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Principal’s Message:  
We are well on our journey toward the completion of another school year.  Education week is upon us May 
2nd to May 6th.  This year’s theme is “Learn, Lead, Inspire…Together/Dirigeons Apprenons et Inspirons 
Ensemble.  This is a week to celebrate our achievements and reflect on the learning and developing 
taking place at JD Hogarth PS. 
 
As you know, on April 13, Mrs. Ray organized another school wide Arts Day which was funded by our 
School Council.  We were fortunate to have a variety of workshops in music, dance and visual arts.  As 
well, our junior and intermediate students enjoyed a wonderful presentation by the percussion group 
“TORQ” and our primary students engaged in “Zumba” in the gym.  It was so rewarding to hear all the 
positive comments from our students about the day’s activities.  The students were so engaged in all of 
the workshops and they are commended for their exemplary focus and participation throughout the day. 
 
We look forward to sharing some of the art from Art’s Day at this month’s Spring Open House which is 
scheduled for May 5 from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at JD Hogarth PS.  All of our current families as well as new 
families joining us in September are invited.  The evening will include a BBQ, games and prizes, Science, 
Technology and Math challenges.  Please remember that parking is limited at our school so we encourage 
you to walk if possible. 
 
At JD Hogarth, we are fortunate to have such a large playground area with many different activities to 
play.  With the warmer weather on the way, we remind parents and students of our dress code at JD 
Hogarth.  Students are expected to dress in an appropriate manner that is conducive to a proper 
learning environment.  Clothing should be neat, clean and appropriate for school. 
 

• No clothing or accessories associated with gang affiliation or offensive in nature are allowed 
• Dresses, skirts and shorts are to be an appropriate length, no shorter than the tips of their 

fingers when they are extended at their side 
• No straps, less than five centimeters, halters or strapless tops in Grades 4 – 8 
• No bare midriffs or undergarments should be exposed 
• Students who are considered to be inappropriately attired will be asked to change 
• Students are expected to dress appropriately for personal safety and weather conditions 

 
Our aim is to work with parents to promote an appropriate level of respect for oneself as a maturing and 
responsible person. 
 
Ms. Barrow 
Principal 
 
 



 Grade 8 Graduation:  
Please keep June 28th open as this is the evening for our Grade 8 graduation 

 ceremony and dance!  
 
Vehicles and Student Safety: 
As student and staff safety is our number one concern, it is important to remind everyone of drop off 
and pick up procedures at JD Hogarth PS. The bus loading area is located directly in front of the school 
and must be open for buses.  All other vehicles are not permitted to park or block the bus lane. There is 
limited parking at JD; therefore we are encouraging parents to make arrangements to drop off or pick 
up at the school’s back gate which is located on Scott Street, or on Argyll Street where students can 
cross over at the pedestrian crossing on Belsyde Ave, or use Cherry Hill Place where there is a pathway 
to the school. These are all options that will help maintain safe transportation practices at JD Hogarth 
PS. Thank you in advance for making arrangements for safe transportation practices! 
 

Bicycles at School:    
Students are reminded to ensure that their bicycles have received a proper tune-up 
before using them.  Also, please take the time to review all safety rules and rules of 
the road with your children.  All students are encouraged to lock their bike in the 
bike rack. When students ride their bike to school they are required to walk their 
bike on school property. 

 
Spring Open House & BBQ: 
Please join us for our annual Spring Open House and BBQ on Thursday, May 5th 
between 5 – 7 pm. The student’s art work will be on display. There will also be 
games, silent auction, STEM activities and school council raffle. We are looking 
forward to seeing you there! 
 

Kindergarten Information Night:  
On Thursday, May 26th, from 6 - 7 pm, parents of new students who will be attending 
Junior or Senior Kindergarten in September of 2016 are invited to an “Information Night” 
to learn about the Kindergarten Program here at JD Hogarth PS. 

 
Moving?  
Just a reminder that if you know you are moving over the summer, please call the office and let us know.   
Any changes to your child’s information can be updated quickly by speaking with our Office Coordinator 
Mrs. Oliver.  
 
 
 
 



A Message from the EcoTeam: 
EcoTeam News! 
A HUGE thank you to everyone who sent in their used batteries for our Battery 
Busters Contest.  Even though the contest is over, we will still be collecting used 
batteries for recycling.  Please drop them off at the front office.   
Thanks to all of our classes, our community cleanup was a big success!  The roads, 
trails, and sidewalks are clear from litter - let's help keep it this way by putting litter 
in the garbage and picking up litter when we see it. 
Remember - Every Day is Earth Day!  
The EcoTeam 

 
 Electronic Devices at School:

Students are asked not to bring electronic toys or devices to school for personal use.  Any 
technology that is used at school should be for instructional purposes only and supervised 
by a teacher. Technology that is brought to school is not permitted in the halls, lunchrooms 
or on the playground and the school cannot be held responsible should these items be lost, 
damaged or stolen. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 
Vaccinations: 
On May 19th, the Grade 7 students will have their Hep B vaccination, and the Grade 8 students will have 
their HPV vaccination at the school. 
 
End Dates for Milk, Subs & Pizza: 
Please note that the last day for subs will be Monday, June 13th; last day for pizza will be Thursday, 
June 16th and the last day for milk will be Friday, June 17th. 
 
 
 
 
Chess Club: 
Congratulations to all the students from the chess club who participated in 
the UGDSB Chess Tournament. Everyone demonstrated good sportsmanship 
and I was proud of how our team members encouraged one another after each 
round of play! A big thank you to our four parent drivers who spent the day 
with us. GO HAWKS GO! 
Mrs. Leitch 

 
Volunteer Appreciation: 
All our volunteers are invited to join us on May 13th from 9:45 to 10:45 am in the 
Library.  The staff and students at JD Hogarth would like to show our thanks to 

 all our volunteers.  
 



EQAO ASSESSMENTS: 
This May and June, Grade 3 and 6 students across Ontario will be assessed by the “Education Quality 
and Accountability Office” in reading, writing, and mathematics.  This year, our grade 3 and 6 students 
will complete the assessment on May 25th, 26th, 27th, 30th, 31st and June 1st, in the first block of the day.  
Our teachers and students are working hard to prepare for these assessments, and we sincerely 
appreciate your support in limiting student absences, and lates during these times. 
School and provincial results of this assessment will be made public in the fall.  Individual student 
results are also released to parents at that time.  The data from these assessments is one source of 
information to assist schools in the evaluation of their School Improvement Plan. 

Help Your Child Do Well on Tests: 
1.  Make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep before every test. 
2.  Provide a light, healthy breakfast on test day. 
3.  Have your child dress comfortably and arrive at school on time. 

 4.  Send your child off to school with confidence-building words of praise.  
5.  Remind your child to carefully read directions. 
6.  Tell your child to check his or her work before turning in the test. 

 
Hats and Sunscreen: 
We are expecting warmer weather!  We remind parents that students are outdoors for recess and on 
occasion for DPA and physical education.  We strongly recommend that parents take appropriate 
precautions to protect their child(ren)from the harmful rays of the sun.  
Students are encouraged to wear hats, sunscreen and sunglasses when on the 
playground. 

Feedback welcome on draft policies:  
The Upper Grand District School Board is welcoming public input on draft policies. Currently open for 
consultation are draft policies and procedures for school accommodation and boundaries, community 
partnerships, smoke-free environment and asthma friendly schools, with input due by May 11, 2016. 
There is also a new draft policy and procedures for the handling of public concerns, with an input 
deadline of May 30, 2016. Please review the draft documents and submit online feedback 
at www.ugdsb.on.ca/policy. 
 
Fairness Awareness: 
As April draws to a close, so does our school character education focus on fairness.  Over the past two 
months our students have been engaged in a variety of activities in and out of the classroom focusing on 
what fairness looks like, sounds like and feels like. In Media, our primary students produced storyboards 
with fairness messages centred on inclusion, equity and sportsmanship, while our junior students raised 
awareness of social justice with fairness hero bulletins on human rights activists such as Rosa Parks, 
Martin Luther King Jr. and Malala Yousafzai.  
On the yard and in physical activities, the themes of teamwork, playing by the rules, compromise, sharing 
and taking turns were practiced and recognized. Many students were “caught” having an awareness of 
fairness and awarded fairness tickets that were entered into our weekly recognition draws.  
 At JD Hogarth, fair play is encouraged every day and as a result of our fairness focus, all of our 
students now have the tools necessary to put this into practice. 
Next up in our Character Education Program: HONESTY 

http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/policy


Talking about Mental Health - May 2016:  
May 2nd to 6th is Child and Youth Mental Health Week! 
Have a SUPER Week!  Let’s increase everyone’s mental health and well-being!  Here are some mental 
health tips from CMHA: 
Social Connections 
Uplifting Emotions 
Personal Health 
Emotional Calming 
Resilient Thinking 
Now that you have started building all those wonderful skills, keep it going throughout the month and 
the year! 
Mental Health Tips from CMHA 
Think about your emotional well-being.  Assess your emotional health regularly.  Consider the particular 
demands or stresses you are facing and how they are affecting you.  Give yourself permission to take a 
break from your worries and concerns.  Recognize that dedicating even a short time every day to your 
mental fitness will reap significant benefits in terms of feeling rejuvenated and more confident. 
Here are some simple ways to practice mental fitness: 
Daydream – Close your eyes and imagine yourself in a dream location.  Breathe slowly and deeply.  Whether it’s a beach, a 
mountaintop, a hushed forest or a favourite room from your past, let the comforting environment wrap you in a sensation of 
peace and tranquility. 
“Collect” positive emotional moments – Make it a point to recall times when you have experienced pleasure, comfort, 
tenderness, confidence, or other positive emotions. 
Learn ways to cope with negative thoughts – Negative thoughts can be insistent and loud. Learn to interrupt them.  Don’t try 
to block them (that never works), but don’t let them take over.  Try distracting yourself or comforting yourself, if you can’t 
solve the problem right away. 
Do one thing at a time – For example, when you are out for a walk or spending time with friends, turn off your cell phone and 
stop making that mental “to do” list.  Take in all the sights, sounds and smells you encounter. 
Exercise – Regular physical activity improves psychological well-being and can reduce depression and anxiety.  Joining an 
exercise group or a gym can also reduce loneliness, since it connects you with a new set of people sharing a common goal. 
Enjoy hobbies – Taking up a hobby brings balance to your life by allowing you to do something you enjoy because you want to dot 
it, free of the pressure of everyday tasks.  It also keeps your brain active. 
Set personal goals – Goals don’t have to be ambitious.  You might decide to finish that book your started three years ago; to 
take a walk around the block every day; to learn to knit or play bridge; to call your friends instead of waiting for the phone to 
ring.  Whatever goal you set, reaching it will build confidence and a sense of satisfaction. 
Keep a journal – Expressing yourself after a stressful day can help you gain perspective, release tension and even boost your 
body’s resistance to illness. 
Share humour – Life often gets too serious, so when you hear or see something that makes you smile or laugh, share it with 
someone you know.  A little humour can go a long way to keeping us mentally fit! 
Volunteer – Volunteering is called the “win-win” activity because helping others makes us feel good about ourselves.  At the 
same time, it widens our social network, provides us with new learning experiences and can bring balance to our lives. 
Treat yourself well – Cook yourself a good meal.  Have a bubble bath.  See a movie.  Call a friend or relative you haven’t talked 
to in ages.  Sit on a park bench and breathe in the fragrance of flowers and grass.  Whatever it is, do it just for you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



School Council Corner 
 
Have your kids told you all about the fun and varied activities they took part in on Arts Day in April? Thanks to 
your support, School Council helped to offer experiences in painting, dance, cooking, cake decorating, map 
making, and so much more! Be sure to mark your calendars for May 5 from 5-7pm when you will get to see 
samples of their amazing work at our annual Arts Night Open House and BBQ! We are always looking for 
volunteers to help out at events such as these. If you're interested in lending a hand, please contact Jennifer 
Hatch at sellingfergus@gmail.com. We couldn't do it without you! 
 
In our pursuit to bring you fundraisers that don't require extra spending, we are pleased to announce that we 
will soon be launching an ongoing paperless fundraiser with Fundscrip. With Fundscrip, you order gift cards 
online that are shipped directly to your home for the things you buy anyway! Think groceries, gas, clothing, 
gifts...Stay tuned for more information coming home soon! 
 
With the beautiful spring weather finally here, now is a great time to start great habits like walking to and 
from school. Why not start a "walking school bus" in your neighbourhood? It's a great way to get to know your 
neighbours, get extra fresh air and exercise, cut down on traffic around the school, and help the environment! 
 
Want up-to-the-minute info on what's going on with our School Council? Please join our Facebook group JD 
Hogarth Community: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1810548639172149/ 
 
You are invited to join us for our next School Council meeting on Tuesday May 10th at 6:45 pm in the school 
library. Everyone is welcome to sit-in, listen, share ideas...it's up to you! 
 
 
 

Dates to Remember: 
 
May 2  Grade 6 Trip Parent Information Night 
May 3  Focus on Nature – F45F 
May 4  Focus on Nature – 34A, 56A, 56C  
May 5  Spring Open House & BBQ 
May 9  Green Legacy – F45E, F45F 
May 10 Green Legacy – 56A, 56C 
May 11 Green Legacy – F34C, F6B  
May 12 Green Legacy – 45B, 45D 
May 13 Volunteer Appreciation  
May 16 Focus on Nature – 45B 
May 18 Focus on Nature – F45E  
May 19 Focus on Nature – 45D 
May 19 Vaccinations for Grade 7’s & Grade 8’s 
May 20 Jump Rope for Heart 
May 20 Crazy Hair Day 
May 23 Victoria Day Holiday 
May 24 Track & Field – Junior 
May 26 Kindergarten Night 
May 25-27 and May 30-June 1 EQAO – Grades 3 & 6 
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