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Principal’s Message 
  
 As you receive this newsletter, we are “rounding the corner” to the last few weeks of 
classes for the school year.  This time of year is highlighted by the great change to summer 
weather, Track-and-Field practices and competitions, finishing our EQAO assessments in the 
grade three and six classrooms, and many exciting class events and trips. 
  
 As our grade eight students begin to anticipate their upcoming graduation, we all 
reflect on their times of learning and fun at Drayton Heights.  Although they will be passing 
from our school, we look forward to hearing of their successes in their secondary school 
years, and beyond!  Similarly, this will also be my last month at Drayton Heights PS, after 
being here for an amazing four years.  These have been cherished years, and wonderful 
memories  that I will take with me to Ponsonby Public School.  Mr. Mike McNamara will be 
the school principal for Drayton Heights, and brings with him a wealth of expertise which I 
am certain will be appreciated by our school community. 
   
 Please be sure to take note of the list of many events taking place from now until the 
end of June.  It is going to be a very exciting and busy month for all! 
  
 I would like to close simply by expressing a heartfelt “Thank You” to the entire 
Drayton Heights community, for continuing to breathe life into the walls and halls of our 
great school.  I wish you all a safe, warm, and wonderful summer with your families!! 
  
 

Jeff Crawford, 
Principal 



 
 

 

Important Dates:  
 

June 8 Gr. 3&4 Green Legacy Trip 
June 9 Gr. 5&6 Green Legacy Trip 
June 9,16,23 Swim to Survive (Gr 3) 
June 9 Intermediate Track and Field 
June 10 Grade 7 Niagara Trip 
June 10 Hat Day / Theme Day 
 

June 13-14 Grade 8 Trip 
June 14 Gr. 3 Pioneers Trip 
June 15 Olympic Play Day – afternoon 
June 16 Kgn Trip / Nature Centre 
June 17 Gr 1&2 trip to Guelph Lake 
 

June 21 Jr. Track and Field 
June 23 Gr. 4 Scenic Caves Trip 
June 23 3-Pitch / Junior 
June 23 Kindergarten Picnic 
 

June 27 3-Pitch / Intermediate 
June 28 Grade 8 Graduation (7pm) 
June 29 DHPS Awards Assembly 
June 29 Last day of School / Classes 
June 30 PA Day / No Classes 
 

School Council Corner 
 

School Council would like to thank all 
of our families for supporting our 
fundraisers this year!  We have met 
our $6000 goal! 
 
We are starting to plan for next year, 
so let us know if you would like to be 
a part of our fundraising team. 
 
NEW MEMBERS – we would love to 
have you join us as members for our 
School Council executive starting in 
September.  If you are interested, or 
have any questions regarding these 
positions, speak with Karen Rozema 
at therozemas@gmail.com or come 
out to our September Council 
meeting!.  We will also have an 
information booth set up during the 
September Open House/BBQ night.   
 

Have a great summer! 

September 2016 Class Organization: 
Another administrative task that we begin to explore at this time of year is determining the 2016-
2017 school organization and the makeup of classes for next year. Teacher collaboration occurs 
around determining student placement for the subsequent year. Teachers spend a considerable 
amount of time determining the best possible placement for each student. Teachers have the 
expert knowledge about how your child learns, their learning style and work habits, and what kind 
of social groupings foster their growth.  
 

Although the staffing process and student placements begin at this time of year, teaching 
assignments, school organizations and student placements will not be finalized until the second 
week of September. We continue to work towards minimizing disruptions to class organizations; 
however, student registrations in August may result in changes to class placements. With this in 
mind, class lists for September will be available on the first day of school.  
 

We appreciate your trust and understanding in our professional judgment in the student-
placement process. 

mailto:therozemas@gmail.com


 
 

With the end of the school year on the horizon, it’s a natural time to reflect with your child about their 
learning.  As they get feedback on their work, it can be easy to stay focused on the grade they’ve earned.  Help 
them to remember that there’s so much more than just the number or letter that describes their 
achievement.  Here are some suggestions to help guide conversations with your child to get them thinking more 
deeply about their learning: 

Questions to get started (based on Simon Sinek’s Golden Circle) 

• Why do you think you’re learning about this/to do this?  If you want to have a more broad 
discussion about school in general, be direct and ask your children why they think we should go to 
school in the first place.  It’s a great question for not just your young thinker, but to everyone around the 
table.  When I’ve asked this question in classrooms throughout our board, I’ve heard a range of 
response, from "To learn facts", "To get ready for high school" and "To learn the basics" to "For making 
friendships", "To learn about the different ways we learn" and "To better understand the world". 

• How can you make this happen?  In other words, how does your child think they do their best 
learning? Help them to understand that it’s not about just doing what is being asked of them, it’s also 
about thinking and asking questions. 

• What will we see that shows us you’re learning?  Children seem to struggle, at least initially, to 
answer this one or at least to move beyond what they think we want to hear, such as “I will sit quietly” or 
“I will raise my hand”.  With time and a bit more prompting, however, I often hear from students that what 
should be seen in classrooms is "Teachers and students working together", "Each person feeling 
responsible for themselves and to each other" and "Pride in myself".  Can your child describe what 
should be seen at home that illustrates their learning? 

What does it mean to learn? 

Go back to why—no matter who you talk to when asking why we go to school, you inevitably end up talking 
about learning.  Do we all have the same understanding about what it means to learn?  Don’t underestimate your 
child’s ability to enter into a philosophical conversation.  In talking to students about this, from kindergarten 
through to Grade 8, I’m always amazed at the depth of their responses when asked questions like  

•        What is learning? 
•        Is the point of learning different in elementary than it is in high school? 
•        Who’s responsible for the learning?  Is it just one person? 
•        Do adults still learn? 
•        Do you think it’s still important to learn even when you’re very elderly? 

Knowledge vs. Wisdom 

My favourite homework for students is to have them ask their family the difference between knowledge and 
wisdom.  I promise that this conversation will not only shed light into your child’s thinking, but will also allow your 
family to discuss values that are important to all of you.  It’s also a great lead into the upcoming summer holidays 
and the learning and wisdom that can develop with each day.  As Miles Kington has said, “Knowledge is knowing 
that a tomato is a fruit.  Wisdom is knowing not to put it in a fruit salad”.   

Andrea Higgins  

 
 
 
 



 

 

End-Of Year Office Reminders 
 
Medication 
If your child has medication that is stored at the office, please arrange to pick it up 
by 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 29th. 
 
Registration 
Registration Day is Wednesday August 31st from 9:00 to 3:30 p.m.  Please 
extend an invitation to any new families that move into your neighbourhood over 
the summer, to come and register. 

Special Education News 
 

As summer approaches, it is time to start thinking about what we can do as parents to support our 
child’s continuing education throughout their holidays. Upper Grand District School Board now allows 
for home use of a student’s assistive technology. Please ask your child’s teacher about the “HOME 
USE OF ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY PROTOCOL” form if you would like your child to bring their 
assistive technology home for the summer. 
 
Some programs that your child might want to use over the summer include: 
 
1. Ontario Ministry of Education: Discover quick and easy tips that can be part of your everyday 

life and will help your child's learning. 
 

• Learn more: http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/abc123/eng/tips/ 

• Watch video podcasts:  http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/abc123/eng/podcast/ 

 
2. http://www.readingrockets.org/calendar/summer 
 

This resource was designed to assist in helping students’ from losing progress in their 
reading skills over the summer months.  This link provides resources, articles and 
activities to encourage kids to learn, read and have fun in the summer.   

 

3.   https://webapps.ugdsb.on.ca/ug2go/ 
 

UG2GO is the virtual learning commons (“library”) for the Upper Grand District School 
Board. UG2GO provides 24/7 access to quality online subscription databases and 
websites for the UGDSB community.  

 

4. Centre of Equitable Library Access:  
http://iguana.celalibrary.ca/iguana/www.main.cls?surl=CELA-home&theme=celadefault&lang=eng 
 
Over 200,000 items available in accessible formats - approximately 85,000 items from 
CELA and an additional 120,000 items from US based Bookshare. 
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