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EQAO Results 
 

EQAO results have been distributed to schools across the province. Individual results will be sent home for 
students who were in grades 3 & 6 and wrote the test last school year. 

  
Our results were as follows: 

  
Grade 3 Results (% of students at level 3 & 4) 
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
Grade 6 Results (% of students at level 3 & 4) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Throughout the school year, our teaching staff will spend time analyzing our school’s data which will form 
the basis of our school improvement plan. A continued focus this year will be on Mathematics across all 
grade levels. In addition to analyzing EQAO data we also look at other diagnostic data such as CASI and 
PM Benchmarks.  

  
CASI is a test that is administered to students in grades 4-8 that provides us with information on how 
students are developing various skills such as inferencing, making connections and summarizing. PM 
Benchmarks is a reading test administered to primary students to assess their current reading level. 
Teachers will willingly share the data with you, about your child, if you ask.  

  
As part of our school improvement plan, teachers will use diagnostic, formative and summative 
assessments to identify student learning needs and plan targeted instruction. Data is continually updated 
and monitored throughout the school year to give teachers a sense of how the students are improving. 

 

Open House  
 

Thank you to all parents/guardians who were able to join us for our Open House this year. The evening 
was a huge success as we welcomed new families, returning families and several new as well as returning 
staff members. Thank you to the Lion’s Club for the hotdog BBQ. 
 

 
 

  Reading  Writing Math 

School 75 62 67 

Board 69 71 59 

Province 72 74 63 

  Reading  Writing Math 

School 91 91 68 

Board 83 80 51 

Province 81 80 50 
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Recognizing Positive Character Traits 
 
This year, we will continue to highlight and recognize positive Character Traits as part of our 
Character Education program at school. 
 

Character Traits (Assembly Dates) 
 
G is for Great Start (October 27) 
A is for Attitude (November 24) 
T is for Treating Others Fairly (December 23) 
O is for Organization (February 24) 
R is for Respect (April 27) 
S is for Self Confidence (June 8) 
  

School Accident Insurance 
 
Just a reminder – if you have not already sent back your bright blue Student Accident Insurance 
Acknowledgment to your child’s home room teacher, please do so as soon as possible.  If you require a 
new blue form, please contact the office.  Please note that Application forms and cheques are to be 
mailed directly to Old Republic Insurance Company of Canada.  

 

Nutritional Break Supervisors 
 
We are currently looking for substitute Nutritional Break Supervisors.  If you would be interested in having 
your name added to our list, please contact the office, this is a paid position and we would require you on 
an occasional basis.  A police check will also be needed and kept on file. 

 

Waste Reduction & Litterless Lunch 
 
Grand Valley School does a great job of recycling!  October 17

th
 – 20

th
 is Waste Reduction Week.  Many 

classes will be having presentations on waste reduction and waste diversion during this week from 
Dufferin Waste Management.  One step to consider, in our effort to reduce waste, is to try to pack a 
'Litterless' lunch each day.  This means using reusable containers, a thermos or a drinking bottle. Any 
efforts would be appreciated.  
 

Breakfast Club 

 
The Breakfast Club is in need of volunteers.  If you are able to help out for about 1 hour on Tuesdays and 
every other Friday, please contact the school office (519)928-2172.  The time would be from 8:00 a.m. 
until 9:00 a.m.  Thank you. 

 

Pick Up and Drop Off Procedures 

 
Student safety is always our number one priority at GVDPS. Consistent pick up and drop off procedures 
are extremely helpful in helping us ensure the safe arrival and departure of our students. In the event that 
there is a change to your child’s regular routine, we ask that you please contact the school as soon as 
possible to let us know. Last minute changes (i.e. within the last hour of the school day) can be 
particularly problematic as this is a very hectic and busy time in the school. We appreciate your 
understanding as we work together to make our school a safe environment for our students.  
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Electronic Devices at School 

 
Personal Electronic Devices (PED’s) such as iPods and cell phones should not be brought to school. We ask 
students to please keep these items at home for the following reasons: 

 
1. During the school day, we encourage students to be physically active during breaks in the day and to 

socialize with their friends. These devices discourage that type of activity from 
taking place. 

2. It is difficult to monitor the kind of music or type of game the students are using. 
We feel this monitoring is best done at home by parents. 

3. These items are fragile and expensive. They are easily lost, broken or stolen and the 
school cannot be responsible for them. 

 
Cell phones today pose a unique problem because of their ability to take pictures, videos, record audio 
and access the internet. Again, from a supervision point of view, they are an extremely difficult device to 
monitor effectively. Students are reminded that cell phones, when brought to school, must be turned off 
and be kept out of sight for the duration of the school day. Students who need to contact home are asked 
to come to the office and use the school phone. Likewise, parents who need to contact their child during 
the day are asked to contact the main office and we will be happy to pass along any messages to students.  
In an effort to deal with this in an effective manner, we will implement the following procedure: 
 
1. First Offense - Student will be asked to put their cell phone in their backpack and to not use it at 

school again. 
2. Second Offense - Cell phone will be confiscated from student and kept until the end of the school 

day. The student may pick up the cell phone at that time. 
3. Third Offense - Cell phone will be confiscated from student and kept until a parent comes in to pick it 

up. 
 
Again, we thank all parents for their continued support! 

  

Newsletters 
  
Newsletters will continue to come early each month and will be sent home with the youngest child in the 
family.  There is always important information in the newsletter, so please try to find a few minutes to sit 
down and read it with your child (ren).  Newsletters are also posted online each month. The website 
address is ww.ugdsb.on.ca/grandvalley. 

  

 

Halloween Dance-a-Thon. 

 
This year’s annual Dance-a-thon will be held on October 31st during the first block.  Students are 
asked to wear black and orange for the dance rather than a Hallowe’en costume.  Please keep 
costumes at home where they will be safe and sound for the big night. 
 
Students will bring home a Hallowe’en Dance-a-thon envelope the week of October 11th. Funds raised 
for the Dance-a-thon will support Phys. Ed., Inter School Athletics and Technology. 
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Grand Valley Fall Fair 
 
Many students entered various competitions in this year’s Fair. Congratulations to all who entered and to 
those that placed in different events!  
 

Asthma Friendly Schools Policy 

 
Asthma is a very common chronic lung disease that can make it hard to breathe.  The Upper 
Grand District School Board adopted a new policy in June 2016 to provide support for students 
with Asthma.  If your child has asthma, the policy requires an Asthma Management Plan (AMP) to 
be completed by parents, a child’s doctor and the principal of the school.  A copy of this plan is 
available on the Board’s website under Policy 516.  Parents are requested to complete the AMP 
and return it to the school as soon as possible at the beginning of the school year.   Authorization 
for the collection of this information is in the Education Act. The purpose is to collect and share 
medical information and to administer proper medical care in the event of an emergency or life-
threatening situation. Users of this information may be principals, teachers, support staff, 
volunteers, bus operators and drivers. This form will be kept for a minimum period of one 
calendar year. Contact person concerning this collection is the school principal. 

 
Smoke–Free Environment 

 
The Upper Grand DSB provides a smoke-free environment for its students, staff and others while 
on School Board property, in accordance with the Smoke-Free Ontario Act.  This policy refers to 
all forms of tobacco, and any processed form of tobacco that may be smoked, inhaled or chewed, 
including e-cigarettes.   
 
Smudging is the tradition of using sacred smoke from sacred medicines (e.g., tobacco and sage) 
that forms part of the indigenous culture and spirituality.  Smudging is allowed in schools under 
the Smoke-Free Ontario Act.  Parents will be informed using the school’s usual forms of 
communication when smudging is going to occur in our school.  Participation by staff and 
students is optional in a smudging ceremony. 

 
Life-Threatening  Allergies 

 
We have children in our school with potential life-threatening allergies to various foods and other 
materials called anaphylaxis. This is a medical condition that causes a severe reaction to food or 
other materials, and can cause death within minutes.  In recent years, anaphylaxis has increased 
dramatically among students.  Although this may not affect your child’s class directly, we are 
letting you know so that you may refrain from sending foods to the school that contain peanuts 
and nuts.  We aim to create an allergy safe environment at our school. If your child is in a 
classroom with an anaphylactic child, or your child has anaphylaxis, you will be contacted by the 
classroom teacher. Our school has procedures in place to help manage anaphylactic reactions.  If 
your child has health concerns of any kind, please tell your child’s teacher or the office and we 
will take the necessary health protection steps. Thank you for your understanding in ensuring an 
allergy-safe environment for all of our students.    

 

Student Safety - School Lockdown Drill Wednesday November9th    

 
In the interest of student safety, the Upper Grand District School Board has directed all schools to conduct 
two Lockdown drills each school year.   A lockdown is used when it is suspected that an intruder has 
entered the school and poses a threat to the safety of our students and staff. Detailed procedures have 
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been developed in conjunction with our local police services and provided to all schools as part of our 
emergency procedures manual.  
 
In a Lockdown, students and staff are directed to secure areas where doors can be locked and the 
children are kept out of sight (such as classrooms).  No one may leave their secure area until they receive 
an “all clear” from the authorities.   
   
Students and staff will be instructed on what they are to do when a drill is held.  Lockdown drills have 
become familiar to students just like fire and tornado drills which we are also required to do every year.   
 
 If you have any questions or concerns about Lockdown drills, we would be happy to discuss them with 
you. 
 

School Council 

  
Meeting dates are as follows: 

The first meeting of the year takes place on Monday, October 3
rd

, 2016.  All meetings are open to 
parents/guardians of students within the school community. Meetings commence at 6:30 p.m. and are 
held in the staffroom. FREE childcare is available by calling the school prior to the meeting. 
   
Hot Lunch Dates 

Mark your calendars! Here are the dates for Term 1 Hot Lunches: 
October: 6, 13, 20, 27, November: 3, 10, 17, 24, December:  1, 8,15,22.  
 
Milk Program 

 
Our School milk program will begin on Tuesday, October 11, 2016.  Order forms are due to the office by 
Monday, October 3

rd
, 2016  

 

Cross Country Running 
 
Good luck  to our Cross Country runners who will compete in our annual meet on October 5

th
, 2016 at 

Orangeville Agricultural Centre.  Thank you to coaches Mrs. Stratton and Mrs. VanderPloeg and to Mrs. 
Paterson for being a convenor for this event. 
 

 Drive Away Hunger! 
 
Our school will again be partnering with Farm Credit Canada to collect food through its program Drive 
Away Hunger. It is a national program, but the food we collect will go to our local food bank, CONCERN. 
Students are asked to bring in donations of non- perishable food items such as canned fruits and 
vegetables, pasta, rice, cereal, canned or powdered milk and fruit juices. Infant formula and baby food are 
also much needed. The items can be brought in between Monday, October 3 to Wednesday October 5

th
.  

The food will be picked up at 9:00am on October 5
th

. 
 

Community Corner 

 
DANCE CLASSES IN GRAND VALLEY!  Dance Fuel is still accepting registrations for 
Ballet, Jazz, Acro, Tap, Hip Hop, Lyrical, & more.  Register now at www.dancefuel.ca.  
Age 3 to Adult.  Call 519-216-3394 for more info.  Like us on face book for fun photos. 
 
 

http://www.dancefuel.ca/

