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Together, Making A Difference…..One Student At A Time 
 

From The Principal’s Desk                  
Spring has finally sprung and as such our students are 
enjoying spending more time outside learning and 
playing. This is a good time to remind you that though 
you will want to wear your sandals and flip flops, you 
still need your running shoes for gym class.   

 I would like to thank our school  council, particularly 
Elizabeth Bender and Kim Blanchard, for all of their 
hard work in  planning and fundraising for our 
playground development project.  We are in the 
process of making some additions to our playground 
which will result in a wider range of play-based 
learning opportunities for all of our students  This is a 
project that has taken two years of hard work.  We 
anticipate the changes to our playground will begin in 
May  Keep your eyes peeled for these exciting 
additions! 

As always, our door is open to your questions and 
thoughts.  As parents, one of the most important 
things you can do for your child(ren) is to 
communicate with them and their teacher about how 
school is going.  Small activities at home, such as 
reading together, practicing math facts, or talking 
about school go a long way toward supporting their 
development.  Thank you for your on-going support 
with all we do here at school; a positive school/home 
partnership is vital in the learning success of our 
children.  

Enjoy the spring weather!! 

Yours truly, 

Mr. Creighton, Principal           

Yearbook                                                                   
If you are interested in ordering a yearbook please 
pick up an order form  in the office and return it, with 
payment,  to Mrs. Hopf by Friday, May 20th.    

Pizza Day                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Orders for April are due on 
Monday, May 30th  .   If your 
child needs an order form they 
can be picked up in the office from Mrs. Hopf.  You 
may send one cheque for your family but please 
remember you MUST SEND AN ORDER FORM FOR 
EACH CHILD TO THAT CHILD’S TEACHER!!  
Cheques are made payable to: James McQueen P.S.   

Please Keep Checking!                                                                              
Please remember that it is very 
important to check your child regularly 
for head lice and report it to the school 
office if found.   

School Council Corner          
Come Join Us Next Meeting 
School Council is gaining traction in time for a fun 
spring! The meetings are a time for planning, but also 
a time to bring up concerns and to hear the latest and 
greatest going on behind the scenes at James 
McQueen. So come on out! We meet every second 
Wednesday of the month at 6:30pm in the Library – 
our next meeting will be May 11th .  See you then! 
 
 
 



Jump Rope for Heart                       
Once again our students and staff will be supporting 
the Heart and Stroke Foundation by participating in 
Jump Rope for Heart.  We will be skipping on 
Tuesday, May 17th.   Information has been sent home.  
The skipping schedule is as follows: 

9:05-9:45      Mrs. McKerracher, Mme Miller and 
Mme Boys                                                                                                
9:45-10:25    Mrs. Zamora, Mme Schieck and        
Mme Ecclestone                                                                                                               
11:20-12:00   Mrs. Lehman, Mme Bennett,             
Mme Skerritt and Mrs. Wasson                                                                                
12:05-12:45    Mme McKinnon, Mme Tovell,             
Mme Duncan and Mr. Campbell 

                                                                                
Please join us if you are available with younger 
siblings and friends!!!   

Treasure Shop                                        

Don’t miss out on this great deal!  On Saturday,      
May 14th from 9:00 to noon there will be loads of 
FREE great clothing and household items donated 
from Toronto given away!!!   The Treasure Shop will 
be held at Grace Christian Fellowship at 35 Farley 
Road, Fergus, N1M 2W3 (Beatty Line & Side Road 
18).   www.igrace.ca    

No Stopping or Parking on 
Maiden Lane                                                                

This is a reminder that there is NO PARKING on 
Maiden Lane (beside the school by the kindergarten 
doors).   There are several cars that stop and park to 
drop off or pick up children and this is a safety 
concern for our students.  We would ask that you 
please park on St. George Street or Hill Street when 
dropping off or picking up your child.    Thank you!! 

Stream of Dreams                                                                
We will be installing the fish that the students painted 
on the back fence on May 4th    beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
(rain date is May 26th).  If you are able to help, please 
call the school office at 519-843-1700.  Thanks!! 

Get Movin’ in May                                   
It has become a tradition at James McQueen and so, 
once again this year, we are encouraging all staff, 
students and parents to take part in “Get Movin’ in 
May”!  Everyone is encouraged to do at least 30 
minutes of cardiovascular activity each day in May 
and record it on a sheet that will be sent home on 
April 29th.  Students will fill out the sheet and return it 
with their parent’s signature at the end of May to win 
some sports equipment for themselves and the 
classrooms.  There will be one draw per classroom but 
only those students who return their sheet signed will 
be eligible.  There will also be a draw for any parents 
who return a sheet to the office as well so pick one up 
in the office!!  We will also be starting each day with 
exercise being led over the PA by Mrs. Hopf.  Let’s all 
“Get Movin’ in May”…..and beyond!!   

   

            

Bus Delays                                             
From time to time we have a bus that is delayed 
picking up at the end of the day.  If you are concerned 
that your child has not yet arrived home, please check 
the Upper Grand District School Board website, click 
on the school bus at the top, and then click on bus 
delays on the left.  This is how we find out what buses 
are delayed and you can check there as well.  As you 
can imagine, we aren’t able to call every parent in the 
event of a bus delay so please check the website.  If 
you don’t find the information you are looking for, 
please call the school at 519-843-1700.      

 

 

http://www.igrace.ca/


Be Water Smart!                                                                            
Dear JMQ Students: 

We think you should always be prepared around 
water to be safe.  This is important because you can 
get hurt or drown and we want you to be safe.  You 
should talk to your parents, but WE also have some 
tips.  

An adult who can swim, or a lifeguard, should always 
be watching you or, better yet, with you in the water 
and close enough to grab you.  If you are a learner, 
wear a life jacket! 

At pools, do not run on the deck.  In water, if you are 
learning, the water should not go above your comfort 
level.  Never jump into water without looking first for 
other people around you. 

In grade 3, you will take part in the Swim to Survive 
program.  You will learn to tread water, roll into water 
and upright yourself and, lastly, swim 50 metres.  
Everyone should learn to swim. 

If you are prepared, you will have fun AND be safe!  

Respectfully,                                                                           
Room 14 Students (Mr. Campbell’s grade 2/3 class) 

Food and Friends Update                                                                                        
Food and Friends has had a great year!!  We continue 
to provide nutritious snacks to students 2 mornings 
per week.  Tuesdays and Fridays students have the 
opportunity to supplement their own snack with 
choices from our snack bins; apples, cucumbers, 
berries, cheerios, rice crackers, cheese strings are just 
a few of the great items that might be included in a bin 
that is delivered to their classroom. 

In January we received word that our grant 
application was accepted by Metro Green Apple 
School Program which provided us with $1000.00 to 
start our Thursday Yogurt Bar.  Not only are the 
students enjoying the yogurt with fruit and granola 
but they are getting really great at using their big 
voices to say “Please” and “Thank You”.  

In March, we had our Live Free Campaign.  Again this 
year, we surpassed our goal of $500.00 reaching a 
grand total of $739.00!!! 

Recently we received word that we have been adopted 
by the Jennark Homes and William and McDaniel.  
They have provided us with funding to run our snack 
program for an entire year!!  We can’t thank this 
group enough.  We hope to have them in soon to see 
the program firsthand.  

As always, we welcome new volunteers, even just one 
time volunteers as this program runs primarily on 
volunteer hours.  And although this year has been a 
great one financially, the program does require 
donations and Ministry funding to continue to run. 

In June, we look forward to recognizing the 
contribution of all our volunteers. 

We know that students success depends on feeling 
positive about school and being nourished.  OurFood 
and Friends Program helps to make this possible for 
all our James McQueen students. 

Rhonda Spindley, Child & Youth Counsellor 

 

 

    

 



                      Dates to Remember……                         

Tuesday, May 3 Class photos today.  Every student will receive one at NO CHARGE!  

Wednesday, May 4 Installation of the Stream of Dreams Fish that the students painted beginning 
at 9:00 a.m.  If you can help, please call the school office! 519-843-1700. 

Thursday, May 5 Grade 3’s Swim to Survive this morning.                                                                                                              
BBQ at J.D. Hogarth for parents and students going to the school next year!   

Friday, May 6 Lockdown drill this morning.  

Wednesday, May 11 School Council Meeting at 6:30 p.m. in the Library.  Everyone is welcome! 

Thursday, May 12 The grade 1 students in Mrs. Lehman’s, Mrs. Wasson’s and Mme Tovell’s class 
will be visiting the Wellington County Museum this afternoon. 

Monday, May 16 Mme Skerritt’s and Mme Bennett’s classes will be visiting the Wellington 
County Museum this afternoon. 

Tuesday, May 17 Jump Rope for Heart Event today!! 

Thursday, May 19 Mme Skerritt’s class will visit the Fergus library this afternoon.  

Friday, May 20 Hawaiian Day!!                                                                                                                
Yearbook orders are due to Mrs. Hopf today.  

Monday, May 23 Victoria Day.  Enjoy!! 

Tuesday, May 24 Mme Ecclestone’s and Mrs. Zamora’s classes to the African Lion Safari.  

Wednesday, May 25 Mme Miller’s and Mrs. McKerracher’s classes to the African Lion Safari.          
Mme Bennett’s class will visit the Fergus library this afternoon.  

Thursday, May 26 Rain date for Stream of Dreams Fish installation.                                                     
Mme Boys’ and Mme Schieck’s classes to the African Lion Safari.  

Friday, May 27 Comfy Cozy Games Day! 

Monday, May 30 Pizza orders for June are due today.  

              Last month’s newsletter draw winner  was…..Jaelyn Wheeler!!    Congratulations!!! 



Does your child have an LD, ADD/ADHD or both? Here are some great resources to 
help you: 

1. Work with your child to understand how they think and learn    
2. Develop some strategies with your child to help them advocate for what they 

need to learn (technology, accommodations to the environment or learning tasks) 
 

 
 
Other great online resources include: 
The Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario, which has lots of good information on LD and 
ADD/ADHD issues, including topics about how to understand the IPRC and IEP, how to 
advocate for your child and topics related to specific LDs. 
http://www.ldao.ca/introduction-to-ldsadhd/what-are-lds/ 
 
The Learning Disabilities Association of Wellington County connects to the Ontario chapter, but 
provides links and information about workshops and activities that are being held in Wellington. 
http://www.ldawc.ca/ 
 
Our school board has also worked hard to address the needs of LD and ADD/ADHD students 
by providing SEA equipment, Google Read and Write training and targeted reading programs to 
help LD students access the curriculum and develop key academic skills.   
Connect with your child’s teacher to discuss all the supports that are available to your 
child! 

http://www.ldao.ca/introduction-to-ldsadhd/what-are-lds/
http://www.ldawc.ca/
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