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Principal’s Message 
Dear Parents & Guardians: 
We have indeed had some wintery February, 
with cold temperatures and far less snow falling 
this season. We are hopeful that March will 
bring a promise of longer, sunnier days and 
warmer temperatures, as we welcome spring 
on March 21st. As well, we hope many families 
will be enjoying the joyful benefits of snow or 
an opportunity to escape to warmer climates, 
over March Break.  

It is with sadness that I write this next 
paragraph.  Late in February it was decided 
that I would be moving to Princess Elizabeth 
Public School in Orangeville commencing after 
the March Break.  Friday March 11th will be my 
last day. PEPS is a Kindergarten to Grade 8 
French Immersion ( K-3) school.  This is a new 
and exciting opportunity for me as a Principal. 
My short time here at Ross R. MacKay has 
been most enjoyable.  The school community 
has offered chances to learn and grow 
personally and professionally.  The time spent 
with your children/grandchildren has been 
heartwarming and wonderful.  They were able 
to teach me new and exciting things each and 
every day.  I truly will miss spending my days 
with them.  We welcome back Mr. Mitch Zuk.  
Mr. Zuk was a Principal here years ago and he 
is looking forward to returning to RRM until 
June.  Please stop by the office to say hello  

 
and offer your “welcome back”.  Thank you for 
your time and your talents.  This is an amazing 
school filled with staff, students and 
parents/caregivers that are passionate about 
learning from one another. 
 
Over the winter months we have collected 
many ‘lost and found’ items. There is a lost 
and found bin; one located in the front foyer.  
All items not picked up will be given to charities 
after March Break.  If your child is missing 
something, please take a moment to come into 
the school to look for the item.  

Teachers are working with students to deepen 
the conceptual understanding of Mathematics. 
Math problems can be found in just about 
every activity we undertake. If we challenge our 
kids to use their math skills in daily activities, 
we are helping them develop a better 
understanding of Mathematics. Turn long 
drives over March Break into fun math 
challenges: km per litre of gas, kms to go until 
destination is reached, invent ways to save 
$ on your trip, look at change from money 
given to a cashier…..so many opportunities for 
kids to be challenged! 

Enjoy your March Break. 
Yours Sincerely, 

Mr. P. Huddleston 
  



 
March Break 

 

March Break begins on:  
Mon., Mar. 14  Fri., Mar. 18.  

Classes resume  
Mon., Mar. 21, 2016 

 
 
 
 

Pink Shirt Day  
On Wednesday, February 24th, 
students and staff wore pink 
shirts to demonstrate their 
belief that bullying must stop. 

 
 

 
 
Thank-you to all families who participated 
in our Live Free From Hunger program. 
Many students chose to live free of video 
games and television, while staff gave up 
coffee, sweets, and junk food!  Thank-you 
for helping to keep our breakfast and snack 
programs continuing for students at Ross 
R. MacKay.   
 

Grade 6 Graduation Photos & 
Celebration 

 
The Grade 6 graduation photos will be taken on 
Friday, March 31sth, 2016. Students should wear 
a white blouse or dress shirt.  Order forms will be 
sent home before pictures are taken. There will not 
be a retake day scheduled for students who are 
absent. 
Looking ahead……Wednesday, June 16th, 2016 is 
the date for Ross R. MacKay`s Grade 6 Celebration 
Ceremony.   More information will be sent home 
from staff as we get closer to the date. 

 

Kindergarten 
Registration 

 
If you have not already registered 
your child for Kindergarten for 
September, 2016, please drop 
into the office to pick up the 
necessary forms or print them 
from the Board Website.  Eligible students for 
the JK Program must be four years of age on 
or before December 31, 2015. 
 
 
 

School Closure 
 
If schools are closed for any reason, extreme cold 
weather, etc., or if busses are cancelled, the Board 
publishes this information to its website.  As well, 
the following radio stations will broadcast 
information: 
 

1460 AM CJOY 
106.1 MagicFM 
99.1 FM CBC 
News talk 570 AM 
96.7 FM CHYM 
98.1 FM CHFI 
680 AM CFTR 
92.5 KISS FM 

 
Alternatively, watch the A-Channel News television 
news for school closures, or click the ‘School 
Closure Info.’ link for information supplied directly 
by the Upper Grand District School Board. 
 
Parents are reminded NOT to bring their children to 
school if it is closed to students. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

Message from the 
Lunch & Milk Program 

 
Hello Everyone.... 
 
We have almost made it!  This cold winter is 
almost behind us.  I don't know about you, but I 
am welcoming spring and summer with open 
arms this year.  This snow can go.  So can the 
bitter cold. 
 
Can't find your child's Lunch Order Form?  Or 
need an extra one?  There is now a sleeve 
outside the office (on  the School Council 
Bulletin board) for those needing a Lunch 
Order Form.  The School Council Bulletin 
Board also posts current and upcoming menus 
and dates, as well as Breakfast Club 
information.  
 
APRIL ORDER DUE DATE IS:   
 

Friday, March 11th, 2016 (by 3pm) 
 
Just a note:  ALL April Lunch Orders MUST be 
in by the due date.  NO orders will be accepted 
after the March Break.  So, to ensure you don't 
miss this deadline - PLEASE GET YOUR 
ORDER IN ON OR BEFORE THE DUE DATE. 
 
Late on orders? Or always forgetting what the 
Friday lunch is?  Then "Like" my page on 
Facebook.  You will receive reminders for 
Lunch Order due dates, "Lunch of the Week" 
notifications, and other school updates.  Just 
search "RRM Lunch & Milk Program" page on 
Facebook to get your notifications. Be sure to 
share this page with fellow parents/guardians 
within the school. 
 
Have a Magnificent March and be safe over the 
March Break! 
 

Cherie Jardine 
Lunch & Milk Coordinator 

Ross R. MacKay Public School 
519-827-4556 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking for occasional  
Noon Hour Supervisors.  

 
These are PAID 

positions.  If interested,  
please contact the  

school office. 
 

  

Dates to Remember 
 
• Monday, March 14, 2016  

Friday, March 18, 2016 
 March Break 
 (No school for staff and students) 
 
• Friday, March 25, 2016 

Good Friday 
 
• Monday, March 28, 2016 

Easter Monday 



 
 

UGDSB & Digital Saturday 
 

 
UGDSB invites parents to learn about classroom technology at ‘Digital Saturday’. 
 
The Upper Grand District School Board is hosting an open house featuring displays and 
workshops on how students are using technology to learn. “Digital Saturday” takes place on 
March 5, 2016, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Westminster Woods Public School in Guelph. 
 
“In the last few years there has been exponential growth in the use of technological tools and 
resources in Upper Grand schools,” said Brent McDonald, Superintendent of Education 
responsible for Information Technology. “Students don’t stop using what they’re learning as 
soon as the bell rings at the end of the day. A good number of these resources are available 
24/7, so they’re used at home and school.”. 
 
A presentation on technology in the classroom to the board’s Parent Involvement Committee 
was the inspiration for the idea of hosting a technology open house for all parents. 
 
“We thought a Saturday morning would be the best time for both parents to come out and see 
what we’re doing,” said McDonald. “Students can come too.” 
 
Digital Saturday will be an opportunity to explore and learn about: 
 
• New technologies in the classroom like Chromebooks, UGCloud 
• Assistive technologies to support all learners including Kurzweil and Read & Write for 
Google 
• Robotics and coding and virtual reality in the classroom demonstrations 
• Online digital resources for assisting student learning such as UG2GO, UGCloud and 
Homework Help 
 
There will be lots of opportunities for interaction and co-learning. Older children (8 and up) 
may find the display tables and workshops informative and engaging. 
 
We hope to see you there as partners in education! 
 
Event details: 
 
• DATE: Saturday March 5, 2016 
• TIME: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Open house closes at 12 p.m. 
• LOCATION: Westminster Woods Public School, 140 Goodwin Drive, Guelph 
 
For more information: 
 
Heather Loney, Communications and Community Engagement Officer 
519-822-4420 ext.725 
heather.loney@ugdsb.on.ca 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Strengthening Families 
For the Future 

No cost skills-building program for families with children aged 7-11 

Who should a
end? 

Families who live in Wellington 

County  

who are willing to par�cipate in a 

program & want to grow paren�ng 

skills and family communica�on  

 

 

Family dinner provided. Assistance 

with transporta�on provided 

where necessary. Please ask if you 

need assistance with childcare for 

children under 7. 

Strengthening Families is a 

successful family program because 

it involves the whole family, not 

just the parents or children alone.  

• Improve family communica�on 

• Increase posi�ve and effec�ve 

paren�ng skills 

• Increase children's resilience  

  

“Our primary goal is  

having fun, but you will learn 

things along the way!” 

“ The most important  

skill I learned was  

how to talk so kids will  

hear me.” 

 

To register or for more information, contact: 

Jane Fawcett 

Strengthening Families Program Coordinator 

(CMHA WWD) 1 844 264 2993 x 2110  

jfawcett@cmhawwd.ca 

Like us @ Strengthening Families Wellington   

The next Strengthening 

Families for the Future is 

being organized to start in 

March 2016.  

We are looking for 

families who live in North 

or Central Wellington to 

a
end. A loca'on will be 

booked once we have 

families registered. 

Mee'ng one evening a 

week for 14 weeks. This 

program is fully funded 

and no cost to those who 

a
end.  

Sessions start in Wellington 

County March  2016 

Spring 2016 
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