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          December  2018


Alma Public School, 12 Simpson St E. Box 118, Alma, ON   N0B 1A0
Principal – Mr. Andy Hill

Visit our WEBSITE:  http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/AlmaPS/
Principal’s Message

[image: image5.wmf]I can’t believe I am already writing my December message!  This Fall seemed to go by incredibly fast likely due to all of the fun and exciting things going on here at Alma Public School.    Being an active partner in your child’s education is a sure fire way to success.   Please mark off on your calendar December 18th which is the night of our Christmas Concert!  The kids are already starting to practice and I know it will be a wonderful event for everyone that can come.  The last day of school for students is Friday December 21st  and we will return on January 7th.  I hope everyone will have a chance to visit with family and friends over the break, I know I’m personally looking forward to spending some quality time with my family.  As I bring this message to a close, I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season!
New School App

There is a fantastic school App available now for download in your App store.  If you search Upper Grand District School Board you will find the new App.  Once downloaded to your phone you can select Alma P.S. and you are off to the races!  You will instantly be able to view announcements, newsletters, calendar and even transportation notifications.  I hope you will find it helpful!
Around the School

During the past month, students have been involved in many and varied ongoing academic and social learning activities: 
· Remembrance Day Service
· Progress Reports & Parent/Teacher Interviews
· Student Leadership Opportunities:
· Lunch supervision
· Character education
Kindergarten Registration
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  The *new online registration process* will be up and running again this year.  Kindergarten registration will begin on January 8, 2019 and run until January 18, 2019.  Once you have registered online you will need to come to the school with a birth certificate, proof of address and immunization record. A computer will be set up and available if you wish to register online at the school.      www.udgsb.ca/kindergarten
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Christmas Program  - December 18th 
                                                                                                                                7:00 - 8:00 p.m.    – Program in the Gym
Bag2School –  Bags can be brought the night of our Christmas Program.  They will be collected at the front door area. 
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Lost & Found                                                 
Our lost and found has many clothing items!!  We will display the lost items during the week of December 17 - 19.    All items that are left will be taken to a community thrift shop.

School Safety Check

Please continue to help keep our school safe:

· Call the office if your child will be absent and, if they are ill please say that as we have to report to Public Health daily.

· As the weather worsens, ensure your child has appropriate clothing, and for the little ones, you may consider sending extra clothing should they need to change (i.e. mittens, socks).

· Thanks to the many parents who are picking up their children in the front foyer.  This has reduced the number of people in the main hallway where students line up for buses at the end of each day.

· For our walkers, who have to cross County Rd 7, we continue to encourage that you use the crossing guard.  This is in place for the safety of all!! 
Bus Cancellation Days

On a day when the buses are cancelled and the school remains open, all walkers can come to school if parents feel it is safe to walk, or if parents decide it’s safe to drive them.   We need the parents of the students who walk to call the school if their child is not going to be at school (sick, unsafe to walk).

When buses are not running, we do not need a call from parents who have children who are bused because we know why your child(ren) are away.  If you’re driving your regularly bussed students to school, remember to pick them up at the end of the school day (3:30 p.m.).  Once buses are cancelled in the morning, they do not run in the afternoon.

Thanks so much for helping us with our efforts with safe arrival for all students.

Announcements will be made on the following radio stations in the event of bus cancellations and/or school closure:   1460  CJOY AM  - Guelph,   106.1  Magic FM  - Guelph,  Oldies 1090,  99.1  FM  CBC,  105.3 Kool FM, 570 AM, and 96.7 FM  CHYM.

CKCO TV will also announce bus cancellation and parents can check the Alma Public School website (site at top of this newsletter) for bus cancellations and on the Board website under Transportation.
New  You may also wish to follow bus transportation on twitter STWDSTS
Also if you have the UGDSB app there is a transportation link there as well!
Spaghetti Lunch
 -  December 20th    





Our Parent School Council will be providing a Spaghetti Lunch for the entire sch[image: image6.wmf]ool once again this year!  This will occur on December 20th .  If you would like to donate some of the food items or help that day please call Laura Freeman  at  519-591-5179.  Thanks for helping out in any way you can!  List of items needed are in this newsletter. 
Remember to pack a plate/bowl, spoon/fork, in a plastic bag for your child to carry his/her items between home and school. 

[image: image4.wmf]Once again this year we will be setting up our Christmas Tree.    All donations that come in will be sent to the Centre- Wellington Food Bank.  This year we are asking that you send canned goods or non- perishable food items in and not the mittens.   
Alma Optimist Santa Claus Parade   - Sunday, December 23, 2018 beginning at  2  o’clock. 
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