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Principal’s Message 
 
We have just completed a very busy month of April with some awesome outdoor environmental 
improvements.   In honour of Earth Day and Canada’s 150th birthday, we joined with Trees for Guelph 
and Union Gas to do some major tree planting.  On Thursday, April 27th, the entire school population was 
able to play a role in planting over 150 trees on our property.  Students were digging, planting, mulching 
and watering a variety of different species of trees and wild flowers.  Then, on the morning of Saturday, 
April 29th, with financial and volunteer support from “Union Gas Helping Hands in Action”, we planted 
many more trees and wildflowers.   Altogether, over 300 trees were planted!  Way to go!  Thanks so much 
to students, staff, parents, community volunteers, Moritz from Trees for Guelph, and Union Gas for all of 
the help with this endeavor!! 
 
Saturday morning instructions from Moritz            Working hard last Thursday 

 
 
As Education Week unfolds across the Board, we have lots happening at William C. Winegard!   Our 
grade 6 students have headed off to camp for 3 days.  This Thursday, all students in grades 6-8 will be 
going to the Sleeman Centre for the Board-Wide Empowerment Day event.   As well,  this is  Mental 
Health and Well Being Week too!!   See below about more great things happening this week.   
 
As always, please stay in touch.  Modes of communication are below.   Or…..just give us a call at the 
school. 
 
Checking out our website:  www.ugdsb.on.ca/winegard 
Following us on Twitter:  @wcwinegardps 
Following School Council happenings on Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/williamcwinegardschoolcouncil 

http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/winegard
mailto:williamcwinegard.ps@ugdsb.on.ca
https://www.facebook.com/williamcwinegardschoolcouncil
http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/winegard


 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Week 
 
UGDSB uses the acronym SUPER to describe our focus for the week. (Social Connections, 
Understanding Emotions, Personal Health, Empowerment, Resilience). This week we are learning about 
increasing our well-being through physical activity, enjoying nature, creative art, and talking about mental 
health.  We are learning how to “bounce back” when we experience a tough situation or have a bad day. 
Aside from the activities and lessons that teachers are presenting in their classrooms, many special 
school wide events are planned. On Monday, we enjoyed Zumba sessions to practice stress release 
through exercise. On Tuesday, we will participate in outdoor cooperative games to highlight the positive 
effects of fresh air and natural landscapes. Wednesday will  find us completing a special art activity to 
demonstrate art as an outlet for emotions. We will combine the projects to create one large piece to 
symbolize the importance of family and membership in our Winegard community. On Thursday, students 
will relax in their P.J's and read a good book with a friend. Hopefully, students will have a chance to shut 
off screens and understand the importance of rest to mental health. On Friday, we celebrate our 
accomplishments together in an assembly and reflected about strategies we use to "Bounce Back' from 
difficulties.  A special thanks to Ms Enders and Ms Farkas for organizing the activities for this important 
week and to all of the staff and students who are participating so enthusiastically!  
 
CAN Unite Project 
  
Two brothers from Kortright Hills Public School invited schools and groups in Upper Grand to align and 
join them in a food drive challenge.  The goal of this project was to lead, inspire and work together to 
support local families and community members. They believed that by working together, we CAN make a 
difference. This project is called Upper Grand CAN Unite. 
 
WCW joined in this effort and we have been collecting goods during the month of April. Our next step is to 
build a structure that reflects the values of the Wolves at Winegard. Classes will be participating in this 
build project that will showcase our spirit and commitment to helping others. We can accomplish wonders 
when we Learn Lead Inspire Together. 
 
Jump Rope for Heart 
 
William C. Winegard P.S. is holding our annual Heart & Stroke Foundation JUMP Rope for Heart event at 
our school on Friday, May 19th. We had our kick-off assembly on May 3rd and students are now bringing 
home their pledge forms. Our fundraising goal for this year is to raise $2500 for heart and stroke 
research. If our school raises this amount, the class with the greatest participation will win the privilege of 
pelting our Principal, Mr. McQueen and our Vice-Principal, Mrs. Darroch, with water balloons before the 
end of the school year! 
  
JUMP Rope for Heart encourages kids to get active by skipping rope and to learn about the importance of 
living a healthy lifestyle. All students are encouraged to participate in skipping on event day,regardless of 
whether or not they fundraise. All money that is raised supports the Heart & Stroke Foundation’s mission 
to promote children’s health and fund vital heart and stroke research. Pledges can be collected online or 
in the 
pledge envelope provided (but NOT through School Cash Online). 
 
On May 19th students should come to school prepared for skipping--this means wearing comfortable 
clothing and shoes. Fingers crossed, this will be an outdoor event! Collection envelopes and pledges 
must be returned to the school on that morning. Please help us achieve our goal!  
 
 



 
 
Planning for Classes - 2017-2018 
 
Tentative class structuring for 2017- 2018 will be occurring during the first few weeks of June.  Our staff 
will be meeting to discuss class placements for our students.   Placements will be made in consultation 
with the classroom teachers, resource teachers, Mrs. Darroch, and Mr. McQueen. We will consider 
students’ academic abilities, work habits and social skills. We also consider teaching style and student 
friendships. We appreciate your flexibility and understanding with this process. All placements are 
tentative.  Because of this, class lists will not be set until the first day of school in September.  
 
Parents sometimes would like to request a certain placement for their child.  While we cannot 
accommodate all of these requests, they will be considered when class lists are being created.  If you 
would like to share any information about your child’s placement next school year, it must be given in 
writing to Mr. McQueen prior to May 30th. 
 
Before and After School Care at Winegard - a note from the YMCA-YWCA 
 
The YMCA-YWCA of Guelph has committed to the Upper Grand District School Board to operate an 
extended day program for JK/SK children as well an After school program for children in grades 1-6 at 3 
new locations this September.  The programs will run from 3-6pm, Monday – Friday on instructional 
school days. As we start to enroll your children we will determine whether or not before school care is 
needed. 
  
We are very excited about providing quality programs in the schools and look forward to meeting all of the 
children and families that we will be serving. We will be busy in the coming months to make sure that we 
meet all licensing requirements as we prepare for the next school year.  
  
We will be starting registration within the next couple weeks, for September. Please note if you filled out 
the Survey for the UGDSB you are still required to register with the YMCA-YWCA of Guelph. 
  
If you require information on this program and/or would like to add your name to the enrollment waitlist, 
please contact: 
  
Terri Kendall, School Age Supervisor at 519-767-2816 /terrikendall@guelphy.org 
or Kim Daw, Manager, Child Care Services at 519-824-3885 ext. 235 /kimdaw@guelphy.org 
 
Reminder to Dress for the Weather 
 
At Winegard, we spend a significant amount of time learning outside.  Please make sure students are 
dressed for the weather.  In the spring, this could mean rubber boots and splash pants.  It could also 
mean a hat and sunscreen.  Please keep this in mind as you send your child(ren) to school.  Thanks! 
 
Dates to Note 
 
May 1-5 - Education Week/Mental Health and Well Being Week 
May 3 - Jump Rope for Heart Kick Off Assembly 
May 3 - KC and KD go to a play at St. James 
May 4 - KA and KB got to a play at St. James 
May 5 - Celebration Assembly 



May 9 - School Council Meeting 
May 10 - Indigenous Dance Program 
May 11 - Intermediate Badminton Tournament 
May 12 - Grade ¾ Bike Safety Presentation 
May 17 - Special Olympics at St. James Track 
May 19 - Jump Rope for Heart Event 
May 26 - Winegard Track and Field Day at St. James Track (Gr. 4-8) 
May 26-31 - Grade 3 EQAO testing 
May 29 - Track and Field Rain Date 
May 30-June 2 - Grade 6 EQAO testing 
June 9 - PD Day 
 
 
School Council 
 
Chocolate Fundraiser Success!!! 
 
Thank you to everyone who took part in our chocolate fundraiser.  This is our second year trying this 
fundraiser.  Again,  there was amazing participation and the event was a great success.   In the end, we 
were able to raise over $10, 300.    All of this will go toward our playground and greening projects. 
 
Wolfpack Party!! - June 8th 
 
The 3rd annual Wolfpack Party is planned for June 8th. This year’s event promises to be the best yet! 
There will be face painting, games,food and raffles. 
We will be raffling off donations from Bingemans, Belgian Nursery, Borealis,Funmazing,Guelph 
Grotto, Air U and Springfield Golf Course to name a few. 
 
Keep your eyes out for more details and don't forget to mark June 8th on your calendar and come out for 
some food, fun and community spirit!!! 
  
Next Meeting 
Our next meeting is Tuesday, May 9th at 6:30 PM in the library.   We realize that evening meetings may 
be difficult with children at home.  Childcare will be available for our May meeting if needed.  Please 
email williamcwinegard.ps@ugdsb.on.ca if you would be bringing children to our next meeting.  Indicate 
how many children would be coming and their ages. 
 
 
 
EQAO Testing For Grade 3 and 6 Students at WCW 
 
This year, we will have EQAO testing for students in grade 3 from May 26-31.  For students in grade 6 the 
testing will be May 30-June 2nd.   If your child is in grade 3 or grade 6, please avoid booking 
appointments or trips during this time.   See below for information about EQAO testing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:williamcwinegard.ps@ugdsb.on.ca


 
 
 
  

What is EQAO: 
EQAO undertakes research for two main purposes: 

1) to maintain best-of-class practices and student improvement 
2) ensure high standards of education quality 

 Standardized tests provide different information. A standardized test is essentially a snapshot in time 
using one method of assessment. Teachers assess their students using a broad range of tools. A more 
holistic and complete picture of a student's performance can be seen from various types of assessment 
that the teacher does throughout the year. 
  
TIPS FOR SUCCESS 

● There is no need to study. The EQAO assessment does not count towards a child's marks in 
grades 3 and 6, so there is no need to increase anxiety by cramming. If you are curious about the 
questions your child will be asked, check out the EQAO site and run through some practice tests 
yourself so you have some understanding of the structure of the assessment and can better 
reassure your child. 

● Remember this is practice. Let your child know that this is a way to show off what he or she 
knows and to practice test-writing skills so your child can be prepared for tests in later grades. 

● Be supportive. It is normal and natural to get nervous and this is a big deal for your child. Do not 
downplay fears or dismiss them as silly. Instead, encourage your child to talk about these fears 

● Talk to the Teacher. If your child is experiencing severe anxiety, there are things the teacher or 
school can do to help. 

● Set the alarm. The best thing you can do for your child the day of the assessments is to make 
sure they have a good sleep the night before and get up in time to be prepared for the day. 

● Understand the Test. Don't use your child's EQAO test scores to measure overall achievement. 
You're better off relying on regular contact with the teacher who can show you your child's 
portfolio, which is being updated all year long. You'll have a more clear and accurate picture of 
your child's progress. 

 

Special Olympics 2017  

600 students from the Upper Grand District School Board and Wellington Catholic District 

School Board will be joining together to celebrate sport at the Special Olympics, May 17, 2017. 

The event will be held at St. James sports fields, and includes track and field events as well as 

adaptive events. Athletes flock to the sports fields for the opening ceremonies at 10:00, and 

compete in 3 events each throughout the day. Family and friends are welcome to join in the fun 

and cheer on the athletes. Parking is available at the Grange plaza. 

http://www.eqao.com/
http://www.eqao.com/


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


