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Researching on EBSCOhost Databases 

Once on the UG2GO landing page, select “SECONDARY” to access a variety of research databases.  

 

To locate the various research databases to support your research, students can select the following : 
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EBSCO Research Databases all have extremely similar features. For this example, the Explora Canada 

(EBSCO) database has been used. Their landing page will change throughout the year and will often 

focus on current events. The banner provides a link to many professional articles, simply click on “learn 

more” located on the left side of the banner to explore the list of articles that have been compiled for 

use. Searching can be done using search terms, such as specific subject(s), any portion of the title, 

author’s name, and a combination of any of these. Additionally, there is an advanced search that will 

provide you with a significant number of options: publication year, publication title, if it is peer reviewed 

and more.  

 

Search tips 

Are you not seeing the kind of results you’re looking for? Perhaps you’re getting too many results, 
or some that seem unrelated to your research topic? Try improving your search with the following 
techniques: 

• Frame your topic. A quick way to get better results is to add the overarching subject, which 
usually happens to be the class you need the research for. If you’re looking for articles on 
the Industrial Revolution, adding a key word like history, economics, or science to your search 
can bring up more targeted results. 

• Add related terms and synonyms. There are multiple ways to approach a topic and including 
additional key words in your search can help bring better results. For example, related terms 
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like factory workers, inventions, machines, or steam power would help surface more specific 
sources when included with the term Industrial Revolution. 

• Advance your search with filters. Most databases have Advanced Search options that offer you 
filters to help narrow your search. For example, you can determine the publication date, 
select full text to read entire articles, choose subject headings, select a specific kind of 
publication (e.g., academic journals, magazines, books, etc.), and more. Filters are usually also 
available on the search results page, so you can experiment with them as you search. 

• Looking for something very specific? If you’re looking for a specific name or term, put it in 
quotation marks. Searching for “Industrial Revolution” or “cotton gin” will only bring up 
sources that include that exact phrase, which means that most unrelated results will disappear. 

• Check your spelling. A spelling error can complicate your search unnecessarily, so make sure 
you’re spelling your key words correctly. 

Is this the right source for me? 

Not sure if this source is something you can cite in your research? Find your class assignment or 
research prompt and check the guidelines your teacher has outlined. Then, ask yourself the 
following questions about your source to see if it’s what you need: 

• Primary or secondary? A primary source is an account from a specific time period. If you’re 
writing a paper about the medieval political system, the surviving pages of Magna Carta would 
be a primary source. A book written by a medieval studies scholar that describes the 
importance of Magna Carta would be a secondary source—this type of source provides 
analysis and context. 

• Popular or academic? Popular sources are "popular" because they are meant for the general 
public. Newspapers and magazines are popular sources because they are easy to understand 
and widely available. Academic sources are more thoroughly reviewed than popular sources. 
They often undergo a peer review process, have multiple sections, and are generally much 
longer and more detailed. 

• Neutral or biased? Examine the word choices made in your source to determine if it is 
objective or trying to get across a certain point of view. If it seems to be interpreting facts with 
a specific agenda or goal in mind, the source may have gone past a specific viewpoint to 
outright bias. 

• Where did this source get its information? Look for a bibliography at the bottom of the work 
and see what sources were used. If they look credible and trustworthy, not only is your source 
likely a good one, but you now have a list of other reputable sources you can search for. 

The "right" source for you depends on the guidelines your teacher has set for the assignment. If 
your teacher has asked you to see how an event was covered in newspapers, then neutral, 
academic sources won’t be the right fit. All sources—whether they are primary or secondary, 
neutral or biased—can be useful; it all depends on the type of source you need. If you’re not sure 
what kind of a source you should be looking for, simply ask your teacher. 
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