
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   January, 2018 
 
Happy New Year and Welcome Back! 
On behalf of the Arthur Public School staff, we would like to welcome everyone 
back to school and to 2017! 
 
It is wonderful to see our students again and hear of all the various happy holiday adventures! 
 
We are excited to get back to work and look forward to seeing our families and students get off 
to a good start in 2018. 
 

Inclement Weather 
If we have a “no bus” day, please be sure to contact the school if your child normally walks 

to school and they are not going to attend. All bus students will be marked excused, but we 
need to make sure our students who walk, or get rides, are safe and accounted for. 
 

Character Trait for January: Responsibility 
We will ring in the New Year with our focus on the character trait of Responsibility. Through 
daily announcements, classroom activities and discussions and a month end assembly, we will 
focus on responsibility as: being accountable for your actions, thoughts, and feelings and 
following through on your personal and community commitments.   
Students will be reminded of the following demonstrations of responsibility: 
• Standing up for social justice 
• Being on time 
• Doing your best 
• Taking notice, taking action 
• Being a good citizen 
• Standing up for the rights of others 
• Taking ownership of behaviours 
• Looking after our natural environment. 
 
We thank you for your support at home to encourage and acknowledge the importance of this 
character trait to help increase your child’s success at school as well as in their life. 
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Cold Weather Reminders 
Please remember that your child is outside during all recess times.  It is necessary for 
students to dress warmly in layers.  It is important to have snow pants, boots and a 
couple of pairs of mitts and socks in case something gets wet. Please make sure to label 
all clothing items that come to school. 
  
Students need time outside to get some fresh air and a bit of exercise so their brains will 
function at full capacity.  Students who are not well enough to go outside for a few minutes 

are probably not well enough to be at school. If we get into extreme weather conditions, we will 
make the decision at school to keep children indoors; however, it will be our goal to give them 
as much outside time as possible. 
 
  

Annual Christmas Bazaar 
Thanks to everyone for their donations to the Bazaar.  The students enjoyed doing some of their 
Christmas shopping here at school.  Thanks to the volunteers who helped with this event.   
 
Over $900.00 was raised to go toward supporting school programs. 
 

Kindergarten 2018-2019  
Important information about Kindergarten registration this January 
 
We’re getting ready to welcome our newest group of little learners to the school! 
 
Kindergarten registration for the 2018-19 school year takes place from January 9 to 19, 
2018. 
 
New this year: all Junior and Senior Kindergarten students new to the UGDSB must 
pre-register online. (SK students who are currently attending a UGDSB school for JK do 
not need to pre-register online).  
 
Pre-registering online between January 9th -19th will save families time by allowing you 
to fill out important forms and documentation when it’s convenient for you. 
 
Once you’ve pre-registered online, parents/guardians must go into their child’s home 
school before the January 19th deadline, in order to drop off documentation and 
complete their registration.  
 
Please note that all parents hoping to register their child for JK French Immersion must 
complete their registration document verification by January 19th at 4 p.m. 
 
For more information on how to register and the JK French Immersion selection 
process, please visit www.ugdsb.ca/jkregistration. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ugdsb.ca/jkregistration


  
 

School Safety Check 
• Please continue to call the office if your child is ill and will be absent.  
• Thank you for using Walton Street and the opposite side of Conestoga Street (across 

from the school) as pick up and drop off locations for your children.    
• Parents who are dropping off students at school are asked to drop off their children on 

Walton Street at the sidewalk that runs alongside the bus lane.  Students can walk 
straight onto the school playground from this access point.  Your cooperation is greatly 
appreciated.   

• As slippery driving and snow banks begin to appear, please review safe walking rules 
with your children.  Cross only at the crosswalks and obey all crossing guards. 
 

Thank you for supporting our efforts to ensure student safety. We appreciate you helping our 
students arrive at school safe and ready to learn. 
 

Food & Friends Snack Program Update 
A special thank you goes out to all of our parent volunteers who help to coordinate the daily 
delivery of healthy snacks for our students.  This program would not be possible without your 
help!  Thank you as well to our sponsors, including the Ontario Ministry Of Children & Youth 
Services, President’s Choice Children’s Charity & The Grocery Foundation.  A special thank you 
goes out to the Kabbes family, as well as the local Palmerston Branch of the Retired Women 
Teachers of Ontario, for their generous donations to our program.  It truly is an amazing effort 
by all involved as we work together to bring healthy food to hungry minds. 

 

Skating 
Thank you to our School Council who is sponsoring a free skate at Arthur Community Centre 
over the Holidays. 
Grab your skates on December 27th and 28th and enjoy yourself on the ice! 
 
 
USED   SKATES 
If you have any old skates sitting in your house collecting dust please consider 
donating them to the school. 
Arthur Public School will be going skating at the Arthur Arena in the new year 
and we are always looking for skates to donate to students who don’t have 
any. 
Please send them in with your son\daughter and direct them to Mr. McCabe. 
Thanks for your help, J McCabe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



www.wuft.org 

Monthly environmental activities to help celebrate our planet 

 

JANUARY is the time to carry out your resolutions!                                                     
 

“There will be more waste plastic in the sea than fish by 2050” Dame Ellen 
MacArthur 

It’s a brand new year and the perfect time for positive change. For example, 
let’s end plastic pollution. 
Based on the daily news, it’s never been more critical to increase your 
environmental efforts.  This year the Earth Day Network is calling to end 
plastic pollution. Imagine a future free from harmful plastic garbage! Single-
use plastics are especially wasteful and many plastics are also not properly 
recycled and take up precious landfill space or pollute our oceans, killing 
marine life and washing up on pristine beaches. Plastic garbage ‘islands’ are 
appearing in seas and oceans all over the world. One of these - the Great 
Pacific garbage patch, is estimated to be the size of Alberta.  
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/great-pacific-garbage-
patch/  

Tips on how to reduce single-use plastics: 
 

• Extend your use of cloth shopping bags beyond the grocery 
store. Use them at all other retail stores too. (You can carry 
purse-sized, reusable folded bags.)   

• Avoid buying over-packaged food. The choice is yours. Do you need to buy the carrots 
that are shrink wrapped on a Styrofoam tray, or can you buy a bundle that is tied 
together with a simple twist tie? 

• Let the restaurants you frequent know that you would them to join the growing 
movement to ban the use of straws. Restaurants, organizations, institutions and schools 
worldwide have gotten rid of plastic straws or implemented a 'serve-straws-upon-
request' policy. 

• Tap water is best. Bottled water can deplete our precious groundwater resources and 
produce unnecessary green house gas emissions through the production and transport 
of plastic bottles. Carry a reusable water bottle instead. 

• Lug a travel mug to your local coffee shop. (The plastic lining makes coffee cups 
unrecyclable, and they all end up in the garbage and in our overflowing landfills.)  

• Write letters to the government asking them to fix a problem that you are concerned 
about such as: mandating the reduction of plastic packaging, banning Styrofoam, or 
promoting research for recyclable coffee cups, etc.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/great-pacific-garbage-patch/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/great-pacific-garbage-patch/


 

 

 
 

Enroll your child today! 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
We are pleased to announce the launch of BOKS, for our grade 3,4 and 5 students, a free before school 
physical activity program, at our school.  BOKS prepares children for a day of learning and is an important 
step in helping children gain an appreciation of the benefits of exercise and healthy choices that will last a 
lifetime.   BOKS was inspired by Dr. John Ratey’s book “Spark”. Dr. Ratey, of Harvard Medical School, 
states that “exercise is the single most powerful tool that we have to optimize the function of our brains.”  
Classes are filled with team-oriented games and provide plenty of opportunity for play, since the program 
focuses on fun! 

Typical BOKS Class  
 40 minutes long  
 Fun warm-up game or movement drills  
 Running activity, relay races, obstacle courses and strength movements  
 Fun game 
 Cool down and a BOKS Bit nutritional talk 

When is BOKS? 
BOKS will run every Monday and Wednesday, from 8 am to 8:45 am. The session starts the week of 
January 22, 2018, ending Wednesday March 28. If this first session is successful, a second session will 
begin April 16th.    

How do I sign up?  
Please email the head coach, Lianne Kaminski, at liannekaminski@hotmaillcom to receive a registration 
form or if you have any questions. You may also speak to Mrs. Leathem about picking up a registration 
form at the school.  

Is there transportation for BOKS?   
Parents will be responsible for transporting their children to school.   
 
BOKS is designed to involve the whole community and family.  If you are interested in becoming a 
volunteer please contact Lianne or Mrs. Leathem. You can also visit the BOKS website at 
www.bokskids.ca for more program details. 
 
I hope that you will share our enthusiasm for this program and you will, in turn, see a positive impact on 
your children. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
Amanda Leathem and Lianne Kaminski 

 

Active Kids = Active Minds 

 

 

http://www.bokskids/
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