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          December  2016


Alma Public School, 12 Simpson St E. Box 118, Alma, ON   N0B 1A0
Principal – Mr. Andy Hill

Visit our WEBSITE:  http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/AlmaPS/
Principal’s Message

I can’t believe I am already writing my December message!  This Fall seemed to go by incredibly fast likely due to all of the fun and exciting things going on here at Alma Public School.    Being an active partner in your child’s education is a sure fire way to success.   Please mark off on your calendar December 20th which is the night of our Christmas Concert!  The kids are already starting to practice and I know it will be a wonderful event for everyone that can come.  The last day of school for students is Friday December 23rd  and we will return on January 9th.  I hope everyone will have a chance to visit with family and friends over the break, I know I’m personally looking forward to spending some quality time with my family.  As I bring this message to a close, I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season!
Around the School

During the past month, students have been involved in many and varied ongoing academic and social learning activities: 
· Remembrance Day Service
· Fundraisers (Thanks to the School Council and parents )
· D.A.R.E. Program for grade 5/6 [image: image5.wmf](Drugs Abuse Resistance                                                                             Education)
· Progress Reports & Parent/Teacher Interviews
· Student Leadership Opportunities:
· Lunch supervision
· Character education
· Crossing guards
· Healthy snack program
· Environmental incentives
· Milk distribution [image: image6.wmf]
· Morning announcements
· Office helpers
· Kindergarten helpers
· Composting & recycling
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“CONNECTION"





Some of the best ways you can help your child read more is to be a role model by reading yourself and taking time to read with your child(ren) and/or ask ‘thinking’ questions about what they have read. Here are some examples: 
What do you think………..?
Why might……………?
What would you do if….?
How did you feel about….?

What does the story remind you of? 
What am I wondering about this story? 

What might happen next? 
Kindergarten Registration
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This year they have changed the Kindergarten registration.  We sent a letter home on November 14th notifying parents of the changes.  If you know of a student that will be ready to start Kindergarten in the Fall, please have them call the School.    Kindergarten registration will begin here on January 9, 2017.
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Christmas Program  - December 20th 
6:00 – 7:00 p.m.   – Book Fair in Library (Mrs. Woodland will have                                                    the Book Fair set up in the Library)
                                                                                                                                7:00 - 8:00 p.m.    – Program in the Gym
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Lost & Found                                                 
Our lost and found has many clothing items!!  We will display the lost items during the week  of  December 19 - 22 .    All items that are left will be taken to a community thrift shop.

School Safety Check

Please continue to help keep our school safe:

· Call the office if your child will be absent and, if they are ill please say that as we have to report to Public Health daily.

· As the weather worsens, ensure your child has appropriate clothing, and for the little ones, you may consider sending extra clothing should they need to change (i.e. mittens, socks).

· Thanks to the many parents who are picking up their children in the front foyer.  This has reduced the number of people in the main hallway where students line up for buses at the end of each day.

· Bus Zone – This area must be kept clear between 8:10 – 8:30 a.m. and again between 3:30 – 4:00 p.m.  We do not want to have an unfortunate accident occur.

· NEVER drive into the school parking lot, or out of the school parking lot when there are children boarding busses.  PLEASE , SAFETY is PARAMOUNT where our children are concerned.
· For our walkers, who have to cross County Rd 7, we continue to encourage that you use the crossing guard.  This is in place for the safety of all!! 
Bus Cancellation Days
On a day when the buses are cancelled and the school remains open, all walkers can come to school if parents feel it is safe to walk, or if parents decide it’s safe to drive them.   We need the parents of the students who walk to call the school if their child is not going to be at school (sick, unsafe to walk).

When buses are not running, we do not need a call from parents who have children who are bused because we know why your child(ren) are away.  If you’re driving  your regularly bussed students to school, remember to pick them up at the end of the school day (3:30 p.m.).  Once buses are cancelled in the morning, they do not run in the afternoon.

Thanks so much for helping us with our efforts with safe arrival for all students.

Announcements will be made on the following radio stations in the event of bus cancellations and/or school closure:   1460  CJOY AM  - Guelph,   106.1  Magic FM  - Guelph,  Oldies 1090,  99.1  FM  CBC,  105.3 Kool FM, 570 AM, and 96.7 FM  CHYM.

CKCO TV will also announce bus cancellation and parents can check the Alma Public School website (site at top of this newsletter) for bus cancellations and on the Board website under Transportation.
New  You may also wish to follow bus transportation on twitter STWDSTS
Spaghetti Lunch
 -  December 22nd  





Our Parent School Council will be providing a Spaghetti Lunch for the entire sch[image: image8.jpg]www.shutterstock.com - 47802292



ool once again this year!  This will occur on December 22nd.  If you would like to donate some of the food items or help that day please call Laura Freeman  at  519-591-5179.  Thanks for helping out in any way you can!  List of items needed are in this newsletter. 
Remember to pack a plate/bowl, spoon/fork, in a plastic bag for your child to carry his/her items between home and school. 

[image: image4.wmf]Once again this year we will be setting up our Christmas Tree.    All donations that come in will be sent to the Centre Wellington Food Bank.  This year we are going to do something different.  We are asking that you send canned goods in and not the mittens or hats.   The grade 6 class will be making different “can creations” for all to see.   We will keep track of the class participation and the winning class will enjoy a Pizza lunch.
Alma Optimist Santa Claus Parade   - Sunday, December 18, 2016 beginning at  2  o’clock. [image: image9.png]



Feedback welcome on draft policies

The Upper Grand District School Board is welcoming public input on draft policies. Currently under review are Code of Conduct Policy 213 and Child Abuse and Protection Policy 502 (submit feedback by January 13, 2017). You are invited to review the draft documents and submit online feedback at www.ugdsb.on.ca/policy.

____________________________________
The Global Issues Club would like to support the organization called Free the Children.  They sell all sorts o​f items to help support communities in Third World Countries.  Please look at the website https://shop.metowe.com/  and see if anything would be of interest.  The money goes directly to support the people of those areas.  You can also track where your support went.  

In order to save shipping costs, I would make an order on behalf of the Alma Community and have the order shipped directly to the school. 

Please place your order by Monday Dec. 5 

to Nancy.Bratty-Beesley@ugdsb.on.ca 

​Thanks from the Global Issues Club

Nancy Bratty-Beesley 

Alma PS
Gr. 3/4
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