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Principal’s Message 
 
November has certainly been a busy month. Hopefully, you got the chance to meet with 
your child’s teacher to discuss important next steps towards achieving learning goals. 
Never underestimate the importance of communication between home and school.  
 
It was lovely to see everyone out for the Holiday Market 2016. Thanks to all the 
volunteers who helped out to make it a great success. 
 
We will be hosting a “Holiday Extravaganza” concert on Thursday, December 22, 2016. 
The JK/SK’s will perform starting at 9:30 am. Grades 1 through 6 will perform on the 
same day at 11:30 am. Both concerts are guaranteed to be super adorable so please 
come out and join us! 
 
All the staff at Edward Johnson would like to wish all of you a safe, relaxing, and 
enjoyable holiday. We look forward to all the new adventures that await us in 2017. 
 
 
Katherine Wainman (Principal) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 2016 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
 

         December 23     Last Day of School 

         December 25     Christmas Day 
         January 1               Happy New Year 

         January 9              First Day Back 

 



Upcoming Events at Edward Johnson 
 

 Lions Vision Screen JK/SK and Grade 2’s Wednesday, December 7 

 VIP for Grade 6’s (Cyber Bullying and Internet Safety) Friday, December 9 

 School Council Meeting on Monday, December 12 at 6:30 in the library. 

 Holiday Extravaganza Concert 
o JK/SK Thursday, December 22 at 9:30 am 
o Grades 1 to 6, Thursday, December 22 at 11:30 am 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Winter 
 
This is a reminder to ensure that all our learners come to school prepared for the 
weather.  Appropriate jackets, boots, mittens and hats are a must as temperatures get 
colder.  Also, a reminder to students that when the snow finally does fall, due to safety 
reasons snowballs are not allowed to be thrown on school property nor on the way to 
and from school. 
 
 

 

 

 

WOW Butter 
 
School Safe Soy Butter or WOW butter are not permitted in schools. These products 
defy current school board practices created to help provide a safe classroom 
environment for peanut and tree nut allergic staff and students. The issue with these 
products is that it would be difficult to tell the difference between a peanut butter 
sandwich and that of one made with “School Safe Soy Butter” It could give student who 
cannot tell the difference the false impression that it is safe to bring peanut butter 
sandwiches to school. This could create a lot of confusion as well as a very unsafe 
environment for our peanut anaphylactic student and staff population. It may also 
require teachers to spend more time monitoring lunches. Allowing this product in the 
school, could easily make peanut/nut allergic staff and students very uncomfortable and 
undermine the safety of the safety of the classroom. 
 

Teacher Gift Idea – Donate to Free to Achieve!  
 
This Holiday Season, consider making a donation to the Upper Grand Learning 
Foundation Free to Achieve Fund in honour of your child’s teacher. Funds provide for 
student needs such as winter coats and boots, running shoes, eye glasses, hearing 
aids, field trips and programs that are outside of school hours.  Or you can direct your 



donation to projects that benefit your child’s school. Tax Receipts are provided for 
donations of $20 or more.  For more information visit the UGLF website  at 
www.uppergrandlearningfoundation.com 
 

 

 

Student Punctuality 
 
Being on time is an important life skill that we encourage all our students to display.  
When students arrive on time, they receive an overview of the day’s activities and allow 
the teacher to efficiently complete the general housekeeping activities such as taking 
attendance or the collection of forms and money.  They hear the announcements which 
inform them of general school information and are a part of the opening exercises.  
Being on time also eliminates unnecessary disruptions to classes.  We appreciate the 
effort made by most students to be on time.  Punctuality is a benefit for the students as 
well as a courtesy to others. 
 
Late Students 
 
If you are arriving late please be sure to come to the office and sign in your child. 
He/She will be given a late slip. This helps to avoid unnecessary calls home which can 
be very worrisome for all concerned. 
 
 
  School Council 
 
A reminder that Council meetings are a great way to become involved in your child’s 
education.  Generally, we meet the second Monday of each month.  The next official 
Council meeting will be held on Monday, December 12, 2016 at 6:30 pm in the library.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Buses 
 
 
Please be advised of the UGDSB Transportation Policy:  
 
It is the responsibility of parents to determine whether or not it is safe for their children 
to leave for school in inclement or severe weather. 
a) When a bus does not travel a route in the morning due to fog, ice or snow conditions, 
it will not travel that route in the afternoon. 
b) If parents elect to drive their child to school, they are responsible for their child’s pick-
up at dismissal time. 

http://www.uppergrandlearningfoundation.com/
http://www.uppergrandlearningfoundation.com/


http://calendarholidays.xyz/holiday/168/human-rights-day.  

 

 
A reminder that if the buses are cancelled in the morning, they do not run in the 
afternoon.  If you decide to drive your child to school in the morning, please be sure to 
pick them up at the end of the day as well. 
 

 

Monthly Environmental Activities to help celebrate our 
planet 

December 10th is Human Rights Day! 

It is vital to teach our children to respect and take care of the 
environment. 

Celebrate Human Rights Day on December 10th!  

 “This year, Human Rights Day calls on everyone to stand up for someone's rights. It 
starts with each of us.” Step forward and defend the rights of someone whose voice is 
not being heard. Demonstrate an understanding of equality, human dignity and justice. 
Consider and be respectful of the rights and 
opinions of others, especially if they are different 
from yours. Recognize that human rights include 
the right for all of us to have access to clean 
water, unpolluted air and healthy food. 

 “There is no action that is too small: wherever you are, 
you can make a difference. Together, let’s take a stand 

for more humanity.”  

-- UN High Commissioner for Human Rights: Zeid 
Ra'ad Al Hussein” 

http://www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/ 

Simple yet meaningful ways for your family to celebrate the rights and 
responsibilities that we all share as human beings! 

 

 Learn about how children live in other parts of the world. Look at pictures on the web and 
discuss how we are the same and how we we are different. 

 Read the book: We Are All Born Free: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights in Pictures 
by Amnesty International 

 Read the Ontario Environmental Bill of Rights. Decide if there is a cause your family wants to 
support, or an Ecojustice action you want to take on. 

http://calendarholidays.xyz/holiday/168/human-rights-day
http://www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/


 Talk to someone you know who is from another country.  Where are they from?  What was 
their life like there?  What language did they speak?  Did they go to school? What do they 
miss?  What do they like about their new country? 

 Start a tradition of doing a family service project on Human Rights Day. There are many 
opportunities to volunteer, such as preparing and serving meals at a local homeless shelter or 
simply gathering enough to put together a bunch of care packages of simple needs and 
necessities. https://humanrightswarrior.com 

 
 
 

Discover the Awesome Tools that Students 
Can Access in the Read & Write Toolbar 

 
 

 
Every student in the Upper Grand District School Board has access to a handful of incredible tools via an app 

called  Read & Write that can help them with reading, comprehension, written expression, & gathering research.  

 

Read & Write is attached to student accounts, so students need to be logged into Chrome to use this feature.   

 

Check it out!  … Supports on the R&W toolbar include; 

 

 
  Word Prediction 

 

 
 Quick access to dictionary tools 

              

 Having text read out loud in English or in French 
 

 
 A tracking tool that provides a focus when reading 
 

 
 The ability to turn your speech to text  
 

 
Highlight and collect text, & build vocabulary lists 
 

 
Changes to Voice, Speed & Language can be made easily in Settings 
 

 

https://humanrightswarrior.com/


Read & Write tools are powerful for ALL kids, but they make a huge difference for those with learning 

disabilities.  These tools allow students to read independently, comprehend more of what they are reading, and 

demonstrate their understanding; allowing them to work smarter, not harder.  

 

 
Thanks again to our Edward Johnson family. All the best to you and your family! 
 


