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Principal & Vice-Principal’s Message 
      
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
We are waiting on the winter weather to arrive and have been enjoying the warmth in the 

meantime!  This past month has seen Progress Reports go home, Bullying Prevention presentations and inter-

views booked for Progress Report Interviews. It was lovely seeing our families in for the meetings with our 
teachers.  Our Gord Deppe/Scott Graham assemblies reinforced Leadership and Kindness amongst our stu-
dents.  Thanks to our Volleyball coaches, Ms. Waffler, Ms. Miller and Mr. Kipps, a parent volunteer,  for 
providing the opportunity for our students to participate.  Our Lakers excelled in skills and respect on the 
court.  Ms. Fraser and her friends, the Pirate and the Parrot, ran an amazing Book Fair and transformed our 
LLC into a pirate galleon!  Our creative playgrounds (climbers) have been closed for the season and will reo-
pen in the Spring.  We are looking forward to our School Council  “Deck the Halls” event on Dec 7th—we hope 
to see you all there! 
Sincerely,  
Mr. Sean Singh (x223)      Mrs. Janice Dampier (x 224) 

50 Oak Ridge Drive, Orangeville ON, L9W 5J6  519 941-3292 

 

Fairness, Honesty, Respect, Compassion and Responsibility.   

http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/islandlake/ 

Island Lake Public School 

December 2016 

Inclement Weather 
For bus students, remember to check local  stations such as 680 CFTR  AM, 1460 CJOY AM or 98.1 
CHFI FM if concerned about the weather.   You can also check the Transporta-
tion website www.stwdsts.ca for bus cancellation information at 6:30am.  Is-
land Lake PS is in Division 4—the Green Card. Even if buses are not running, 
we do expect walkers to be at school as we carry on with academic programs 
on inclement weather days.  

http://www.stwdsts.ca
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ME TO WE 

AT ISLAND LAKE PS 
 
 
 

 Our Me to We Club has been very ac-
tive at Island Lake.  As a Me to We school, 
Island Lake is involved in two fundraising 
projects this year.  One is for a local initiative 
and the other is a global initiative. 
 
 After attending the We Day in Toronto, the students organized the 
Scare Hunger Food Drive as our local initiative.  The campaign collected 
over 425 kg of food for the Orangeville food bank.  Thank you to our Is-
land Lake community for their generosity and for helping those in need lo-
cally. 
 
 As part of our ME to WE global initiative,  ILPS is holding a Rock the 
Sock coin collection event throughout the month of December.  Beginning 
Wednesday, December 7th, 2016 we are encouraging students to bring in 
loose change to donate to We International.  Students will decide how to 
spend the money: our school's donation will be used to support water, ed-
ucation, and/or farming needs in another country as part of our global 
community fundraiser. ME to WE club members will be visiting class-
rooms this week to share information with our students, and they will be 
making announcements over the PA.  

 
 Thank you to our students for making a difference 
through their actions.  The awareness of the needs of 
others around the world allows us to appreciate the 
things that we sometimes take for granted like clean 
water, schooling and the food that we have available to 
us. 
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“Progress Report Language” 

 
Like all professions, educators sometimes use language specific to teaching and learning. On the Progress 

Report that recently came home, we have made every attempt to use language that is meaningful to parents.  

We want you to know and understand what we are doing at school, and how you can help support your 

child’s learning.  Below are some of the terms you may have read on the Progress Report or heard at the 

Parent/Teacher interview. 

 

Learning Goal: A learning goal is a stated or written goal the teacher provides to help students know 

exactly where they’re heading in a lesson. 

 

Success Criteria: Success criteria often start with the words “I can ….”.  Success Criteria lists what the 

student needs to do/accomplish for the lesson or unit of study. 

 

Descriptive Feedback:  Descriptive feedback can be oral or written. It is provided by the teacher and 

offers the student information on how he/she is doing.  Descriptive feedback lets students know what 

their next steps are and what they can do to improve.  

 

Guided Reading: Guided reading is small group learning where the teacher helps students practice and 

improve his/her reading skills. The instruction, strategies taught and reading material are carefully 

chosen to meet the needs of each student.  

 

Three-Part Problem-Solving: Three-part problem-solving is students learning mathematics and devel-

oping an understanding of mathematics through reasoning and working through a problem. It has 3 

distinct stages: 

1. Before – Getting started or Minds On is introducing and practicing mathematical ideas and strategies 

that connect to the day’s learning goal.  

2. During – Learning or Action is solving the lesson’s problem in pairs, small groups or individually. 

The students develop their knowledge, thinking and strategies while the teacher pushes and guides 

their learning using questioning and feedback. 

3. After - (a) Consolidation is a whole-class discussion where the teacher and the class analyze the solu-

tions the students came up with to the problem. Together they highlight key mathematical ideas and 

strategies. (b) Independent Practice is the students solving a problem(s) similar to the lesson to prac-

tice the same skills and try out the new ideas.  

 

 

Adapted from: 
“A Guide to Effective Instruction in Mathematics, Problem Solving and Communication, K-6”’ 

“Bansho (Board Writing)”, Capacity Building Series,  2011 

“Communication in the Mathematics Classroom”, Capacity Building Series, 2010 

“Early Reading Strategy, The Report of the Expert Panel on Early Reading in Ontario”, 2003 

“Grand Conversations in the Junior Classroom”, Capacity Building Series, 2011 

“Growing Success, Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting in Ontario”, 2010 

“Making Room for Talking to Learn”, Adolescent Literacy: Engaging Research and Teaching, Literacy Gains Alert, 2012 
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