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Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Thanks to all of those who were able to make it to our Open House/Meet the 
Teacher night. We hope you had an opportunity to meet your child’s teacher/s and 
ask any questions you may have. The home and school partnership is critical to 
our student success and we all need to work together to support improvements in 
all students. 
You may have read some information about our most recent EQAO results. We are 
very proud of our students and are thrilled with the achievements that were made. 
We continue to monitor student progress and look for means to support all 
improved student achievement. We hope that these results and other information 
that is shared with you, helps you to understand how your child is performing and 
what steps are needed to help them improve. 
September has been a great month and the students have been working diligently 
in transitioning back to school. We look forward to October and the numerous 
activities and programs that have been planned for our students. 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me 
personally at the school. All the best, 
S. Viveiros 
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Welcome Vice-Principal Mr. Reay 
 
We'd like to welcome our new Vice-Principal Mr.Reay to Willow Road Public 
School.  He has worked in 4 other schools in the city of Guelph and also as a 
Curriculum Leader for the past 4 years.  Mr.Reay is a very outgoing person with 
two boys and wife who also teaches in Guelph.  He takes a firm but fair approach 
and believes that all students can be successful through hard work and 
persistence. 
 
We look forward to working together. 
 
   
 

Intramurals  
 
We've had a big turnout for the grade 7/8 touch football intramural.  It's been a 
great opportunity for 7/8's to make new friends and enjoy some football. 
 
Coming soon.... Survivor Soccer in the gym!  This has been a very popular 
intramural; high paced with great music and another opportunity to socialize and 
work together in teams.  Come on out! 
 

Intermediate Cross Country  
 
Our Intermediate Cross Country team has been practicing 3 mornings a week. Our 
meet will be on October 4 at the Rockwood Conservation Area.  

 
Pizza  
 
 Pizza slices are offered every Friday or the Thursday before a P.A. Day. The cost is 
$1.50 per slice, due to your child's homeroom teacher (Grades K-6) by 9:00am on 
the same day.  Sorry, late orders cannot be accepted as we place the order to 
Gino's first thing.  Grade 7-8's order their slices at first break near the gym 
stairs.  Options are cheese, pepperoni or mushroom.  Thank you for your support 
of this athletic fundraiser.   
 

 



Makerspaces in the Library!  

 
Makerspaces are creative, do-it-yourself spaces where students can gather to 
make, create, learn and invent! Ms. Leach (teacher-librarian) is looking for 
donations of the following items to build the library's makerspace culture: 
- little rocks / stones (for rock painting - flat ones are preferable, but we'd take 
any) 
- paper towel rolls 
- lego 
- yarn 
- knitting needles 
- bracelet making materials 
- old nuts, bolts, computer parts, etc. 
 
If you have any items to donate, please bring them to Ms. Leach in the 
library.  Thanks so much! 
 
 

Willow Road P.S is on twitter!  

 
Follow us for information on the latest things that are happening and to see the 
amazing learning that's taking place in our building.  
 
https://twitter.com/WillowRoadPS 
 
 

Karaoke Fridays!  
 
Every Friday, 2nd nutrition break, in the music room! 
 
 
 OCTOBER IS INTERNATIONAL WALK TO SCHOOL (IWALK) MONTH!  
IWALK is an international awareness event that celebrates active travel by 
encouraging students to walk or bike between home and school in the month of 
October. This year IWALK Week is October 3-7, 2016, and IWALK Day is on 
Wednesday, October 5, 2016.  
 

https://twitter.com/WillowRoadPS


 

 IWALK Week 
 
The ParticipACTION Report Card on Physical Activity for Children and Youth (2015) 
found that school aged children (5 to 17 year olds) in Canada are not getting the 
recommended 60 minutes of moderate- to vigorous-intensity activity per day. 
Walking and riding are great ways to be active and it is well known that students 
who use active travel to school arrive alert and ready to learn.  
As a parent you can help your child learn about walking or riding to school safely:  
• Be a good role model. Demonstrate road safety rules with your child (e.g. 
looking both ways when crossing the street).  
• Plan a walking or riding route. Assess potential hazards with your child. 
Encourage your child to stick to the route.  
• Remind your child about personal safety. Point out the houses of people you 
know where they can go for help if needed.  
• Adopt a buddy system. Walk with a “walking buddy” – a sibling or a friend.  
• Ask that electronics like iPods and cellphones be put in their bag while walking 
to school. Pedestrian safety is compromised by texting, earphones and cellphone 
conversation.  
• Talk about the rules of the road and pedestrian safety.  
 
 

First Nation, Métis, Inuit Self-identification 
 
If your child is a member of a First Nation, the Métis or the Inuit, then please 
consider having him or her self-identify. 
Self-identification helps in several ways: 
1. Students will have access to more culturally relevant programming and 
opportunities for unique cultural and academic experiences. 
2. The school system will have an opportunity to focus efforts and resources, as 
well as an increased awareness of the diverse needs of indigenous families. 
3. The school community will have an opportunity for building relationships to 
increase student success and well being. 
 
Share your pride in your heritage! 
 



Please have come to the office (or have your child do so) to get a card that can be 
filled in and submitted if you wish to self-identify. 
 
Data will be protected and governed by the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act. 
 
 

Asthma Friendly Schools Policy 

 
Asthma is a very common chronic lung disease that can make it hard to breathe.  
The Upper Grand District School Board adopted a new policy in June 2016 to 
provide support for students with Asthma.  If your child has asthma, the policy 
requires an Asthma Management Plan (AMP) to be completed by parents, a 
child’s doctor and the principal of the school.  A copy of this plan is available on 
the Board’s website under Policy 516.  Parents are requested to complete the AMP 
and return it to the school as soon as possible at the beginning of the school year.   
Authorization for the collection of this information is in the Education Act. The 
purpose is to collect and share medical information and to administer proper 
medical care in the event of an emergency or life-threatening situation. Users of 
this information may be principals, teachers, support staff, volunteers, bus 
operators and drivers. This form will be kept for a minimum period of one calendar 
year. Contact person concerning this collection is the school principal. 
 
 

Smoke–Free Environment 
 
The Upper Grand DSB provides a smoke-free environment for its students, staff 
and others while on school Board property, in accordance with the Smoke-Free 
Ontario Act.  This policy refers to all forms of tobacco, and any processed form of 
tobacco that may be smoked, inhaled or chewed, including e-cigarettes.   
 
Smudging is the tradition of using sacred smoke from sacred medicines (e.g., 
tobacco and sage) that forms part of the indigenous culture and spirituality.  
Smudging is allowed in schools under the Smoke-Free Ontario Act.  Parents will be 
informed using the school’s usual forms of communication when smudging is 
going to occur in our school.  Participation by staff and students is optional in a 
smudging ceremony. 



 

Life-Threatening Allergies 
 
We have children in our school with potential life-threatening allergies to various 
foods and other materials called anaphylaxis.  This is a medical condition that 
causes a severe reaction to food or other materials, and can cause death within 
minutes.  In recent years, anaphylaxis has increased dramatically among students.   
Although this may not affect your child’s class directly, we are letting you know so 
that you may refrain from sending foods to the school that contain peanuts and 
nuts.  We aim to create an allergy safe environment at our school.  
If your child is in a classroom with an anaphylactic child, or your child has 
anaphylaxis, you will be contacted by the classroom teacher.     
Our school has procedures in place to help manage anaphylactic reactions.  If your 
child has health concerns of any kind, please tell your child’s teacher or the office 
and we will take the necessary health protection steps.   
Thank you for your understanding in ensuring an allergy-safe environment for all 
of our students.    
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


