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Principal’s Message 
 
As  you all know, we had a very hot month of September, as we settled into a new school year.  We have 
been very fortunate to have the shade to help us stay cool both on the main yard and in the kindergarten 
area.    The students are absolutely loving the new playground area.   They are being safe and following 
the expectations that go along with all of the new climbing equipment.  It is nice to see all of the different 
age groups making space and sharing with each other.   There are a couple more additions still to come 
before this project is complete. 
 
This past Thursday, we gathered together to support the Terry Fox Foundation with our “Toonie for Terry” 
run/walk event.  Various challenges were put out by teachers to help us reach our lofty fundraising goal of 
$1200.   We surpassed all of our benchmarks on our way to the total goal.  That meant pies in the face for 
Mrs. Lewis and Mrs. Heeley on Wednesday and lovely makeovers for both Mrs. MacDowell and Ms. 
Coats on Thursday morning.     As well, Mrs. Enders followed through on her promise of eating 
chocolate-covered bugs and just before the run, Mr. McQueen had an icy bucket of water dumped on 
him! Thanks to everyone for sending in donations.   Thanks to our staff for their challenges.  And thank 
you to students and staff for their wonderful effort put forward in taking part in the walk and run event. 
Awesome!!  Check out our twitter feed either on our website or on twitter  (@wcwinegardps) for some 
great photos. 
 
As a school community, we celebrated Dr. Winegard’s 93rd birthday on September 15th.   It is now 
tradition to have “Happy Birthday” sung to Dr. Winegard as a school.  There was a nice article written on 
the Board website about this event. 
http://www.ugdsb.ca/blog/william-c-winegard-ps-students-and-staff-celebrate-dr-winegards-93rd-birthday/ 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me, our VP Mrs. Darroch or our Office Coordinator, Jenny Coats,  at the 
school if  you have any questions or concerns.  Stay up to date on everything by: 
 
Checking out our website:  www.ugdsb.on.ca/winegard 
Following us on Twitter:  @wcwinegardps 
Following School Council happenings on 
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/williamcwinegardschoolcouncil 
 
Curt McQueen 
Principal 
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New School Communication App 
 
We are pleased to announce that the Upper Grand DSB is introducing a new parent communication tool 
for your smart phone. Designed to streamline communication between schools and the communities they 
serve, the Upper Grand Mobile app provides parents with a simple interface with up to date information 
including news, calendars and social media feeds. 
 
The Upper Grand Mobile App is available today for free at either the Google Play Store or at iTunes. Use 
the search term “Upper Grand” to find the app.  Once you have the Upper Grand app on your device, go 
into “Settings” within the app and select William C. Winegard Public School.   Information from our 
website can been seen in the News section of the app and our calendar details will show up there too. 
 
Drop Off and Pick Up Reminders 
 

● Do not bring dogs onto the school property at pickup and drop off times 
● Only use the parking lot if absolutely necessary 
● The pickup and drop off lane in the parking lot is for picking up and dropping off.  Please do not 

leave your vehicle parked in the lane 
● Please park on the streets surrounding the school and walk to the school if picking up or dropping 

off (Cityview, Breesegarden, and Kearney are good options) 
● Do not park or stop on Lee Street near the school 
● It is unlawful to park in designated handicap parking spots without appropriate permission 
● Do your best to have your child to school between 8:20 and 8:35 AM.  Please make sure the 

office has been informed of any lates or absences. 
 
Labelling Items and our Lost and Found 
 
Please label your child’s items that come to school.  This includes backpacks, lunch bags, jackets, and 
other clothing items.  We already have a growing Lost and Found table in our front foyer.  Feel free to 
drop in to check out the table if your child is missing some items. 
 
Dates to Note 
 
October 4 - Walk to School Day 
October 5 - Junior Soccer Tournaments 
October 9 - Thanksgiving Holiday 
October 10-13 - CCAT Testing for all grade 3 students 
October 26 - Photo Day 
October 27 - PD Day 
November 2 - Immunizations for all grade 7s and for grade 8 girls 
November 21 - William C. Winegard P.S. Night at Chapters!! 
November 24 - PD Day 
 
News from our library: 
 
This year we are very excited to continue our "makerspace" as part of our school library. Many schools in 
our board (as well as public libraries) now offer these types of spaces for students and members of the 
public to engage freely with tools and materials to which they might not regularly have access. The 
philosophy behind makerspaces is that encouraging students to be "makers" often inspires critical 
thinking and problem solving in a very hands-on way. So far we have had a great turnout of WCW 
students at the makerspace during recess breaks. We have been mainly doing free building with Lego, 



foam blocks, magnetic tiles, and other building-type materials. As the year continues, various challenges 
will be presented to students when they come to the makerspace, and students will have the opportunity 
to use different kits, including robotics and circuits. If you have any materials you are thinking of parting 
with in the near future, from Lego to wooden blocks to electronics, consider donating them to our 
makerspace! Please contact Ms. Upper at jessica.upper@ugdsb.on.ca if you have questions, donations, 
or would like to help us in our making. 
 
EQAO Results - 2016-2017 
 
EQAO Results have been released publicly from the Primary and Junior testing that happened last spring. 
EQAO assessments are one source of information about student learning. Our school uses the results, 
along with other important information (report cards, diagnostic assessments, student surveys), to guide 
improvement programs and teaching practices so that all students benefit. Our school board and the 
Ministry of Education also use the results to direct attention and support where they’re needed. Below is a 
summary of the percentage of students who scored at or above the standard (Level 3 or 4). 
 
Grade 3 EQAO 
 
 Reading Writing  Math 

School 79 74 59 

Board  71 71 58 

 
Grade 6 EQAO 
 
 Reading Writing  Math 

School 79 88 35 

Board  80 78 48 

 
School Council 
 
We had good representation at our first School Council meeting on September 21st, but would love to see 
more parents out.  School Council is an excellent opportunity for parents to become involved in school 
life. It is a chance to discuss school programs, support the purchase of resources through fundraising, 
and be an advisory group for the administration and staff at the school. Anyone can be involved. We will 
have approximately seven general evening meetings through the year, plus committee meetings if you 
are interested. 
 
This is our Executive for the 2017-2018 school year: 
 
Co-Chair - Rachel Albanese 
Secretary - Wendy McDonnell 
Treasurer - Sara Middleton 
 
Any questions or comments related to School Council can initially be directed toward our Chair.  Rachel 
Albanese can be reached at raplby@hotmail.com 
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Our next meeting is Tuesday, October 24th at 6:30 PM in the library.   We realize that evening meetings 
may be difficult with children at home.  Childcare will be available for our October meeting if needed. 
Please email williamcwinegard.ps@ugdsb.on.ca if you would be bringing children to our next meeting. 
Indicate how many children would be coming and their ages. 
 
SMILE! - Photo Day 
 
Photo Day is on Thursday, October 26th.  Information will be coming home shortly with details about this. 
 
First Nation, Métis, Inuit Self-identification 
 
If your child is a member of a First Nation, the Métis or the Inuit, then please consider having him or her 
self-identify. 
Self-identification helps in several ways: 
1. Students will have access to more culturally relevant programming and opportunities for unique cultural 
and academic experiences. 
2. The school system will have an opportunity to focus efforts and resources, as well as an increased 
awareness of the diverse needs of indigenous families. 
3. The school community will have an opportunity for building relationships to increase student success 
and well being. 
  
Share your pride in your heritage! 
  
Please come to the office (or have your child do so) to get a card that can be filled in and submitted if you 
wish to self-identify. 
  
Data will be protected and governed by the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. 
 
 
Changing Our Beliefs and Attitudes About Math 
  
 Myth of the Math Person 
 
Most people believe that math is one of those subjects that you either “get” or you “don’t get.” This way of                     
thinking cannot be further from the truth; there is no such thing as a math person. Everyone can achieve                   
in any subject with hard work, perseverance, and someone to guide them. The key to shattering this myth                  
is developing a growth mindset in our teachers and students, and a math classroom where students are                 
challenged by engaging problems and supported in their learning. 
 
Today, teachers are striving for students to have a solid grasp of the “why” behind each solution. This                  
often means that students are encouraged to share a variety of methods and strategies to solve a single                  
problem. By sharing different strategies, teachers can help students see the common thread that              
connects each solution, thus deepening their understanding of the concept being taught. The teacher’s              
role is no longer to teach procedures, but to help students make connections and understand the                
mathematical concepts behind the solutions 
 
Growth Mindset Math Homework Help Tips 
  
Let your child struggle with math problems. 

●     See if they have the perseverance to work through their struggles. We need to break the 
math myth that we need fast answers to be good at math. 

  
Never let your child hear you say: “I was never good at math.” 
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●     Research studies have shown when parents tell their children they were not good at math, 
their child’s achievement is immediately affected.[2] 

  
Ask your child if they can solve a math problem in another way. 

●     This shows that your child has multiple strategies at their fingertips and they are flexible with 
their math thinking. 

  
Ask your child to explain the reasoning behind their response. 

●     “Why did you (add/ subtract/ multiply/ divide)?” 
●     “What does your drawing represent?” 

 
 Online Resources 
 
Parents’ Beliefs about Math Change Their Children’s Achievement - https://goo.gl/psL33d 
“We now know that the messages we give students can change their performance dramatically, and that 
students need to know that the adults in their lives believe in them.” 
  
TL Talk: The Gift of Failure – Interview with Jessica Lahey - https://goo.gl/oo7xFc 
“Jessica is the author of the New York Times bestselling book, The Gift of Failure: How the Best Parents 
Learn to Let Go So Their Children Can Succeed.” 

How to Learn Math: for Students - https://goo.gl/OCywaf 
“How to Learn Math is a free self-paced class for learners of all levels of mathematics. It combines really 
important information on the brain and learning with new evidence on the best ways to approach and 
learn math effectively.” 

 
[1] Boaler, Jo. Mathematical Mindsets. Jossey-Bass: 2016, pg 96. 

[2] Boaler, J. (n.d.). Parents' Beliefs about Math Change Their Children's Achievement. Retrieved September 22, 2016, from 

https://www.youcubed.org/think-it-up/parents-beliefs-math-change-childrens-achievement/ 

 

 

 

Participate in International Walk to School Day on October 4th 2017! 
In October we celebrate active travel by encouraging students to walk or bike between home and school. 
Walking or cycling to school gets kids outside every day actively enjoying their natural environment. They 
arrive at school better able to concentrate and learn. 
  
“In the 2015 ParticipACTION Active Healthy Kids Canada Report Card on Physical Activity for Children 
and Youth, the overall grade for Canadian children and youth remains at a D- for the third year in a row. 
Overall, only 9% of 5-17 year olds are getting the 60 minutes of heart-pumping activity they need each 
day. And sadly, the grade for Active Transportation remains a D, with only 24% of 5-17 year olds 
walking/wheeling to school and 62% being driven by parents or caregivers. Our tendency to constantly 
watch over them or keep them indoors to ensure they are safe from risk limits their opportunities for 
physical activity, endangering their long-term health.”  http://www.saferoutestoschool.ca/ 

 
4 ways that walking, biking or rolling can benefit kids  

by Katherine Martinko 
  

·         Walking is known to improve academic performance. Children that have had some outside time 
in the morning arrive brighter and more alert for their first morning class.  
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·         Walking gives children good life experience. It’s an opportunity for them to be independent, 
think responsibly, and make decisions for themselves. Some children feel less anxiety about 
being at school when they know how to get home. 

·         Walking gets children outdoors – and, according to Richard Louv, who wrote about Nature 
Deficit Disorder, kids certainly aren’t spending enough time outside these days. Find opportunities 
for your child to get outside and get moving too! 

·         Walking provides daily exercise for children. Obesity rates have skyrocketed in North America, 
so incorporating physical activity into a child’s daily routine is a good place to start fighting it. 

 
Updated Websites for Violence Risk Threat Assessment (VTRA) Protocol and Suicide 
Intervention Protocol 
 
Last month, a letter was included in the newsletter with information about our VTRA Protocol and Suicide 
Intervention Protocol.  The websites for more information have been updated.  See below. 
For more information about the VTRA Protocol:  
http://www.ugdsb.ca/board/policy/violence-threat-assessment-protocol/ 
 
For more information about the Suicide Protocol: 
http://www.ugdsb.ca/board/policy/suicide-prevention-intervention-and-postvention-protocol/ 

 
Information from Public Health 
  
Are you frustrated by your child’s eating? Would you like them to enjoy more vegetables? 
  
Join us for Getting to Yum: How to get kids to enjoy eating a variety of fruits and vegetables. In this 
presentation, scientist and author Karen LeBillon will help you teach your kids to explore and enjoy eating. 
Learn the 7 secrets of raising eager eaters and change dinnertime reactions from YUCK to YUM. 
  
Saturday October 21, 2017 
2-4 pm Bishop Macdonell Catholic High School, 200 Clair Road W. Guelph 
Cost is $10 which includes the book “Getting to Yum” 
Register by October 9th at http://bit.ly/2wce1nh 
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