and can spread quickly and 

easily.  Below are some suggestions on how to best 

treat and prevent a repeat infestation.  

- Continue combing and treatments over the 
next two weeks 

- Work a generous amount of hair 
conditioner through the hair then section 
the hair into 4 parts and comb through in 
small sections; wipe the comb on a paper 
towel after each pass through to look for 
lice, eggs and nits; spend about 10-20 
minutes combing through the hair 

- Treatment can include a purchased 
product from the pharmacy (speak to your 
pharmacist about your best options 
followed by and/or an oil soak to help 
smother any remaining lice.  Use olive oil, 
mineral oil or coconut oil. Saturate the 
scalp with oil and cover with a towel or 
shower cap.  Leave on for at least 4 hours 
or overnight.  Wash the oil out; lemon-
based products work well and a final rinse 
with apple cider vinegar will help loosen 
nits.  Towel dry the hair, apply conditioner 
and comb as above.   

- Set recently-worn clothing, stuffies and 
bedding aside for 48 hours or put in a hot 
dryer for 30 minutes then launder as usual 

- Vacuum your environment; focusing on 
areas where the head might rest (i.e., 
couch, chairs, car seats etc.) 

 

We are currently looking into 

providing an information session for 

parents to help understand how to remove 

nits and effectively deal with lice.  We are 

also looking at bringing in a service to do 

professional head lice checks at the school.   

Stay tuned for more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/jkfi
http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/parents/article.aspx?id=51057
http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/parents/article.aspx?id=51057
http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/parents/article.aspx?id=51057


http://calendarholidays.xyz/holiday/168/human-rights-day.  

 

 

 

 

Monthly Environmental Activities to help celebrate our planet 

December 10th is Human Rights Day! 

It is vital to teach our children to respect and take care of the environment. 

Celebrate Human Rights Day on December 10th!  

 “This year, Human Rights Day calls on everyone to stand up for someone's rights. It starts with each of 
us.” Step forward and defend the rights of someone whose voice is not being heard. Demonstrate an 
understanding of equality, human dignity and justice. Consider and be respectful of the rights and 
opinions of others, especially if they are different from yours. Recognize that human rights include the 
right for all of us to have access to clean water, unpolluted 
air and healthy food. 

 “There is no action that is too small: wherever you are, you 

can make a difference. Together, let’s take a stand for more 

humanity.”  

-- UN High Commissioner for Human Rights: Zeid Ra'ad Al 

Hussein” 

http://www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/ 

Simple yet meaningful ways for your family to celebrate the rights and 
responsibilities that we all share as human beings! 

 

 Learn about how children live in other parts of the world. Look at pictures on the web and 
discuss how we are the same and how we we are different. 

 Read the book: We Are All Born Free: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights in Pictures 
by Amnesty International 

 Read the Ontario Environmental Bill of Rights. Decide if there is a cause your family wants to 
support, or an Ecojustice action you want to take on. 

 Talk to someone you know who is from another country.  Where are they from?  What was 
their life like there?  What language did they speak?  Did they go to school? What do they 
miss?  What do they like about their new country? 

 Start a tradition of doing a family service project on Human Rights Day. There are many 
opportunities to volunteer, such as preparing and serving meals at a local homeless shelter or 
simply gathering enough to put together a bunch of care packages of simple needs and 
necessities. https://humanrightswarrior.com 

“For the bigger picture we can (and should) do what we can to fight injustice. 

 But on a smaller scale, in the day-to-day, practicing kindness can help knit a web of compassion to give 

humanity a boost of resilience! 

http://calendarholidays.xyz/holiday/168/human-rights-day
http://www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/
https://humanrightswarrior.com/


 

Discover the Awesome Tools that Students  

Can Access in the Read & Write Toolbar 

 

Every student in the Upper Grand District School Board has access to a handful of incredible tools via an app called  Read 

& Write that can help them with reading, comprehension, written expression, & gathering research.  

 

Read & Write is attached to student accounts, so students need to be logged into Chrome to use this feature.   

Check it out!  … Supports on the R&W toolbar include; 

 

  Word Prediction 

 

 

 Quick access to dictionary tools 

              

 Having text read out loud in English or in French 

 

 A tracking tool that provides a focus when reading 

 

 The ability to turn your speech to text  

 

Highlight and collect text, & build vocabulary lists 

 

Changes to Voice, Speed & Language can be made easily in Settings 

Read & Write tools are powerful for ALL kids, but they make a huge difference for those with learning disabilities.  These 

tools allow students to read independently, comprehend more of what they are reading, and demonstrate their 

understanding; allowing them to work smarter, not harder.  


