
Creative Thinking 
 

The Ministry of Education recently released a document entitled 21st Century Competencies that outlines four 
key competencies.  They include critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativity and 
innovation.  The document outlines how these key competencies impact learning in the classroom, in the 
world, and later in life in careers. 

 
Looking for some ideas to inspire creativity at home?  Consider these invitations to create and innovate: 

 
1. Read picture books that promote creative thinking with everyday materials such as Not a Box or 

Not a Stick by Antoinette Portis.  Then collect some sticks or a few boxes and let your child’s 
imagination run wild! 
 

2. Explore the idea of provocations at home.  A provocation is simply putting materials or items 
together that provoke thinking and curiosity.  It could be as simple as a basket of unusual 
household items (old vinyl records, a variety of nuts and bolts, open-ended building materials, 
some paper and writing materials, etc.) and asking your child what they might be able to do with 
these items.  Offering similar materials over a period of time allows children to challenge 
themselves to come up with even more creative ideas using the same things. 

 
3. Offer your child a variety of open-ended art materials (markers, watercolours, plasticine, buttons 

and loose parts, etc.) to allow them to do the creative thinking and planning instead of pre-planned 
crafts.  

 
4. Together create a dance routine to a current song, or even better, use an oldie but a 

goodie.  Inspire your child to create dance moves for the verses, and then change up the moves in 
the chorus. Engaged in the fun of being innovative; your child will be creating dance phrases and 
exploring musical form by doing this! 

 
5. Re-purpose containers, or small boxes and create a scavenger hunt outside in the snow. Place 

found objects in the containers/boxes as clues that your child needs to piece together. By placing 
the containers/boxes ahead of time as a scavenger hunt, you will have created a large scale 
“provocation” that can lead to imaginative play afterwards. Use the idea of discovering artifacts in 
the outside environment as an invitation to create a map of your backyard, or a forested area near 
your house. Build on this idea...and make new scavenger hunts and maps as an inquisitive way to 
learn about your home and local environment together. 

 
“Awareness of one’s inner feelings and thoughts is a prerequisite to making art. Inspiration and 
innovative thinking spring from this awareness and provide us with new answers and solutions, 
and new questions to pursue” (The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 1-8: The Arts, p.19). 
 


