
 

OCTOBER 2016 

Principal’s Message 
 
Welcome to October  . . .  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our students and their families for their 
flexibility as we worked through our reorganization and staffing for the 2016 – 2017 school 
year.  A huge thank you goes to our parent volunteers who accompanied our students on our 
first full school field trip of the year and to our Centre Peel teachers who organized a great day 
of learning and experiences at the International Plowing Match.  Our students very much 
enjoyed their day and came back with great stories and conversations that they have been keen 
to share! 
 
Your support of our Chocolate Bar Fundraising Campaign (which supports school activities) and 
the annual National School Day Terry Fox Run (which supports our me2we initiative) is most 
appreciated as we all work together to enrich our Centre Peel School community in a variety of 
ways. 
 
As you are aware, EQAO released school, board and provincial results in September. Students in 
grade 4 and 7 will arrive home with their individual student report this week. Included in this 
newsletter is page 1 of our Centre Peel School Report which has been publically released that 
summarizes the percentage of our students who are at or above the provincial standard (Levels 
3 and 4) during the 2015 – 2016 school year.  Important to note, is that our percentages of 
students who are at Level 2 (approaching provincial standard), Level 3 (at provincial standard) 
and Level 4 (above provincial standard) are as follows: 
 
  Grade 3  (Levels 2,3,4)    Grade 6 (Levels 2,3,4) 
Reading   75%       77% 
Writing  87%       87% 
Math   70%       48% 

Our Centre Peel School Report can be accessed at www.eqao.com   
          

Thanks for your continued support and, as always, if you have questions, comments or 
concerns, please contact me here at the school. Wishing you a very Happy Thanksgiving .  
 
Rhonda Gingrich 
Principal 



Fluoride Varnish Program 

The Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Health Unit is once again offering free dental 
screening and fluoride varnish programs to students at Centre Peel Public School.   
 
Dental screening will take place on October 11 and 12. 
 
Fluoride varnish is used to help make a child’s teeth grow strong and stop tooth decay.  The 
first application will take place October 31 and November 1. Permission forms will be sent 
home and must be signed and returned for your child to receive the fluoride varnish. 

Lockdown Drill 

Centre Peel P.S. will be participating in an emergency lockdown drill on October 24 at 
 9:15 a.m. The lockdown will last approximately 10 minutes.  Your child’s teacher will be 
discussing why we might have a lockdown in our school and will be stressing the importance of 
keeping all students safe at all times.  Please call Mrs. Gingrich if you have questions about our 
lockdown drill. 

Picture Day 

 
SMILE!  School picture day will be held on Monday, October 17, 2016! Watch for 
your Lifetouch Order Forms that will be coming home soon! 

Centre Peel Appreciates Volunteers 

At Centre Peel we appreciate our volunteers and could not function without 
them!  Please consider spending some time volunteering in our school. You can 
help by taking pizza orders, counting fundraising money, preparing materials, 
listening to students read, participating on a trip or shelving books in our 

Learning Commons.  
 
If you have a special talent or skill, let us know. Contact the office or your child’s teacher 
directly if you are available to help. Volunteers will be asked to complete a Volunteer 
Agreement Form.  Being a volunteer is a wonderful way of participating in your child’s 
education.   
 
Thank you to the following volunteers who went to the International Plowing Match with our 
students: Wilma Martin, Maria Goertzen, Sandra Gingrich, Jolene Weber, Helena Wall, 
Aganetha Klassen, Sharon Frey, Orvie Martin, Florence Sauder, Eva Woelke, Tom Alexander, 
Brian Gingrich, Judy Weber, Amy Diefenbacher, Laureen Martin, Deb Martin, Sherri Wiebe, 
Rosalie Martin, Anna Bergen, Rose Martin, and Miriam Horst. 
 
Thank you to Amy Diefenbacher and Kristine Brubacher for taking pizza orders and also thank 
you to Amy for counting chocolate bar money. 

School Council Meeting 

Our first 2016 – 2017 School Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 18, 2016 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Learning Commons. 

 
 



Individual Education Plans (IEPs) 

Individual Education Plans, or IEPs, are developed by schools when assessments show that a 
student needs special education programming and/or services.  The development of the IEP 
should be a collaborative process that includes parents and the student (if possible).  During the 
development phase, schools are required to seek feedback through consultation with parents.  
This is your opportunity to discuss and share information with the classroom teacher and/or 
special education teacher regarding your child’s education.  If your child had an IEP last year, 
you will see a copy of this working document come home within the first 30 school days. 
 
When the IEP is sent home, you will also receive a booklet titled, Parents’ Guide to the 
Individual Education Plan.  This booklet is a resource to help parents understand how an IEP is 
developed, what is included in an IEP, and how an IEP supports your child.  It also includes 
definitions and explanations to help parents understand some of the language that is part of an 
IEP, such as accommodations and modifications. 
 
One more item that will accompany your child’s IEP this year is a Parent/Guardian IEP 
Questionnaire. We want to know your ideas about your child’s Individual Education Plan (IEP). 
Your ideas will be used to help us improve the IEP processes in our schools, and help us provide 
parents/guardians with the special education information they are looking for.  Please take a 
few moments to share your ideas and return the questionnaire to the school office.  If you need 
any help with completing this questionnaire, your child’s classroom or special education 
teacher can assist you. 

Talking About Mental Health October 2016 – Promoting Mental Health 

Helping kids grow up mentally healthy is an important part of parenting. Here are a few things 
that CHEO (http://www.cheo.on.ca/en/Promoting-Mental-Health-parents) suggests you can do 
to support good mental health in your children and youth. 

 

1. Put your device down. 

When you are with your children and youth, show them that they are more important than your 

electronic device. Lead by example: put your own devices aside and spend face-to-face time 

with your kids. 

2. Listen when they’re upset. 

When children and youth are upset, they just want you to listen and understand how they’re 

feeling. Try not to jump in with advice or reassurance. Listen is spelled with the same letters as 

Silent. 

3. Focus on their strengths. 

Support your children and youth’s self-esteem by helping them to see their own strengths. Show 

that you see and appreciate kindness, empathy and trying hard, and not just achievements 

like good grades. For example, “That was kind of you to think of your brother” or “You worked 

so hard on that and you didn’t give up!” 

Have a mentally healthy October!   
 
Dr. Lynn Woodford is the Mental Health Lead for the Upper Grand District School Board. 
Follow me on Twitter @drlynnwoodford.  

http://www.cheo.on.ca/en/Promoting-Mental-Health-parents


Asthma Friendly Schools Policy 

Asthma is a very common chronic lung disease that can make it hard to breathe.  The Upper 
Grand District School Board adopted a new policy in June 2016 to provide support for students 
with Asthma.  If your child has asthma, the policy requires an Asthma Management Plan (AMP) 
to be completed by parents, a child’s doctor and the principal of the school.  A copy of this plan 
is available on the Board’s website under Policy 516.  Parents are requested to complete the 
AMP and return it to the school as soon as possible at the beginning of the school year.   
Authorization for the collection of this information is in the Education Act. The purpose is to 
collect and share medical information and to administer proper medical care in the event of an 
emergency or life-threatening situation. Users of this information may be principals, teachers, 
support staff, volunteers, bus operators and drivers. This form will be kept for a minimum 
period of one calendar year. Contact person concerning this collection is the school principal. 

Smoke–Free Environment 

The Upper Grand DSB provides a smoke-free environment for its students, staff and others 
while on school Board property, in accordance with the Smoke-Free Ontario Act.  This policy 
refers to all forms of tobacco, and any processed form of tobacco that may be smoked, inhaled 
or chewed, including e-cigarettes.   
 
Smudging is the tradition of using sacred smoke from sacred medicines (e.g., tobacco and sage) 
that forms part of the indigenous culture and spirituality.  Smudging is allowed in schools under 
the Smoke-Free Ontario Act.  Parents will be informed using the school’s usual forms of 
communication when smudging is going to occur in our school.  Participation by staff and 
students is optional in a smudging ceremony. 

Life-Threatening Allergies 

We have children in our schools with potential life-threatening allergies to various foods and 
other materials called anaphylaxis.  This is a medical condition that causes a severe reaction to 
food or other materials, and can cause death within minutes.  In recent years, anaphylaxis has 
increased dramatically among students.   
 
Although this may not affect your child’s class directly, we are letting you know so that you may 
refrain from sending foods to the school that contain peanuts and nuts.  We aim to create an 
allergy safe environment at our school.  
 
If your child is in a classroom with an anaphylactic child, or your child has anaphylaxis, you will 
be contacted by the classroom teacher.     
 
Our school has procedures in place to help manage anaphylactic reactions.  If your child has 
health concerns of any kind, please tell your child’s teacher or the office and we will take the 
necessary health protection steps.   
 
Thank you for your understanding in ensuring an allergy-safe environment for all of our 
students.    
 

 

 

 

 



First Nation, Métis, Inuit Self-identification 

If your child is a member of a First Nation, the Métis or the Inuit, then please consider having 
him or her self-identify. 
 

Self-identification helps in several ways: 
 
1. Students will have access to more culturally relevant programming and opportunities for 
unique cultural and academic experiences. 
 
2. The school system will have an opportunity to focus efforts and resources, as well as an 
increased awareness of the diverse needs of indigenous families. 
 
3. The school community will have an opportunity for building relationships to increase student 
success and well-being. 
  
Share your pride in your heritage! 

  
Please come to the office (or have your child do so) to get a card that can be filled in and 
submitted if you wish to self-identify. 
  
Data will be protected and governed by the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 

Act. 

 

School Council 2016 – 2017 
Mark Brubacher (Chair) Dennis Diefenbacher  Wayne Frey 
Brian Gingrich   Abram Janzen   Gerald Martin (Vice)   
Ken Martin   Melvin Martin   Paul Martin    
Paul Weber    Jacob Zacharias 
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Thank you for your feedback and suggestions.  Please feel free to call Mrs. Gingrich at  
519-638-2668 at any time. 
 
Comments, Concerns, Suggestions, and Compliments 
 
 

 

  

 

 
Please complete, detach and return this form for the October Newsletter Draw.  The winner will 
receive a book of their choice up to the value of $10.00 from Scholastic Book Orders.  Thank 
you!   
 
________________________         _______               ____________________________________ 
Student’s Name                                 Grade                    Parent’s Signature 
 


