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Principal’s Message 
This week, we welcomed Mrs. Darroch (pronounced “Dara”), our new Vice Principal.   Mrs. D. will be busy 
over the next few weeks visiting classes and getting to know our community.  I have heard that Mr. Cameron 
is surviving without us during his first week as a Principal at Ottawa Crescent Public School.  As well, Mrs. 
May is back from her maternity leave and is teaching grade ⅘.   Thank you so much to Mrs. Breton for all of 
her work with that class this year.  Best wishes to Mrs. Breton in her next position. 
 
With March Break around the corner, I am sure the month will fly by.  We look forward to a dry yard to play 
in again soon and hope that work can begin shortly by the forest as we add new play elements. 
 
Live Free Day - Friday, March 3rd 
 
This is the ninth year for "Live Free", a campaign initiated by Food and Friends which is the organization that 
provides the vast majority of our funding for the Snack Program at William C. Winegard. 
 
Some of our funding for this program comes from local support and personal donations.  The majority of our 
funding, however, comes through Food and Friends.  In order to continue receiving support from Food and 
Friends and related government grants, there is an expectation that the community be active in fundraising. 
This opportunity is through an event called Live Free. 
 
The idea behind Live Free is the request for people to commit to living free of something on this Friday , for 
those who live without.  For instance, one might choose to live free of coffee and a muffin on that day and 
make a donation toward Food and Friends.  Other ideas are to live free of TV, or computer, or electronics for 
the day and donate a loonie or toonie. 
 
This year, at William C. Winegard, we are challenging students to Live Free of something for the day.  To 
accompany this challenge, we are asking each participant to bring in a loonie or toonie and keep their Live 
Free promise on March 3rd.   Any donations will be accepted between March 1st and March 3rd.  Thanks! 
 
Checking out our website:  www.ugdsb.on.ca/winegard 
Following us on Twitter:  @wcwinegardps 
Following School Council happenings on 
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/williamcwinegardschoolcouncil 

http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/winegard
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Grad Photos and Sibling Photos 
 
Our graduating students will have their grad photos taken on Tuesday, April 4th.  On this day, Lifetouch 
Photos is also offering to do Sibling Photos.  Information and order forms for Sibling Photos are going home 
at a later time.  Please make sure the order form comes to school with your children on Tuesday, April 4th. 
The sibling photos are for siblings who all attend our school currently.  
 
Dance-a-thon Success!! 
 
Thank you so much to all families who supported our Dance-a-thon event on Friday,  February 17th.  
Again, DJ Steve energized the crowds with some great tunes and an awesome light show.  We raised over 
$3000.00 for classroom resources, trip bussing costs, and celebration and recognition assemblies.  A 
special thank you goes to Kindergarten B for being the class that raised the most.   They raised almost 
$700.00!! 
 
Dates to Note 
 
March 2 - Grade 3 and Grade ¾ go to the Museum 
March 3 - Live Free Day (fundraiser for Food and Friends and our snack program) 
March 6 - School Council Meeting - 6:30 PM 
March 11-19 - March Break 
March 12 - Winegard Choir sings at Guelph Storm game 
March 21 - Kick-off Assembly for Chocolate Bar Fundraiser 
March 23 - Junior Basketball Tournament 
March 24 - Chocolate Bars go home 
March 28 - Grade 3 and Grade ¾ go to River Run Centre 
April  4 - Grad Photos and Sibling Photos 
April 7 - Chocolate Bar Fundraiser finishes 
April 14 - Good Friday Holiday 
April 17 - Easter Monday Holiday 
April 28 - PD Day 
 
 
School Council 
 
Next Meeting 
Our next meeting is Tuesday, March 6th at 6:30 PM in the library.   We realize that evening meetings may 
be difficult with children at home.  Childcare will be available for our March meeting if needed.  Please 
email williamcwinegard.ps@ugdsb.on.ca if you would be bringing children to our next meeting.  Indicate how 
many children would be coming and their ages. 
 
 
Any questions or comments related to School Council can initially be directed toward our Chair, Rachel 
Albanese.  She can be reached at raplby@hotmail.com. 
 

Monthly Environmental Activities to help Celebrate our Planet - March 25th is Earth Hour! 

It is vital to teach our children to respect and take care of the environment. 

 Join the global Movement! Celebrate Earth Hour on March 25th at 8:30pm. 

  
Earth Hour’s mission is uniting people to protect the planet by raising awareness of about climate change 
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and encouraging positive action. 
  
 “Earth Hour was famously started as a lights-off event in Sydney, Australia in 2007. Since then it has 
grown to engage more than 172 countries and territories worldwide.” 
  
Earth Hour is more than an event. It is a movement that has achieved massive environmental impact, 
including legislation changes by harnessing the power of the crowd.” 
 
Click here to see a short video clip of Earth Hour’s story around the world and click here for highlights of 
2015 

Ideas for your family to do for Earth Hour! 

Earth Hour belongs to you. Celebrate your commitment to the planet with your friends, family, community or 
at work - in your own way. 
  
A simple event can be just turning off all non-essential lights on March 25th from 8:30-9:30 pm. For one hour, 
focus on your commitment to our planet. To celebrate, you can: 

-          prepare a candle lit dinner, 
-          talk to your neighbours, or invite people over 
-          stargaze, or go camping in your backyard 
-          play board games, or charades 
-          host a concert, or a sing-a-long 
-          create or join your own community event 
-          have an Earth Hour every month 

The possibilities are endless! 
  
Quotes and information taken from:   https://www.earthhour.org/ 
 
Your Child’s Hearing is Important! 
  
Seventy-five percent of a child’s day is spent listening; listening to complex language, directions and 
instructions which need to be comprehended. Being able to hear peers is important for developing social 
skills and friendships. That is why it is important that any hearing difficulty be discovered as soon as possible 
because even mild hearing loss can put a child at risk for academic and communication difficulties. 
Audiologists are experts who assess hearing sensitivity and functioning that provides a window into the 
language/listening parts of the brain. Since listening is a critical learning skill, test results can be helpful in 
planning a program of intervention.  Students who wear hearing aids, cochlear implants, or use personal FM 
systems should routinely visit an Audiologist to have their equipment checked.   If you suspect your child has 
difficulty with hearing or attention it is recommended that you have your child tested by an Audiologist.  To 
find an Audiologist in your community, visit the website of the College of Audiologists and Speech Language 
Pathologists of Ontario (www.CASLPO.com) and click on “Find an Audiologist” and search for Private 
Practice. 
At UGDSB you can call 519-941-6191 ext. 231 for information.  
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