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New Custom Streaming Videos on Learn360 

for Intermediate & Senior 2018—2019 

Available on  

 

 

TIP: How to Find UGDSB Custom Content – the good stuff! 

Perform your keyword search and use the CUSTOM CONTENT under FILTERS 

(SOURCE) along the right side of the search results to refine your search to just 

the titles that have been purchased for UGDSB staff and students. 
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Art 
Music of the Future 

Audience : Grade 9 through 12 
In public transport, at home, while exercising or even at the beach, music accompanies us everywhere. It 
is an integral part of our lives. The powerful entrance of new technologies into the world of music has 
shaken up the industry and revolutionized our consumer habits. Now digitized, music can be shared with 
a simple click.  
 
 
 

Character Education 
21st Chromosome 

Audience: Grade 6 through 12 
How do you tell the story of someone who's in your family but doesn't have a voice to say whether or not 
they want that story told? If you're filmmaker, Kirsten Johnson, who has a younger sister with Down Syn-
drome, Autism and Obsessive Compulsive Disorder, you don't film her at all. Instead, you hand-draw over 
a thousand drawings, recreate distressing incidents from the past and bring imaginative scenarios to life 
that illuminate what's it's like to have someone in your life whose personal reality you can only begin to 
fathom. 
 

Environment 
Manufactured Landscapes 

Audience: Grade 9 through 12 
This feature-length documentary focuses on internationally renowned Canadian artist Edward Burtynsky, 
who has spent the last three decades creating large-scale photographs of landscapes transformed by 
industry. He shoots quarries, scrap heaps, factories, recycling yards, dams and more. In this film, we fol-
low him to China as he travels the country capturing the evidence and effects of the country’s massive 
industrial revolution. With Shanghai’s urban renewal as its subject, the film allows us to meditate on the 
human impact on our planet without falling back on simplistic judgments or reductive resolutions. Ra-
ther, it shifts our consciousness about the world and the way we live in it. 
 

Straws 
Audience : Grade 6 though 12 
Sparked by research that plastic straws are now among the top-five beach litter item collected, 
Straws outlines how billions of non-recyclable plastic straws litter streets and wash into oceans. 
  

The film opens with an animated sequence narrated by Tim Robbins which charts the history of 
straws and notes how plastic is a recent trend in straw production as opposed to earlier sustain-
able forms, such as metals, bamboo, and paper. It then explores the modern dilemma of these 
one-time use products as millions are produced to satisfy a wholly artificial demand. 
 

Surviving the Fundy Footpath 
Audience : Grade 6 though 12 
Bruce Persaud, a city slicker with zero hiking experience, attempts to complete one of Can-

ada's toughest multi-day hikes, traversing the Fundy escarpment between St. Martin's and 

Alma, New Brunswick. What could go wrong, between the mossy ravines of a fog forest, 

towering cliff tops and traversing a sculpted sea floor in a region with the highest tides in 

the world? Fortunately Bruce is accompanied by an experienced team who help him make 

it through despite the challenges in this sympathetic yet humorous "road trip on foot". 
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Environment continued 
To Make a Farm 

Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
Named one of the ten most popular Canadian films at the Vancouver International Film Festival, 
To Make A Farm asks: what might the future of local food and farming look like? This beautifully 
photographed documentary explores the lives of five young people who have decided to be-
come small-scale farmers. Facing daily challenges and overwhelming obstacles as they work 
their first seasons on the land, the joys and disappointments of bringing life from the earth be-
come a quiet manifesto for social change. VIFF calls To Make A Farm "exceptionally hopeful, 
giving us a close-range view of humanity along with a detailed portrayal of the nuts and bolts of 
agriculture." 

 

Troubled Waters 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
"TROUBLED WATERS" takes viewers to local communities currently facing off against the bottled 
water industry, as they fight to protect the precious natural resource from flowing out of their 
communities. W5’s Victor Malarek investigates how Swiss transnational food and drink giant 
Nestlé is pumping a staggering 1.7 billion litres of fresh water out of wells in Ontario each year. 
Across the country in Hope, British Columbia, Nestle is pumping 311 million litres a year out of 
wells, with some local residents complaining that the water is being extracted only to be given 
away for free. 
 

In Ontario, Nestlé pays only $3.71 per million litres of water pumped from the ground, while in British Columbia that cost is even 
lower – only $2.25 per million litres. Malarek interviews local residents concerned about this essential community resource being 
exploited for profit, and worried about depletion of groundwater aquifers. Nestlé Waters Canada insists it monitors groundwater 
levels to ensure there is no negative impact on local aquifers, while contending they are prepared to pay a fair price for the water 
they are pumping. 

Ethics 

Disturbing the Peace 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
In a world torn by conflict - in a place where the idea of peace has been abandoned - an energy 
of determined optimism emerges. When someone is willing to disturb the status quo and stand 
for the dream of a free and secure world, who will stand with them? 
  
DISTURBING THE PEACE is a story of the human potential unleashed when we stop participating 
in a story that no longer serves us and, with the power of our convictions, take action to create 
new possibilities. DISTURBING THE PEACE follows former enemy combatants--Israeli soldiers 

from elite units and Palestinian fighters, many of whom served years in prison--who have joined together to challenge the status 
quo and say "enough." 

Surviving Eugenics 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
In 1996, Leilani Muir won a landmark legal case against the Canadian province of Alberta for 
wrongful sterilization and confinement at the Provincial Training School in Red Deer, an institu-
tion for "mental defectives". Surviving Eugenics traces the history and ongoing significance of 
eugenics in Canada. Anchored by survivor narratives from Leilani and four other eugenics survi-
vors from Alberta, and drawing on expert testimony from those involved in the case, Surviving 
Eugenics provides a unique insiders' view of eugenic history while raising broader questions 
about disability and human variation in contemporary North American society. 
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Indigenous Education 
Angry Inuk 

Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
In her award-winning documentary, director Alethea Arnaquq-Baril joins a new tech-savvy generation of 
Inuit as they campaign to challenge long-established perceptions of seal hunting. Armed with social media 
and their own sense of humour and justice, this group is bringing its own voice into the conversation and 
presenting themselves to the world as a modern people in dire need of a sustainable economy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colonization Road 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
In towns throughout Ontario, there are startling reminders of the colonization of Indigenous 
territories and the displacement of First Nations people. Anishinaabe comedian and activist 
Ryan McMahon takes us to his hometown of Fort Frances and down its main drag, which is 
called Colonization Road. Similar streets have similar names in towns and cities across the prov-
ince, direct reminders of the Public Lands Act of 1853 and its severe impact on First Nations, 
their treaties and their land in the name of “Canadian settlement.” On his journey through On-
tario, McMahon explores the history of these roads, meets with settlers in solidarity and raises 
significant questions about “reconciliation” and what it means to “decolonize.” 

Elder in the Making—SERIES 
Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
The intent of early Canadians was in retrospect clear: to make way for the railway to unite the 
country; deal with the 'Indian problem'; and claim the land and all its resources. The impact of 
broken promises and cultural genocide on a population decimated by small pox and disease are 
felt to this day. The past does not lie passively in history textbooks but lives in flesh and blood 
today. 
Join Cowboy Smithx (the "x" is silent), a Blackfoot searching for his identity, and Chris Hsuing, a 
first generation Chinese-Canadian filmmaker, on a trip across Treaty 7 territory to re-discover 
their shared heritage. This film blends sweeping visual imagery and documentary storytelling as 

well as poetry and theatrical performance to bring to life the memories of the land and its people. 
Titles: 
Apocalypse     Broken Treaty     Death & Renewal 
Sacred Ground    Silent X      Westward Trek 
 

Electric Pow Wow—A Tribe Called Red 
Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
If you're an indigenous person living in a country that was forcefully colonized, it's all too com-
mon to find yourself underrepresented and misrepresented if not blatantly and systematically 
devalued and attacked. Positive role models and a positive self-identity are hard to come by, yet 
the Canadian DJ collective A Tribe Called Red, is a modern gateway into urban and contempo-
rary indigenous culture and experience, celebrating all its layers and complexity. 
 

With multiple nominations for Juno Awards, the group's music, which blends traditional Latin 
and hip hop rhythms, heavy base-driven beats of dubstep, and the powerful and ancient music 

and culture of Canada’s First Nations, has attracted a growing fan base in Canada and across the world. Group members Ian Cam-
peau, Tim Hill, and Ehren Thomas, discuss their lives, early musical influences and their role in building bridges between cultures by 
broadening cultural awareness and understanding of aboriginal issues from oil and gas pipelines, to reconciling the dark past of 
Canada’s residential schools. They are part of a vital new generation of artists making a cultural and social impact in Canada pro-
moting inclusivity, empathy and acceptance amongst all races and genders in the name of social justice. 
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Indigenous Education Continued 
Gods Acre 

Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
Gods Acre is the story of a older Aboriginal man (Lorne Cardinal) being forced to adapt to a constantly 
changing world. Climate change has altered the way people live, bringing droughts and floods to previous-
ly unaffected areas. And yet, a man continues to live alone in the wilderness like his family before him. 
Even before global warming and it’s catastrophic consequences, he was an outlier to society. His roots 
remained firmly planted in the customs his family passed on to him. However, every day the outside 
world’s problems are landing closer to his doorstep. Water is rising and swallowing the land his cabin 
stands on. Now, he must abandon his birthplace or adapt to the new conditions. 
 

Green Rights 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
Air, water, food - these are the sources of life. Without them, we die. And in most nations - more 
than 180 nations, in fact - citizens are legally entitled to these essential elements of life. But not in 
Canada or the United States. And that's what Green Rights is all about: the human right to a 
healthy environment, and Mother Nature's right to be respected and protected. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hollywood et les Indiens 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
De l'époque des films muets jusqu'à nos jours, ce long métrage documentaire retrace l'évolution 
de la représentation des Premières nations à travers un siècle de cinéma. Grâce à de nombreux 
extraits de films et entrevues avec de célèbres cinéastes, critiques et acteurs, le film jette un 
nouveau regard sur les plus grands westerns du cinéma en explorant la façon dont ces films em-
blématiques ont modelé notre perception des Autochtones. Avec la participation de Clint East-
wood, Jim Jarmusch, Graham Greene, Adam Beach et Zacharias Kunuk. 
 
 

In Jesus’ Name : Shattering the Silence of St. Anne’s Residential 
School 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
"In Jesus' Name: Shattering the Silence of St. Anne's Residential School" is a poignant all-
Indigenous English and Cree-English collaborative documentary film that breaks long-held si-
lences imposed upon children who were interned at the notoriously violent St. Anne's Residen-
tial School in Fort Albany First Nation, Ontario.  

Mistissini Healing 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 

Examines the trauma experienced by the intergenerational survivors of Canada's residential 
school system. 
 

Mistissini Healing tells the story of two Cree young women who are healing from the intergener-
ational trauma they experience living in the isolated James Bay Cree community of Mistissini, 
Quebec. Survivors Maryjane and Dayna rise from unfortunate circumstances and find hope, in-
spiring them to work to improve their community for future generations on a reserve still strug-
gling to cope with the appalling legacy left behind by Canada’s Residential School system. 
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Indigenous Education Continued 
My Only Daughter 
Audience: Grades 7 through 12 
Carol Wolfe, a deaf Indigenous woman in Saskatoon, bravely shares the story of her daughter's 
disappearance in 2010. Although Karina Beth-Ann Wolfe struggled with substance abuse, she 
had just moved in with her mother and brother, and everything seemed fine. On the day she 
went with a friend to get the last of her things, she disappeared. For five years her family 
suffered, not knowing what had happened until her body was discovered on the outskirts of the 
city. Her mother's love and anguish from the loss of her only daughter speaks volumes in this 
touching film told in American Sign Language with voice-over narration. 

stolen 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 

For the size of their population, Aboriginal women in Canada account for an incredibly overrepre-
sented percentage of missing persons and murder statistics. Sheena, a lost teenager, is placed in a 
girl's home. Seemingly forgotten and yearning for a life of freedom, she runs away, only to be 
picked up by a dangerous stranger. The directorial debut by actor Kawennáhere Devery Jacobs is a 
sober commentary of missing Indigenous women. The short film debuted at imagineNATIVE Film 
and Media Arts Festival and was inspired in part by the life and tragic death of Tina Fontaine. Not 
unlike Sheena, Fontaine, 15, was in the care of Manitoba Child and Family Services when she was 
reported missing to the Winnipeg Police Service. She’d been staying in a downtown hotel, report-

edly placed there by social workers before her disappearance. Days later, her body was pulled from the Red River in August of 
2014. Fontaine’s death renewed calls to undertake an independent national inquiry into missing and murdered aboriginal women 
which was officially launched in August by the federal government.  

The haunting song "Stolen" at end of the video is performed by young Canadian electro-pop artist Johnny Saga and his band "Wolf 
Saga" from London, Ontario. 

Survivors Rowe 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 

For almost twenty years Ralph Rowe held a unique esteem in the isolated First Nation Reserves 
of Northern Ontario. As an Anglican minister and a Boy Scout leader, Rowe was revered and 
trusted by community elders and cultivated adoration from all the children he worked with. He 
had the perfect cover for a pedophile. Rowe abused an estimated 500 native boys throughout 
the 1970s and 80s. 
"Survivors Rowe" documents the harrowing and tragic stories of three men who as boys were 
victims of Rowe. Joshua Frog, John Fox and Ralph Winter open their hearts to recount the abuse 
they experienced as children, and how their lives disintegrated because of it. A melody of pain, 
anguish, forgiveness and love, these three brave men embody the sacred truth that it's only 

when one confronts their past, that they are able to face their future. 
This film continues to play a role in the healing process of First Nations sex abuse survivors. 

The Grandfather Drum 
Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
The drum is very much a part of the social and spiritual fabric of life in the First Nation, Metis and Inuit culture. The drum healed 
people for many years until Christianity was introduced to the community and colonialism became the new reality. The drum rep-
resents the heartbeat of the community. 

Beautifully crafted animation combines with masterful storytelling in Anishinaabe filmmaker 
Michelle Derosier's film about a magic drum. For the Anishinabek, the drum is a revered object 
that brings healing. With this particular drum, now part of a museum collection, The Grandfather 
Drum is a timely film about the dispossession of Indigenous ceremonial artifacts. The film tells 
the true story of a First Nations elder. After his grandson dies, Naamowin builds a healing drum 
to restore balance and connection to his community. The program explores the heritage of colo-
nialism and the subsequent trauma still deeply affecting First Nations communities.  
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Health 
A Small Part of Me 

Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
A transgender teen prepares to make his acting debut playing a male leading character in a youth 
play. While rehearsals are in progress, his friends and chosen family band together to help remove 
him from a difficult living situation. A short documentary about coming out and coming-of-age in a 
small mountain town in British Columbia. 
 
 
 

Clean Eating : the Dirty Truth 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
Imagine if the food you choose to eat could ‘clean’ your body and make you feel healthier. This 
film separates fact from pseudo-scientific fiction to unravel the diet conspiracy gripping the 
west: clean eating.  
 

Meet the biggest names behind this phenomena – people whose philosophies about food have 
influenced a generation, redefining what we think about the food we eat.   
 
 

Cultivating Kids 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
On South Whidbey Island in the state of Washington, a school farm involves children from kin-
dergarten through high school in every phase of raising organic vegetables as part of their school 
experience. Supported by local non-profits, community volunteers, and the school district, it 
shows that a garden can be a valuable addition to a school curriculum, while encouraging chil-
dren to eat healthy food. The school farm sells local, organic produce to the school cafeterias 
and also supplies the local food bank and community nutrition programs with fresh organic pro-
duce throughout the growing season.  
  

Marijuana : Just The Facts Please 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
There is still a great deal of confusion surrounding Marijuana and its effects on the mind and 
body. This straightforward program does not preach or distort, but simply supplies students with 
the latest science-based information. Does marijuana use cause cancer? Is Marijuana addictive? 
Does Marijuana lower IQ? Is Marijuana a gateway drug? Is Marijuana valuable as a medicine? 
These and other questions are explored by scientists and physicians and contrasted with gener-
ally held opinions by the public, teenagers and college students. 
 
 

Nine Signs of Addiction 
Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
The purpose of this program is to raise awareness of the growing problem of internet and cell 
phone addiction. Several teens describe their experiences of playing on-line games for hours at 
a time, using cell phones to communicate with friends and spending endless hours on social 
networks.  The video addresses nine signs, developed by Dr. David Greenfield of the Center for 
Internet and Technology Addiction, where viewers can better understand if they are at risk for 
addiction. For each sign the program describes ways to address and reverse course. 
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Health 
Overloaded: Ten Ways to Deal with Stress  

Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
Surprisingly, most stress burdened teens and young adults are not aware of many of the proven 
ways to lower ones stress levels in this age of high anxiety rests, overcrowded schedules and aca-
demic competition.  Teens briefly describe some of the things that cause them unhealthy stress 
and then the video details different methods of managing that stress including physical activity, 
getting better sleep, relaxation and meditation techniques, staying connected to others, time man-
agement skills and much more. 

Serena 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
Canadian singer/songwriter Serena Ryder discusses her rise from child singer to Rockstar, and 
her battle with devastating depression.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spirit of Sport 
Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
Told through the words of a diverse group of local amateur athletes, this four - part documen-
tary series explores what sports can develop in people. 

Teens 101—SERIES 
Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
On South Whidbey Island in the state of Washington, a school farm involves children from kin-
dergarten through high school in every phase of raising organic vegetables as part of their school 
experience. Supported by local non-profits, community volunteers, and the school district, it 
shows that a garden can be a valuable addition to a school curriculum, while encouraging chil-
dren to eat healthy food. The school farm sells local, organic produce to the school cafeterias 
and also supplies the local food bank and community nutrition programs with fresh organic pro-
duce throughout the growing season.  
 

Titles: 
 Addictions in First Nations—Lindsay’s Story    Anxiety and Depression—Eleanor’s Story 
Breaking Poverty—Billionaire PA’s Story     Broken Families—Lydia’s Story 
Cyberbullying—Christina’s Story      Depression and Eating Disorders—Sterling’s Story 
Don’t Diss My Abilities—Michelle’s Story     High Anxiety : Causes, Symptoms, Help 
I’m Not Addicted—Will’s Story      Identifying Trans-gender—David’s Story 
LGBTZ Inclusivity—Joey’s Story      Stress and Cultural Expectations—Eileen’s Story 
Understanding Asperger’s—Sean’s Story 

Xavier Raddysh—Am I a Boy or Girl 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
A portrait of a young Canadian, Xavier Raddysh, who began transitioning in 12th grade. At 18 
years of age, Xavier describes himself as a "role model for other trans people. So they know you 
can get through it and you can get to where you want".  
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Science 
Energy of the Future 

Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
To respond to global demand and population growth, energy production will have to increase by 
75% between now and 2050. Yet, the fossil fuels (oil, coal and natural gas) that we currently use on 
a massive scale are becoming increasingly rare. Moreover, they are highly polluting and cause 
greenhouse gas emissions that are warming the planet and wreaking havoc on the climate. This 
model has reached its limits 
 
 

Hackers / Makers 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
A new movement is about to transform our daily lives permanently: the "Makers movement". 
Inspired by Hackers, who are more concerned with software, the Makers manipulate molecules, 
electronics, and materials such as wood or plastic to create open-source hardware. Who are 
these inspired DIYs? 
 
 
 

 

Nuclear Requiem 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
Now more than 70 years after the first and only nuclear bombs were used in war, North Korea’s 
nuclear tests and the potential for a new global arms race provide stark reminders of the enor-
mous threat posed by the most lethal weapon ever invented. 
 

Produced and directed by former ABC News executive producer Robert E. Frye, The Nuclear Req-
uiem presents an updated, in-depth reflection on the continuing danger nuclear weapons pose, 
an honest assessment of the current obstacles to disarmament, and a frank, yet hopeful, discus-
sion of what it will take to overcome the roadblocks to a safer world. 

Sound waves : the Symphony of Physics—Volume 1 & 2 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
This odyssey through the secret sounds of the universe reveals what the physics of sound tells 
us about how the world works. 
 

Sound is one of the most immediate ways we interact with the underlying science of the universe. When-
ever we hear a sound, we experience pure physics in action. But it’s something that we take for granted in 
our everyday lives – despite the fascinating truths that the science behind sound can reveal. 
 

Transportation of the Future 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
Whether working, transporting merchandise, or even going on vacation, we are in constant 
movement. But at the dawn of the 21st century, our over polluting and energy-greedy modes of 
transport  have reached their limits : CO 2 emissions are skyrocketing. Climate change is a reality 
and the situation is now critical.  
 

So what will it be like in 2050 when over 9 billion people inhabit the Earth, with 2 out of every 3 
people living in a city? Will cars fly? How will we get around the city? How will we deliver mer-
chandise?  
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Social Justice 
The Activists 

Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
Activists and activism have long been a part of the struggle for peace and justice in American poli-
tics and society. Activists have fought battles for civil rights, voter enfranchisement, collective bar-
gaining, and an end to wars. While these struggles have sometimes yielded significant victories, and 
at other times resulted in disappointing defeats, activism has always been driven by ordinary peo-
ple who give freely of their time and resources to try to bring about their visions for a new world. 
However, activists - as well as how they fit into the political process - are often overlooked or mis-
understood by their fellow citizens. 

 Social Studies 
After the Last River 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
In the shadow of a De Beers mine, the remote community of Attawapiskat lurches from crisis to 
crisis, while facing mounting environmental issues and an inability to directly benefit from re-
source revenues. Filmed over five years, After the Last River is a point of view documentary 
that follows Attawapiskat's journey from obscurity and into the international spotlight during 
the protests of Idle No More. 
 
 
 
 
 

Asian Immigration Experiences 
Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
This program examines the experiences of Chinese, Japanese and South Asian immigrants in Can-
ada. These people ventured to Canada for various reasons including work, escaping war and pov-
erty in their homeland and the lure of a young growing nation. Canada held hope with work on 
the railway, a gold rush and free land. This program investigates the "push" and "pull" factors 
that influenced their arrival here and the problems, including racism, they encountered. 
 
 

Black Experiences 
Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
From enslaved people during the eras of New France and British North America, to the commu-
nity of Africville in Nova Scotia, this program examines a variety of Black experiences from Cana-
da's history. 
 

Learn about those seeking freedom from enslavement in the United States during the American 
Revolution and during the time of the Underground Railroad.  Also, the experiences of African-
American migrants arriving in British Columbia during the 1850s and those journeying to the 
Canadian Prairies in the early 1900s are outlined. 

Brownfield to Greenspace: Sustainable Urban Land Use  

Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
Using the example of a former landfill site, From Brownfield to Greenspace: Sustainable Urban 
Land Use creates an understanding of the opportunities to convert contaminated land, called 
brownfields, to urban greenspaces. Through various learning experiences, students can under-
stand what a brownfield is and how it can be remediated and converted to urban greenspace. 
They can develop the necessary critical thinking skills to make informed decisions about the 
opportunities of rehabilitating disused land and the impact of greening and greenspaces on 
people, wildlife, communities, and the environment.  
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Social Studies Continued 
Call of the Forest 

Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
We cut down billions of trees every year - today only five percent of the worlds old growth forests 
remain intact. Yet trees are one of this planets most significant creators of food, new medicines, 
and oxygen. Forests hold the answer to many of the worlds problems; from climate change to hu-
man health and well-being. Visionary scientist and acclaimed author Diana Beresford-Kroeger ex-
plores the science, folklore, and history of this essential eco-system reminding us that when we 
improve our profound human connection to woodlands we can, not only, restore our health - we 
can restore our planet. 

Canada’s Natural Resources—SERIES 
Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
In this new series from award-winning Métis filmmaker Matt LeMay, we explore three of Cana-
da's natural resources - forests, water and wildlife - all a vital part of the earth's incredibly bal-
anced and interconnected ecosystem that miraculously repairs and maintains itself. However, 
human beings have affected the earth to the point where it can no longer restore balance in 
some ecosystems. We rarely give thought to how we use and misuse the forests, water and wild-
life. We must act responsibly and in a manner that allows for the on-going replenishment of the 
earth’s resources. Environmental sustainability is using the earth’s resources in a way that will 
ensure that they will be available for future generations. We need to create an environment that 

sustains life, supports progress, and plans for renewal.  Our economic activities must not deplete the Earth’s resources and they 
must respect the Aboriginal communities and cultures that have inhabited this country for thousands of years.  
Titles: Forests   Water 
 

Celling Your Soul 
Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
In one short decade, we have totally changed the way we interact with one another. The millennial genera-
tion, the first to be socialized in a digital world, is now feeling the unintended consequences. 
  

CELLING YOUR SOUL is a powerful and informative examination of how our young people actually feel 
about connecting in the digital world and their love/hate relationship with technology. It provides empow-
ering strategies for more fulfilling, balanced, and authentic human interaction within the digital landscape. 
 
 

 Change for Chimps 
Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
A young girl's love and compassion for chimpanzees takes her on a journey to help chimps live in 
the jungle with their families.  The film follows the girl on her quest to collect donations and 
signatures, inspiring her classmates to take up the cause while making new friends along the 
way - including her hero, Dr. Jane Goodall.  The end of the film features chimpanzees living free 
from cages, frolicking in their protected natural habitat. 
 
 
 
 

Con Centre 

Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
W5 goes halfway around the world to investigate the scam that targeted tens of thousands of 
Canadians: the CRA tax scheme, where callers pretending to be from the tax department de-
manded immediate payment while threatening imminent arrest. Kevin Newman hears from 
victims and finds the call centre in India that ran this elaborate con. 
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Social Studies Continued 
Eastern European Immigration Experiences  

Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
Immigration between 1867 and 1914 resulted in an important period of population growth in Cana-
da. Significant changes that occurred after Confederation made an immigration boom possible in 
the Prairies. Canada's new transcontinental railway made travel across the country easier. The Do-
minion Lands Act of 1872 made free and fertile homesteads available for settlers. The Department 
of the Interior began working to attract hard-working immigrants to the Canadian prairies offering 
free land.  Europeans, including Romanians, Hungarians, Ukrainians, Jews, Doukhobors and Men-
nonites were motivated to come to settle in the west, and begin farming. All was not easy! 

Facing Injustice: The Relocation of Japanese Canadians  

Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
This documentary tells why Japanese Canadians were forcibly removed from the West Coast in 1942 and 
placed on sugar beet farms as labourers in Manitoba and finally settling in Winnipeg. 
 

On 25 February 1942, a mere 12 weeks after the 7 December 1941 attack by Japan on Pearl Harbor and 
Hong Kong, the federal Cabinet, at the instigation of racist BC politicians, used the War Measures Act to 
order the removal of all Japanese Canadians residing within 160 km of the Pacific coast. At the time the 
government claimed that Japanese Canadians were being removed for reasons of "national security." 
Over 20,000 men, women and children of Japanese ancestry, 75% of whom were Canadian citizens, 
were removed from their homes, farms and businesses. Many were sent to work on sugar beet farms in 
Manitoba. Living conditions were often poor, with no electricity or running water. In 1949, they were finally given back their full 
citizenship rights including voting rights and being allowed to move back to the BC coast, although their property was gone. In 
1988, Prime Minister Brian Mulroney formally apologized to Japanese Canadian survivors and their families. 
 

Legacy of War 
Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
This video is a powerful depiction of the stages of war, following soldiers from the excitement of the 
draft to the ravages of battle, from the euphoria of victory to the inevitable aftermath of trauma, 
grief and remembrance. Featuring original footage from World WarII and stories from veterans still 
living today, whose legacy is our democracy and freedom. 
 

Bonus Material: Two-minute interview segments with several World War II veterans, including a man 
who escaped a Japanese prisoner of war camp; a woman who ferried wounded soldiers to safety in 
Blitz Buggies; a war photographer, now almost blind, who can still describe in detail every image he 

developed; and, an Indigenous Canadian man who trained as a Wireless Operator/Air Gunner and courageously flew in 30 tours 
over Germany. 

 Melting Lands: A Cultural Climate Change  
Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
"MELTING LANDS" is a documentary that explores the effects of Global Warming in a small com-
munity in the Canadian North. The ice is melting faster every year. "Melting Lands" documents 
how this affects the Inuit peoples of the Nunavik community named Kangiqsujuaq (how they live, 
how they eat, how they survive), animal life (how the melting ice has affected caribou, polar 
bears, seals, fish, birds etc), nature (how the warming temperatures have introduced new spe-
cies of plants, insects etc), and the economy (how the warming temperatures affect the cost of 
imported food, transport etc.). 
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Social Studies Continued 
Peace Has No Borders  

Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
During the Iraq and Afghan Wars, veterans from the United States crossed the border to Canada 
seeking relief and refuge from serving in what they viewed as unjust and immoral wars. Today, little 
is heard from the men and women who made a stand when the wars were raging. "Peace Has No 
Borders" gives voice to veterans who refused complicity. The film tells a complex story that weaves 
the resisters' personal struggles against the backdrop of the political power of the Canadian govern-
ment and demonstrates how one decision of conscience can affect the rest of your life. 
 

Sea of Life  

Audience: Grades 6 through 12 
The ocean produces most of the oxygen in the air that we breathe. It's home to 80% of all life on 
earth. And it's in big trouble. 
 

50% of the worlds coral reefs are gone. 
 

90% of the fish have been taken from the ocean. 
 

40% of the plankton that produce the oxygen we breathe have disappeared. 
 
Who will be the heroes the world needs to save its oceans? Are committed activists and scientists 
enough? 

The Turn of This Century 
Audience: Grades 7 through 12 
Featuring the iconic photography from the pre-eminent photo documentarian of our times - 
LIFE Magazine, and images from the world leader in digital photography - GettyImages, "The 
Turn of This Century" is a revolutionary, modern entertainment journey through some of the 
big events that shaped the world over the 20th and 21st centuries. The film is made entirely 
with still photography, like you've never seen it before, with music by Robert Miles. 
 

"The Turn of This Century" goes back in time to look ahead. It connects the past to the pre-
sent with a view toward the future, as what many believe to be the most dramatic period of change in human history continues.  

Technology 
 

School of the Future 
Audience: Grades 9 through 12 
We all dream of having the best school possible for our children – one that nourishes their curi-
osity, makes them eager to learn, and provides them with the technological, intellectual and 
human tools that better prepare them for the future in store. With the world in full metamor-
phosis, it is critical that we rethink our educational systems. Around 65% of today’s preschool 
students will have occupations that do not exist as of today.  
 

So what will school be like in 2050 ? How will new digital technologies alter learning ? What will 
the role of a teacher be ? Will students take charge of the school of tomorrow ?  


