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Newsletter for December 2016 
 

From the Principal’s Desk 
A feeling of the holiday season is definitely in the air and another calendar year is almost over as we approach 
2017! Please note that the last day of classes prior to the Christmas holiday is Friday, December 23rd. The 
school will re-open on Monday, January 9th, 2017. On behalf of the staff and students, I would like to wish each 
everyone in the École Arbour Vista Public School community a peaceful, restful, and joyous holiday season. 
Have a great holiday and may the New Year bring prosperity, good health, and happiness to all!! 
 
From the Vice-Principal’s Desk 
November seems to have come and gone so quickly, leaving many key memories of significant activities and 
events for us to recall, and creating a path for all of the special events we’re looking forward to in December. 
Our Yard Committee members have met with the Evergreen Foundation, and we have begun to move ahead on 
plans for the greening and development of Arbour Vista’s school yard this spring. 
 
In the works are ideas for tree planting, a sensory garden with a playhouse, a sand box for the primary/junior 
area, long jump pits, and some additional creative spaces for the Kindergartners. Many thanks to this hard 
working and dedicated committee! Updates will be forthcoming as the process continues.  
 
All Junior and Intermediate students spent the afternoon with double amputee Ron Bachman earlier this month, 
and were urged to challenge their thinking about what it means to create an inclusive community. Ron will 
return to meet with the Intermediates on December 9. 
 
Inclusion, kindness, and mutual respect were central themes during our Anti-Bullying Pink Day this month.  
Many thanks to our amazing Leadership Team for their hard work in helping to create a meaningful and 
impactful day for all of our students. It continues to be an absolute privilege for me to work with this dedicated 
and creative group of students! 
 
Lego Club is currently underway for both Primary and Junior students, with the support of the Leadership 
Team. Please check your shelves and closets, and if you have any Lego which is not currently being used, 
please consider donating some to us. It will be well used and greatly appreciated! 
 
Fresh From the Farm is now complete, and we have raised just over $1200 which will help support Healthy 
Schools initiatives.Thank you so much to all who purchased fruits and vegetables!  
 
Our staff and school Directions Team have been working diligently to identify goals and strengths to 
successfully meet the urgent and unique learning needs of each student as reflected in the newly released Upper 
Grand District School Board Improvement Plan. We will continue to build upon this process throughout the 
year.  
 
Our Arbour Vista concerts are fast approaching. We hope to see many families at these events! I wish everyone 
a safe and restful Holiday season!  
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Have a wonderful time, and we look forward to all that 2017 has in store! 
 
Students Repeatedly Arriving Late  
We continue to have a number of students arriving late to school each day. A helpful strategy for students who 
are often late to school is for parents to set their alarm clock ten minutes earlier each morning. Students who 
arrive late not only impact their own learning but also that of their peers as they disrupt classrooms upon 
entering, when they are in session. Please be mindful of the fact that being on time is an important life skill. 
Assisting our students to be on time helps them develop a sense of responsibility, which will benefit them as 
they grow and mature into adults. Thank you for helping to ensure the timely of our students to their jobs. 
 
Let it Snow, Let it Snow, Do Not Throw! 
As the season changes to winter, we are faced with an issue that over time has remained the same...the inherent 
danger in throwing snowballs. For everyone’s safety, École Arbour Vista Public School does not allow the 
throwing of snowballs. We encourage students to let ‘gravity do its thing’ and keep the snow on the ground. 
Students will be reacquainted with the phrase, “If you pick up snow, you pick up trouble.” Please reinforce this 
message at home, helping to remind our students about the dangers of throwing snow.  
 
Lost and Found 
Our lost-and-found box is full! Items will be on display in the front hall from December 19th – December 23rd, 
the last week of school before the holidays. If you are planning on attending our school play, December ‘Round 
the World, please take some time to go through the items on display. You may find something that belongs to 
your child, that you didn’t know was missing! All items remaining in the lost and found box at the end of the 
day on Friday, December 23rd will be donated to the Salvation Army.  
 
Cold Weather and Warm Clothing! 
Now that winter is finally upon us, students should be wearing hats, mitts, boots and a winter coat while on the 
yard during recess. Proper attire during the winter months will help ensure our students enjoy their time outside 
while being comfortable in the process.  
 
Poinsettia Pickup Reminder  
This is a reminder that poinsettia orders from the Grade 8 Quebec trip fundraiser can be picked up in the school 
gymnasium on Monday, December 5th, from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm. 
 
Fresh From the Farm 
Thank you to everyone who supported our Fresh From the Farm initiative. This project, organized by our 
Healthy School Team, resulted in over $2500.00 in total sales, with the school receiving slightly more than 
$1100.00 for the school to use to promote healthy living with our students.  
 
Feedback Welcome On Draft Policies 
The Upper Grand District School Board is welcoming public input on draft policies. Currently under review are 
Code of Conduct Policy 213 and Child Abuse and  Protection Policy 502 (submit feedback by January 13, 
2017). You are invited to review the draft documents and submit online feedback at www.ugdsb.on.ca/policy. 
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Ecole Arbour Vista School Council 
Throughout the year, Ecole Arbour Vista School Council invites various subject matter experts to share what’s 
happening in Upper Grand District School Board.  In November, parents received an update on how technology 
is used in the classroom. November 17, 2016, our Guest Presenter was from UGDSB IT Support, Bill 
Mackenzie. Presentation can be found by copy/pasting the following link: https://goo.gl/tUdTkr 
 
Some topics that were discussed: 
Why provide kids with technology? Students need access to technology to be successful. 
 “What is” questions:  
-BYOD: Bring Your Own Device to school.  
-“Acceptable Use Policy”: Device taken out only when supervised and used appropriately. The UGDSB has the 
highest users of chromebooks, per capita, of any school board in Canada. Mobile devices are used more than 
desktops in the UGDSB.  
-UGCloud: Cloud solution to support BYOD. Google classroom is a powerful tool and 100% free. Used in over 
2000 classrooms in the UGDSB.  
-Visit the Technology section of the UGDSB website to see examples of how the Upper Grand District School 
Board is a leader in using technology for educational purposes.  
 
General questions asked: 
1. Who owns the information on Google? 
The Ministry of Education owns the information.  
2. Teaching digital responsibility through technology – what should be shared and what is not.  Principals and 
Vice Principals are very connected and are able to monitor student activity online.  
3. UGCloud’s UG2GO is where parents and students should visit, rather than use Google.com as the 
information, music, data has all been filtered to be safe and sufficient for students. It is paid for by the UGDSB.  
Example: Britannica School is an online encyclopedia. 
4. 63% increase in UGCloud users over last year.   
5. Google Chrome apps that can be found in UGCloud include Read and Write for students with special needs.  
6. Must use Google Chrome to run any Google Apps.  
7. How do we know this is helping our kids?  The use of text to speech (assistive technology) improved EQAO 
scores between 2012/13 and 2015/16. Also, the Junior EQAO reading scores, specific to students using speech 
to text technology, have increased by approximately 20% during this time. High school students writing the 
OSSLT, using text to speech software, have increased their level 3 and 4 scores from 33% to 56%.  
8. Who supports parents and students at home? Currently, the technicians’ workday ends at 5 pm and they do 
not work on weekends. Bill Mackenzie is the person to contact should the technicians not be able to help. At 
École Arbour Vista, Steve Uger is the teacher responsible for tech issues, but he can only assist in some cases, 
not all.  
Information about Google Classroom: 
People can work on the same document at the same time and each person can see who is editing the document.  
Documents can’t be lost. There is a revision history that allows documents to be restored. 
 
School Council approved $4,800 worth of spending, $1,200 each to the Kindergarten, Primary, Junior and 
Intermediate divisions. In addition, a private donation of $1,000 was made towards the Music Program.  Thank 
you to the Ting Family! 
Parent Outreach Committee Update.  Thank you to our Parent Outreach Committee for organizing It’s Okay Not 
To Be Perfect! Building resiliency in children.  The event was very successful.   
To find the School Council meeting minutes please visit http://www.ugdsb.ca/arbourvista/category/school-
council. 
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The 2016-2017 School Council Representatives are:  
Co-Chair: Tina Mcleod:  paultina14@rogers.com 
Co-Chair: Satinder Chane:  satinder.chane@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Emmie Hull:  ehull@bdo.ca 
Secretary: Rena Khawly:  rkhawly@gmail.com 
Fundraising Lead: Natalie Leeming:  leeming.n@gmail.com 
Parent Outreach Lead: Debbie Bush:  deborahambush@gmail.com 
School Yard Greening Co-Leaders: Amy Ross: amysharpross@gmail.com & Emmie Hull 
 
Interested in making a difference? 
We encourage parents to come out to a School Council meeting to learn more about what goes on “behind the 
scenes. School Council typically meets on the third Thursday of every month at 6:45 at the school library. We 
even have some volunteer Intermediate students to provide babysitting during the meeting. Everyone is 
welcome, stop by. We would love to meet you!  Please feel free to contact Tina or Satinder (contact information 
above) for more information. Parents can also assist by making a donation, to donate please visit 
http://www.uppergrandlearningfoundation.com/contribute/ 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS:  6:45 pm @ EAV in the Library 
December 15 – Year end celebration at ______ 
January 19 
February 16 
March 23 
April 20 
May 18  
June 15 
 

Discover the Awesome Tools that Students  
Can Access in the Read & Write Toolbar 
 

 
 
Every student in the Upper Grand District School Board has access to a handful of incredible tools via an app 
called  Read & Write that can help them with reading, comprehension, written expression, & gathering 
research.  
 
Read & Write is attached to student accounts, so students need to be logged into Chrome to use this feature.   
 
Check it out!  … Supports on the R&W toolbar include; 
 

 
  Word Prediction 
 

 
 Quick access to dictionary tools 
 

 
 Having text read out loud in English or in French 
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http://calendarholidays.xyz/holiday/168/human-rights-day.  

 

 
 A tracking tool that provides a focus when reading 
 

 
 The ability to turn your speech to text  
 
 

 
Highlight and collect text, & build vocabulary lists 
 

 
Changes to Voice, Speed & Language can be made easily in Settings 
 
Read & Write tools are powerful for ALL kids, but they make a huge difference for those with learning 
disabilities.  These tools allow students to read independently, comprehend more of what they are reading, and 
demonstrate their understanding; allowing them to work smarter, not harder.  
 
 

Monthly Environmental Activities to help celebrate our planet 

December 10th is Human Rights Day! 

It is vital to teach our children to respect and take care of the environment. 

Celebrate Human Rights Day on December 10th!  
 “This year, Human Rights Day calls on everyone to stand up for someone's rights. It starts with each 
of us.” Step forward and defend the rights of someone whose voice is not being heard. Demonstrate 
an understanding of equality, human dignity and justice. Consider and be respectful of the rights and 
opinions of others, especially if they are different from yours. Recognize that human rights include the 
right for all of us to have access to clean water, unpolluted air and healthy food. 

 “There is no action that is too small: wherever you are, you can 
make a difference. Together, let’s take a stand for more humanity.”  

-- UN High Commissioner for Human Rights: Zeid Ra'ad Al 
Hussein” 

http://www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/ 

Simple yet meaningful ways for your 
family to celebrate the rights and 

responsibilities that we all share as 
human beings! 

 
• Learn about how children live in other parts of the world. Look at pictures on the web and discuss 

how we are the same and how we we are different. 
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• Read the book: We Are All Born Free: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights in Pictures by 
Amnesty International 

• Read the Ontario Environmental Bill of Rights. Decide if there is a cause your family wants to 
support, or an Ecojustice action you want to take on. 

• Talk to someone you know who is from another country.  Where are they from?  What was their life 
like there?  What language did they speak?  Did they go to school? What do they miss?  What do they 
like about their new country? 

• Start a tradition of doing a family service project on Human Rights Day. There are many 
opportunities to volunteer, such as preparing and serving meals at a local homeless shelter or simply 
gathering enough to put together a bunch of care packages of simple needs and necessities. 
https://humanrightswarrior.com 

“For the bigger picture we can (and should) do what we can to fight injustice. 
 But on a smaller scale, in the day-to-day, practicing kindness can help  

knit a web of compassion to give humanity a boost of resilience” 
 


