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     April 2017 
Principal’s Message 
Spring is finally here and we’re all looking forward to warmer temperatures and more time outside! We have great 

expectations for our second term of the year, and lots of good news to share. 

 

We are so fortunate at Priory Park P.S. to have many community partnerships that support our students. These 

include volunteers from Sifton, the University of Guelph, and Reading Circle, co-op education student placements 

from our local secondary schools, parents and community volunteers and student teachers.  A big thank you to all of 

the people who provide support to our students! 

 

Just a reminder that school begins at 8:45 a.m., which means that students should arrive at the school before the 

8:45 bell, so they are ready to enter the school with their classes.  When students are late, they miss important 

announcements and learning, and sadly, it also disrupts the learning that is already taking place in class.  Please help 

your students to learn the important life lesson of time management and dedication to their “job” of being at 

school on time and ready for the school day. 

 

If your child needs to be late due to an appointment or unforeseen event, we respectfully request that parents 

sign students in at the office so that students can walk to class independently. Adults should not be in the hallways 

unless they have signed in at the office. At the end of the day, we also ask that parents/caregivers remain outside 

until students are brought to meet them, rather than adding to the congestion in the hallways caused by extra 

people and strollers. Thank you, in advance, for your consideration and cooperation in this matter. 

K. Kowch 

 

Parent Communication 
Please remember to organize after school arrangements with your children in the morning before they come to 

school.  If your child is to leave school early or there is a change in their regular after school routine, please write 

it in the agenda.  For the safety of your child, we hesitate to relay messages received by phone, as we cannot 

guarantee the identity of the caller. 

 

If an emergency occurs and you find that you need to get a message to your child, we will do our best, but we may 

not be able to answer the phone or get a message to your child.  Please do not leave an important message on the 

answering machine as messages are checked only as time allows. 

 

School Entry & Dismissal 
As the nicer weather encourages us all to enjoy the great outdoors, just a reminder that our yard is only 

supervised for 15 minutes before and after school daily.  Children should not be arriving before 8:30 a.m. in the 

morning.  It is also very important to let the school know if your child is going to be late or away.  This helps us 

with our safe arrival program. For the continued safety of your children, please remind them to walk home directly 

after school (preferably with a buddy or two) or to be picked up promptly at 3:15. The safety of your child is 

important to everyone and safety rules should be reinforced with them so they understand the procedures to 

follow. 

 



 

EQAO Update 
As mandated by the Ministry of Education, students in Grade 3 and 6 will take part in the annual EQAO 

assessments of Reading, Writing and Mathematics.  Our Priory Park schedule is as follows: 

Grade 3 – Wed., May 24th – Fri., May 26th 

Grade 6 – Tues., May 30th – Thurs., June 1st  

.  It is important that those students taking part complete all sections of the test.  Please try to schedule 

appointments at other times. 

 

School Safety  
With warmer spring weather, parents and students alike are reminded of the tendency of drivers to increase their 

speed.  Please remind your children of the traffic safety rules when coming to and from school and while “out and 

about” in the neighbourhood.  Students are reminded to use the sidewalks to enter the school and not cut through 

our busy school parking lot. 

 

Our street patrollers will also help to enforce these rules and have just completed their safety review with 

Officer Robin this week.  Please help to support their very important role in our school community.  They are on 

duty at the following times and locations: 

8:30 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. 

3:15 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.      

 

CROSS LIGHTS AT SCOTTSDALE DRIVE (in front of school) 

PRIORY PARK DRIVEWAYS (for use of busses, taxis and staff only) 

 

Junior/Senior Kindergarten Registration 
We are completing our Junior Kindergarten registration for September 2017.  Please contact the school as soon as 

possible if you or your neighbour has a child who was born in 2013 and they have not yet registered at the school. 

If your child is currently in Junior Kindergarten you do NOT need to register them for Senior Kindergarten.   

  

Priory Park P.S.’s “Canada, Eh?!” Spring Social 
As part of our Education Week celebrations, Priory Park will be having a “Canada, Eh?!” Spring Social and Book Fair.  

This annual community event will be held on Wednesday, May 3rd from 6:30-8:00p.m.  Mark your calendars now to 

save the date!  Our School Council involvement will include a dessert party and basket raffle to raise funds for our 

new Library/Learning Commons.  A notice will come home next week with further details.    

 

Dogs On The Playground 
With the warmer weather, it’s nice to include a dog walk with a walk to school.  Our playground is a busy, crowded 

place and we have some children who are not comfortable around dogs.  If you are walking to school with your dog, 

please say goodbye or meet your child at the front of the school on the sidewalk or on the back portion of our 

field.  We ask that dogs not be on our schoolyard when our students are here.  Thanks, too, for helping our 

community members using the property to abide by the same rule and to also “poop & scoop”.  We want to ensure 

clean play spaces for our students. 

 

Safety on the Playground     
Our play structures are officially open in April, now that the formal inspection has taken place.  Please note that 

With the warm weather approaching it is a good time to remind everyone - students, parents, staff and yard 

supervisors of the rules that help make these structures fun and safe places to play.  Our playground is designed 

for users aged 5-12 and we do not provide supervision, maintenance and inspections outside of school hours. 

 

 



Rules for students: 

1. no pushing 

2. no running around play structures 

3. no fighting 

4. no eating while on the playground equipment 

5. no throwing sticks, stones or other objects 

 

The following are not allowed on the equipment: 

- skipping ropes, scarves or loose drawstrings on children’s clothing 

 

We have also been advised by our insurance company that children should not wear bicycle helmets on the play 

structures.  You should also know that in the event of an injury, students and staff are reminded that the injured 

person should not be moved, and a supervisor must be notified immediately. 

 

We know how much the children enjoy our play structure and are looking forward to the spring weather so they can 

use it again.  We make safety at play our major concern, and will be reminding our students and staff on a regular 

basis about the playground rules.  We hope that you will reinforce them at home with your child.  

 

Allergy Reminder 
Please be reminded that many students have allergies in the school – please ensure that all foods containing nuts 

are not brought to school, including Nutella.  Please choose alternative foods to keep all kids safe. 

 

Follow & retweet @WDGASRTS in April & you could win a grocery gift card! 

April 22nd is Earth Day! Are you looking for an easy way to celebrate Earth Day every day? Walk, bike or wheel to 

and from school! In addition to reducing air pollution around school, kids will benefit from more exercise, social 

time, independence and concentration at school.  

Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Active & Safe Routes to School (WDG ASRTS) encourages families to walk, bike or 

wheel to and from school safely every day.  @WDGASRTS posts useful tips, news and information on Twitter to 

help your family’s feet hit the pavement on your school commute. 

Follow & you could win!! If you begin to follow @WDGASRTS in the month of April and retweet one of our tweets, 

your name will be entered to win a grocery gift card!@WDGASRTS #wdgwalkstoschool 

 

Food & Friends 
Thank you to all the volunteers who have helped to make our Food & Friends student nutrition program such a 

success this school year.  The donation of time that you have given and your ongoing support says so much about 

your capacity for compassion and generosity. http://www.childrensfoundation.org/downloads/positioning-

statement.jpg  

Thanks for your continued support of our programs as well!   
Anita Macfarlane 
Community Program Director 

Food & Friends 

The Children’s Foundation of Guelph and Wellington 

87 Waterloo Ave, Guelph, ON. N1H 3H6 

519-826-9551 Ext.22  

www.childrensfoundation.org 

 

 

http://www.childrensfoundation.org/downloads/positioning-statement.jpg
http://www.childrensfoundation.org/downloads/positioning-statement.jpg
www.childrensfoundation.org
http://www.livefreewdg.ca/


Monthly Environmental Activities to help celebrate our planet 

           April 22nd is Earth Day! 

It is vital to teach our children to respect and take care of the environment. 

Celebrate Earth Day on April 22nd!  

 “Founded in 1990, Earth Day Canada inspires people of all ages across the country 

to connect with nature and build resilient communities as well as foster an 

intrinsically motivated, enduring commitment to stewardship and 

conservation.” https://earthday.ca/about/ 

 

Why is it so important to connect kids with nature? 

Kids who don’t get outside, who aren’t stimulated by their environment, won’t grow up 

with the motivation to protect our planet. Kids who don’t connect to their inner nature through creative play won’t 

be as resilient as generations before them.”           https://earthday.ca/ed2017/everyone/ 

 

Ideas for your family to celebrate Earth Day: 

 

 Get involved with Earth Day’s EarthPlay https://earthday.ca/ed2017/schools/ . You can download an 

activity tool kit and enjoy the many suggestions to promote outdoor activities and learning for kids. 

 Spend a day outside. In the garden with your family, plant vegetables, trees or native flowers and attract 

native animals and pollinators. Or join a local community event to help clean your neighbourhood or restore 

local plant life,  

 Make commitments to cut down on your energy usage as well as waste. Turn lights off, power down 

electrical devices, turn down your thermostat and only do full loads of laundry and dishes. Always bring 

cloth bags when shopping, refuse to buy over packaged products, and lug a mug instead of using non-

recyclable coffee cups. 

 Learn more about the environment and the effects of global warming. Encourage awareness and 

promote the Reduce, Reuse and Recycle way of life. 

Remember that every day is Earth Day! Don't restrict yourself to just one day a year. Make environmental actions 

and caring about the planet a habit - on Earth Day and every day. 

 

FSL (French as a Second Language) 

“Today a reader, tomorrow a leader” - Margaret Fuller.  

In education, we strive to teach our students how to be critical readers so that they can flourish in their future 

endeavours whether in English or in French. Reading skills in French are not unlike reading skills in your first 

language, however, reading in French does require attention to a different sound system, different vocabulary and 

at times an understanding of contexts or cultures that may be different than those in another language.  

 

How can parents support student reading at home when they don’t speak French? 

waystogogreenblog.com 

 

 

https://earthday.ca/about/
https://earthday.ca/ed2017/everyone/
https://earthday.ca/ed2017/schools/


One way to do this is to read with your child in their first language. Research shows that reading behaviours and 

skills are transferable across languages. For example, understanding how to retell a story in English using the 

beginning, middle, and end structure is a skill that is transferable to French. 

 

Opportunities for shared reading will support motivation and skills in reading no matter the language. Asking your 

child to predict what the text will be about or what will happen next, to visualise what is happening as you read and 

to use picture clues to better understand the text are all activities that will positively impact reading.  

 

Another way to support and motivate your child is to encourage them to read to you in French and then ask them to 

summarize or retell what they have read. This shows them that you are interested in and value their reading 

experience in French and may even teach you some new French vocabulary along the way.  Simply having a 

conversation with your child about what they are reading in French and asking questions is an additional way to 

show your interest and support. 

 

What happens when students are not moving forward in their reading or parents have concerns about student 

progress?  

 

Research shows that interventions can be effectively delivered in the student’s first language as well as in French 

at a time when the gap between strong and weak readers is still relatively small. Early intervention is key. 

Discussing your concerns as soon as they arise by speaking with your child’s teacher and then examining appropriate 

courses of action and supports as a team are important first steps.  

 

It is important to remember that a student struggling in reading does not mean that the student is not a good fit 

for learning French. French as a second language programs are for all students. Promoting this belief helps to 

create a supportive environment where students feel more confident and can be successful. 

Further Reading: 

1. What Works? Research into Practice. “Supporting Early Language and Literacy. Dr. Janette Pelletier OISE, 

University of Toronto. The Literacy and Numeracy Secretariat. 

 

2. What Works? Research into Practice. “ Early Identification and Intervention for At-Risk Readers in French 

Immersion. Nancy Wise and Dr. Xi Chen. OISE, University of Toronto. The Literacy and Numeracy Secretariat. 

 

 

Talking about Mental Health - May 1-5 is Child and Youth Mental Health and Well-being 

Week! 

Child and Youth Mental Health and Well-being Week is in the first week of May. It is about promoting mental 

wellness, increasing awareness of the child and youth mental health, decreasing stigma and understanding that 

support is available. Let’s improve everyone’s mental health and well- being!   

The theme for Child and Youth Mental Health and Well-being at UGDSB is: Have a SUPER Week!  

Social Connections 

Understanding Emotions 

Personal Health 

Empowerment 

Resilience 



Each day of the week will focus on a different aspect of Mental Health and Well Being. The schools will be 

provided with resources and activities related to each day’s theme.   

As a parent, you can increase the Mental Health and Well-being of your children, youth and family too! Here are 

some suggestions: 

Monday May 1 -Social Connection - “Be the Reason Someone Smiles Today”.   

Say Hi to 3 people that you do not know. Perform a random act of kindness.  

 

Tuesday May 2 – Understanding Emotions – “Understanding Emotions Creates Positive Actions”  

Right now, stop and reflect on how you are feeling. Take a couple of moments as a family to do some deep 

breathing. http://youth.anxietybc.com/how-do-it  Now, how are you feeling? 

 

On Wednesday, wear GREEN to support Mental Health Awareness.  

 

Wednesday May 3 – Personal Health - “Move, Sleep, Eat, Repeat. Keep yourself healthy every day”.   

Did you know that how our bodies feel affects how good we are feeling? Three of the best things you can 

do to improve your mood is to exercise, sleep well and eat well. Go for a walk or play a game, get outside, 

turn off the devices an hour before bed and eat fresh food! The more you do to help your body feel good, 

the better you will feel!   

 

Thursday May 4 – Empowerment - “Change Your Thoughts, Change Your World”.   

You are encouraged to look for ways to make a difference in your school and community.  Start small, you 

never know where it will lead to.  

 

Centennial C.V.I. Reunion 
To all of our Centennial Alumni.  We are now at the stage where we need our former staff and students to register 

for the Saturday night (May 6) Reunion event at the Sleeman Centre.  Your registration will help us to order ample 

food and drinks, as well as the appropriate number of Sleeman Centre staff for this licensed event. There is no 

cost to register; however, we would greatly appreciate any donation you would like to make, as they will offset the 

cost of the evening. We will have a table set up at the door to accept donations.  Once the costs are covered, all 

other funds will be put towards a general scholarship fund for our graduates.   

 

Please find below the link to the reunion web site. 

 

http://www.classcreator.com/Guelph-Ontario-Centennial-Collegiate-And-Vocational-Instit/class_index.cfm 

 

On the homepage, you will find a sign in/register button on the right hand side of the homepage. Your first step is 

to register on the Centennial Alumni page, using your graduating year .  For staff, you can select the year you 

retired from teaching.   

 

Once registered, click on the 50th reunion link found at the top navigation bar.  Link is also provided below. On the 

50th reunion page, you will find the link for registration.  If  you are bringing a guest, please indicate that when 

signing up for the Saturday night. Please pass this information along to anyone who wishes to attend the event.   

 

http://www.classcreator.com/Guelph-Ontario-Centennial-Collegiate-And-Vocational-

Instit/ep_event.cfm?EventID=5577 

 

http://youth.anxietybc.com/how-do-it
http://www.classcreator.com/Guelph-Ontario-Centennial-Collegiate-And-Vocational-Instit/class_index.cfm
http://www.classcreator.com/Guelph-Ontario-Centennial-Collegiate-And-Vocational-Instit/ep_event.cfm?EventID=5577
http://www.classcreator.com/Guelph-Ontario-Centennial-Collegiate-And-Vocational-Instit/ep_event.cfm?EventID=5577


Mary Noventa 

Administrative Assistant to Vice Principal 

Centennial C.V.I. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


