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          October 2018


Alma Public School, 12 Simpson St E. Box 118, Alma, ON   N0B 1A0
Principal – Mr. Andy Hill

Visit our WEBSITE:  http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/AlmaPS/
Principal’s Message:
[image: image3.wmf]Hard to believe the first month of school is already behind us!  We had quite a smooth start to the school year with no reorganization needing to be done!    A group I always like to mention and thank is the Alma Optimists, this great bunch of people are hugely supportive of our school.  The group is very generous in helping us to achieve our Council goals.  Once again they came to our open house with the famous food truck – Thank you Optimists!    Speaking of Council, consider  joining us on Wednesday October 10th from 6:30 to 8:00 pm.  I have said it before but we really are a fun bunch and our number one goal is to improve the school experience for your child, hope to see you there.
Andy Hill

New School App
There is a fantastic school App available now for download in your App store.  If you search Upper Grand District School Board you will find the new App.  Once downloaded to your phone you can select Alma P.S. and you are off to the races!  You will instantly be able to view announcements, newsletters, calendar and even transportation notifications.  I hope you will find it helpful!
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ON OCTOBER 4TH, UGDSB IS CELEBRATING WALK TO SCHOOL DAY AND WALK AT SCHOOL DAY!

Walk to School Day is an international event that encourages students to be active on their journey between home and school. The Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Active and Safe Routes to School (ASRTS) committee encourages parents and guardians to walk, bike or wheel to school with us on Walk to School day October 4th. The ASRTS committee is encouraging schools with bused students to also participate by organizing a walk around the school yard at lunch or before bell time. 
Walking and riding to school are great ways to include physical activity into the day, and it is well known that students who use active travel to get to school arrive alert and ready to learn.

 
As a parent you can help your child learn about walking or riding to school safely:

· Be a good role model. Demonstrate road safety rules with your child (e.g. looking both ways when crossing the street).

· Plan a walking or riding route. Assess potential hazards with your child. Encourage your child to stick to the route.

· Remind your child about personal safety. Point out the houses of people you know where they can go for help if needed.

· Adopt a buddy system. Walk with a “walking buddy” – a sibling or a friend.

· Ask that electronics like iPods and cellphones be put in their bag while walking to school.  Pedestrian safety is compromised by texting, earphones and cellphone conversation. 

· Talk about the rules of the road and pedestrian safety.

Visit www.saferoutestoschool.ca for more information and resources on active school travel.

QSP/Cookie Dough 
Please have all your forms into the school by Monday, October 9th.   The magazine campaign can always be ordered online.   Thanks for all your support.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Safety School Check:

· Visitors/Parents are asked to always sign in at the office, so we are aware of your presence in the building.  This goes a long way in ensuring continued safety for our students.

· At the end of each school day, please continue to meet your child outside the school in order to reduce the congestion with students who are lining up for buses in the front hall. 
· When students have to leave early please send a note to the office. If they are leaving with another parent a note is required.
· Supervision of bus students begins at 8:20 a.m.  Students who walk or are driven to school should arrive no earlier than 8:30 a.m.
· Please leave the parking area in front of the school clear for buses for the morning and at afternoon dismissal times.  Our buses arrive around 8:15 in the morning with the last one pulling out around 8:30 a.m.   At the end of the day buses start arriving around 3:40 p.m. and leave around 4:00 p.m.
Safety of our students must be top priority, and by practising proactive measures we help to ensure all of our children are accounted for and are safe.  Thank you for continuing to do your part.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Pumpkin Contest
We will be having a pumpkin carving contest again this year.  Your pumpkins should be brought into the school the morning of Tuesday, October 30th.  Judging will take place between 10:30 and 1:00 p.m.  The five categories are: 
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· Most Unusual


· Best Carved 
· Most Perfect Shape

· Largest by Weight

· Best Decorated

We allow battery operated lighting for your pumpkin if you wish.
All pumpkins should be taken home by the end of the day.  Any pumpkins left at school will be composted.  Thanks to the School Council for running this and offering prizes to all participants. 
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Mad Scientists

Inclement Weather – Board Policy
It is a parent’s responsibility to determine whether or not it is safe for their students to leave for school in inclement or severe weather.  A parent must be aware of the following:

I.  When a bus does not travel a route in the morning due to fog, ice or snow                                                                     conditions, it will NOT travel that route in the afternoon.

II. If a parent elects to drive their child(ren) to school on a no bus day, they are responsible for their child(ren)’s pick-up at dismissal time. (3:30 p.m.)
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Changing Buses
Students are not to begin to ride a bus and/or change a bus unless eligibility has been approved by Transportation.

If an emergency regarding your child(ren)’s transportation to and from school arises please contact the Transportation Department @ www.stwdsts.ca or 519-824-4119.

Only students who are registered with Transportation should be on a bus.  This is due to safety and liability/insurance reasons.

Life-Threatening Allergies

We have children in our school with potential life-threatening allergies to various foods and other materials called anaphylaxis.  This is a medical condition that causes a severe reaction to food or other materials, and can cause death within minutes.  In recent years, anaphylaxis has increased dramatically among students.  

Although this may not affect your child’s class directly, we are letting you know so that you may refrain from sending foods to the school that contain peanuts and nuts.  We aim to create an allergy safe environment at our school. 

If your child is in a classroom with an anaphylactic child, or your child has anaphylaxis, you will be contacted by the classroom teacher.    

Our school has procedures in place to help manage anaphylactic reactions.  If your child has health concerns of any kind, please tell your child’s teacher or the office and we will take the necessary health protection steps.  

Thank you for your understanding in ensuring an allergy-safe environment for all of our students.   
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Our board has a wonderful resource for all of our students that can be accessed 24/7 from school or from home. It’s called UG2GO and includes Learn360 (educational video streaming), Student Link (a site children use at school that gives them access to web sites that are kid friendly and relate directly to their current units of study), Tumblebooks (a site that has hundreds of books children can click on and have read to them), Overdrive (eBooks and audiobooks), and much more. 

When students are at home they can go to this URL:

https://www.ugdsb.on.ca/ug2go 

They will be prompted to enter the same Windows username and password that they use at school to get onto the school network. Once they enter their Windows username/password they will enter the site and they can then click on any of the resources and be taken directly to the individual resource without the need for any additional passwords.


Please take a few minutes to explore the site with your child. It is an important tool that will aid them in their education, and may make your life easier when it comes to homework and projects. We are excited that students will be able to access information from anywhere and at any time in this information age! 
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