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Where did January go? We had a busy first month back into the New Year and staff have been working hard on 
assessment and preparation for our upcoming report cards that go home on Feb 20 th. 
Please celebrate student success and achievement and ask your child what they think they 
need to improve on and then set some goals for the next term to work on.   We will have 
our annual Move-a-thon on February 14th to raise funds for our School Council. All students 
will participate by dancing with their  class in the gym. The theme is  “Friendship”  A huge 
Brisbane thank you goes to Dayne Haw, Claire Upton and the team of volunteers for their 
help organizing this event which is a big fundraiser for our school.  
 
Ms. Anand/Ms. Robertson 
 

Upcoming Events - February 

February 1st 

February 4 th 

February 6 th 

 
February 7th 

February 11 th 

February 12 th 

 
 
February 14 th 

February 15 th 

February 18th 

February 19th 

February 20 th 

February 22nd 

February 26 th 

February 27 th 

PD Day - No school for students 
John Howard Presentation Gr. 4-6 
Winter Walk Day 
Pasta Lunch 
National Sweater Day 
John Howard Presentation Gr. 4-6 
Floor Hockey Tournament @ Erin P.S. 
Grade 6 Camp Meeting @ 6:00pm 
School Council Meeting @ 7:15pm 
Move-A-Thon 
Snow Date - Move-A-Thon 
Family Day - No School for Students 
River Run Trip - Gr. 1 & 2 
Report Cards go home 
Pizza Day 
Colour House Assembly  @ 11:20 
National Pink Shirt Day 

 

http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/brisbane


 
Report Cards 

Report cards are scheduled to go home to parents on February 20th,  2019.  Page 1 of the report card (Grades 1-6) 
describes the Learning Skills and Work habits that are associated with academic and social success. The comments 
in this section of the report offer suggestions for setting Term 2 goals.  Please review these comments carefully 
with your child and celebrate the success they have demonstrated in school.  Pages 2 and 3 of the report card 
discusses student achievement. Please note that a “B” means that your child is meeting the provincial expectations 
and a “C” means that he/she is approaching the provincial standard. If you have concerns or questions about your 
child’s report card, please contact your child’s teacher. 
 

Programs at Brisbane 

Chess Club 
Brisbane’s Chess Club began meeting prior to the break. There are  nearly 50 junior boys and 
girls who meet once a week for beginner and intermediate lessons/matches. Twelve club 
members will be selected for the ‘Chess Team’ and represent Brisbane at the annual 
county-wide tournament in Aberfoyle this April. The tournament attracts nearly 200 chess 
players from grades 4-8. Thank you to the students for showing such interest in this classic 
game and to Mr. Siegel for coaching/running the club.  
 
Floor Hockey 
Junior floor hockey started and the tournament is February 13th at Erin P.S. Thanks to M. Paquette for organizing 
the tournament and helping to coach the students! 
 
Forest of Reading 
Our Forest of Reading program is ready to go thanks to Mme Vosper and Mr. Koch!! The books and resources are 
ready to access and can be found in the library. This program is open to all students, and ALL classrooms to 
participate and get involved. Once each class has read the books, they become eligible to vote for their favourite 
book on voting day in April.  There are different programs for each division and are available in both French and 
English. French classes are strongly encouraged to do both the English and French programs!  
 
Equity Club 
February is Black History Month. The Equity Club will be creating announcements and a display board about Viola 
Desmond and other prominent Canadians. We will also be looking to recruit new members in the junior grades! 
 
Club de français 
The Club de français is up and running now. We are learning about French culture & cuisine as well as learning a 
play which we will present to the kindies when it is ready. 
 



School Improvement Plan/Math Action 

Please see our Brisbane School Improvement plan in the front foyer and Math Action plan 
goals to help improve student achievement which is similar to last year’s goals.  
 
Math Action Plan-Brisbane P. S. 

1. Look at how to support students who are struggling  by providing regular guided 
practice in Math (small groups) 

2.  Increase and improve number sense skills and math fluency/facts in all grades 
through practice and recall by using Number Talks 3-5 weekly 

3. Math Impossible Initiative-focus on strands in a 6 week learning cycle in primary 
and junior and have focused goals for staff to work on. Team to plan questions for staff ahead of time. 
Answers to be shared on bulletin board to show math learning and thinking in a visible place. i.e. bulletin 
board, announcements, TV’s in pod 

4.  Teach and expose students to a variety of multiple choice questions and open response questions from K-6 
across all subject areas, monthly assessment 

5. Make Math more engaging, relevant, and fun to increase engagement and confidence to develop a positive 
attitude toward learning Math. (Math center games targeted at Math fluency) 

6. Use of math manipulatives to increase student conceptual understanding 
 

Safety Issues 

At Brisbane, we practice “safe hands, safe feet” to prevent students from pushing each other and causing injury. 
We ask that you review this expectation with your children so that we can keep children safe and secure while 
playing outside.  Sometimes students get too caught up in ‘the game’ and become aggressive, and/or respond to 
accidents in an aggressive way.  Please help us in reinforcing the “Safe Hands, Safe Feet” expectation and review 
ways to deal with anger, frustration, and stress. Let your children know that we expect them to be kind, 
compassionate, and caring.  Ask your child how they can be proactive rather than reactive  when they are in one of 
these situations .  If they experience or witness an act of bullying, or possible bullying, at school they should seek 
immediate  help from an adult.  Please help us reduce aggression in schools by educating your children about the 
negative effects of violent videos, music, computer games, and television programs. Help your children be more 
informed and critical users of media. Brisbane P.S. students are wonderful ambassadors for their school and 
community.  
 

Report Bullying 

We take all incidents of bullying seriously.  If your child is the victim of bullying or sees bullying behaviour at school, 
please encourage him/her to speak with someone at school including their teacher or the 
admin team . Please discuss the difference between conflict and bullying. Another great tool 
is ‘Report Bullying’ which  gives students and parents 24/7 access for reporting bullying. 
You don’t have to identify yourself – just your school – and your message gets sent directly 
to the school principal or vice principal for follow-up.   You’ll find the Report Bullying button 



on our school’s website. Please keep communication open with your child and their classroom teachers. Staff are 
trained in dealing with issues and can only follow up with problems when they are reported .  
Students are currently learning about bullying and how to deal with problems through an anti bullying program 
run by the John Howard Society.  
 

Black History Month 

Every year Canadians are invited to take part in the festivities and events that honour the legacy of black 
Canadians, past and present, during Black History Month.  Black History Month exists to remind us all of the rich 
contributions within our society from people of African and Caribbean descent, and of their ongoing struggle for 
equity and social justice. This is a time to celebrate the many achievements and contributions of black Canadians 
who, throughout history, have done so much  to  make  Canada  the  culturally  diverse, compassionate and 
prosperous nation we know today. It is also an opportunity for the majority of Canadians to learn about the 
experiences of black Canadians in our society, and the vital role this community has  played  throughout  our  shared 
history. 

 

School Council 

Come on out (second Tuesday of each month) to our School Council Meeting at 7:15 pm in the library! We are 
seeking new parents to come and provide their input, assist on a committee or share their ideas for school 
improvement planning.  
School Council is a great way to  be involved in decisions regarding your school, your kid(s)! It is also a great way to 
be involved in the school community and make a positive contribution to your child’s education.  Please contact Lori 
with any questions or concerns:  lori.lwhome@gmail.com .  Our next meeting is Tuesday February 12 th @ 7:15 pm  in 
the library. All are welcome! 

 

Move-A-Thon 

Get ready for our annual dance party, where we raise money for our school and the incredible 
programs provided every year!  From Scientists in the Classroom to our Reading Programs…. ALL of 
the money raised directly supports Brisbane students!!  In order to fully fund these valuable learning 
experiences, our goal is to raise $20 per student at this fun event.  Move-a-thon is usually our biggest 
fundraiser each year and we are so grateful for your support! 
  
THERE ARE 3 WAYS TO DONATE: 
1.  UGLF online (tax receipts available for donations of $20 or more)  *PLEASE SPECIFY DONATION IS FOR 

BRISBANE SCHOOL*   www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/upper-grand-learning-foundation/ 
2.  School Cash Online  www.schoolcashonline.com 

mailto:lori.lwhome@gmail.com
http://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/upper-grand-learning-foundation/
http://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/upper-grand-learning-foundation/
http://www.schoolcashonline.com/
http://www.schoolcashonline.com/


3.  Send cash or cheques to school (Options 1 & 2 are preferred) 
  
THE CLASS THAT RAISES THE MOST MONEY WILL WIN A PIZZA PARTY!! 
Stay tuned for other fun incentives….  Get ready, Mme Anand and Mrs Robertson! 
  
GET READY TO GLOW! 
To celebrate our friendship theme, we are asking all students to bring in a WHITE T-SHIRT to decorate with 
non-washable markers with their classmates!  Along with their special t-shirts, students are encouraged to 
wear any glow-in-the-dark or neon items and have fun dancing under the black lights and disco ball! 
  
PARENTS CAN YOU HELP?  
We are looking for volunteers to help supervise each grade. Please contact daynahaw@gmail.com  
JK/SK  9:00am-9:50am  Grades 3-4  12:05pm-12:55pm 
Grades 1-2  11:15am-12:05pm  Grades 5-6  1:45pm-2:35pm 
 

Hot Lunch - February 6th 

This year Brisbane will be offering a couple of hot lunches.  100% of the proceeds from these lunches go back into 
our programs and directly into the tummies of Brisbane students. Our FIRST 
hot lunch will be Wednesday, February 6th, 2019.  We will be serving a pasta 
lunch.  The cost will be $5.00 per serving and will include pasta, roll with 
butter, fresh fruit and a drink.   The healthy snack program thanks our many 
volunteers and financial supporters who keep our program running 

smoothly.  We are in need of volunteers to continue to support this program. If you can volunteer or wish to sponsor 
financially in any way, please contact the school. 

 

Winter Walk Day - Feb. 6th 

Lots of UGDSB schools participated in Walk at School Day in October. Did you know that there is also a walk at 

school day in February? Let’s keep the momentum going!  February 7th is Winter Walk Day 

across Canada. It’s the perfect opportunity for parents and kids to get outside together 

and stretch those legs! Walk at school for daily physical activity, a healthier environment, 

making friends and…having fun! Walking helps kids get those 60 minutes of daily 

physical activity they need. It’s also a great cure for those winter blues and helps students 

concentrate better in class.  

 



Celebrate International Sweater Day on February 7th! 

National Sweater Day is a fun way to learn about the importance of 
saving energy and to inspire you to use less heat all winter. Heating 
accounts for 80% of residential energy use in Canada. If all Canadians 
lowered their thermostats by just 2 degrees Celsius this winter, it would 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by about 4 megatons – that’s 

equivalent to taking nearly 700,000 cars off the road!  http://www.wwf.ca/events/sweater_day/ 

  

National Sweater Day is about thinking differently about how we use energy, where our energy comes from and 
how we can play an important role in fighting climate change by using energy wisely. It is designed to help raise 
awareness about renewable energy and change behaviours around energy consumption in Canada. 
assets.wwf.ca/downloads/nsd_2017_en_school_toolkit.pdf 

Make the Earth better by wearing a sweater  
 

Ideas for your family to celebrate Sweater Day! 
·         Turn down your thermostat and wear a sweater! 
·         Ask your children to brainstorm with you about ways to save energy at home. Make a pledge to 

implement as many as you can. 
·         Research the differences between climate and weather. Ask your child to characterize some different 

climate types (polar, tropical, coastal, etc.). 
·         Read a children’s book on conservation such as:  Why Should I Save Energy? by Jen Green. Encourage 

lots of discussion and questions. 
·         Valentine’s Day is just around the corner - use recycled materials to create your cards this year!  

For more ideas and fun things to do on International Sweater Day, please take a look at this pdf supplied by WWF 
assets.wwf.ca/downloads/nsd_2017_en_school_toolkit.pdf 

Winter Weather 

 Please remember that students need to wear appropriate clothing for outdoor recesses (DPA and Physical 
Education too) as all students are expected to go outside at recess .  This 
includes  waterproof gloves, scarves, waterproof winter boots, snow pants, 
etc.  Please review the snowball and snow fort expectations with your child. 
There is no throwing of snow/snowballs. Also, snow forts and sculptures are 
to be enjoyed during recess.  Students should not destroy each other’s 
creations and they are to be shared by all.  Please ask your children to check 
the lost and found box, located in the front foyer of the school for missing 
clothes.  The main foyer is open to parents until 5:30 p.m.   Feel free to drop by 

the school and check the “lost and found” box for missing items. 
 

http://www.wwf.ca/events/sweater_day/
http://www.wwf.ca/events/sweater_day/


Inclement Weather/ Transportation 

When you hear the radio announcement, “All school taxis and buses in Centre Wellington and the Town of Erin                                     
will not be operating today”, your child’s bus or taxi is cancelled and the school remains                               
open. You do not need to call the school on “no bus” days to let us know that your child will                                         
be absent.  During inclement weather, please listen to:  
Erin Radio 88.1 FM; 1460 AM CJOY; 106.1 Magic FM; Oldies 1090AM;  
99.1 FM CBC; 105.3 Kool FM; Newstalk 570AM; 96.7 FM CHYM; or, watch CKCO-TV.  
These stations will announce cancellations. 
Bus cancellations are also reported on the Board website after 6:30 a.m. at: 
www.ugdsb.on.ca   as well as on twitter @ STWDSTS …. Brisbane is in the blue division 
 
If you are at home with your children, consider checking  out  the  following  websites   that  are focused on learning 
and fun at the same time. 
Nrich Maths: Discover Kids:  
http://nrich.math.org/public/index.php http://kids.discovery.com 
 
National Geographic for Kids  French Websites 
http://kidds.nationalgeographic.com http://tfo.org/ 
 
Be sure to check out  the Brisbane Public School website  (http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/brisbane)  as well as UG2Go 
( www.ugdsb.on.ca )  for additional fun and educational websites and activities. Students use the same usernames 
and passwords to get in the UG2GO site as they do at school. 
 

Preparing your FI Child for English Instruction 

You have chosen to enroll your child in the French Immersion program, which is a great opportunity for them! This 
means that their language of instruction at school is French until the end of grade 2, and so he/she is not receiving 
instruction in reading and writing in English. We’d like to share some tips for success to ensure your child is 
prepared for when he/she begins English language instruction in grade 3. Studies clearly and consistently show 
that within two years, French Immersion students are working at the same level as their peers in the English 
program. It is important that you support their English reading and writing at home in order for them to be at 
grade level when they begin English instruction in Grade 3. 
 

What can you do to help at home? 
● Encourage your child, and provide opportunities for your child, to read in English. 
● Appreciate their beginning attempts at reading in English and remark on their progress.  
● Don’t discourage them by being critical of mistakes, but rather make them comfortable with taking risks. 
● It’s also very important to continue to read to your child each day, and to discuss and enjoy these stories 

together. Run your finger along the sentences as you read them, so that they can follow with their eyes and 
begin to recognize some words.  

http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/
http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/
http://nrich.math.org/public/index.php
http://kids.discovery.com/
http://nrich.math.org/public/index.php
http://kidds.nationalgeographic.com/
http://tfo.org/
http://tfo.org/
http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/brisbane
http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/


● As they begin to express an interest in tackling English reading, try reading aloud in unison. Sit side by side 
with a book of their choosing. Match your reading speed and the volume of your voice with theirs as you 
read along together (it’ll take a little practice). Have a prearranged signal for them to let you know when 
they want to try a passage on their own, then have you join in with them again. As they develop confidence 
with simple books, use this technique with more challenging materials. The idea being that as they build 
confidence, they will be comfortable reading to you on their own. 

● Your child should also be encouraged to write grocery lists, notes, cards, to-do lists, short stories, etc. in 
English. 

Thanks for your help in developing a successful start for your child next year.  
 

Physical Activity Can Make You Smarter? 

Yep! It’s true! We have heard a lot about how exercise is important for children to remain healthy but research from 
Harvard Medical School (and many other studies) has shown that children do better in school if they get plenty of 
exercise. As it turns out, exercise has a positive influence on concentration, 
memory,  behaviour,   sequencing, and making priorities.  According to one study 
in the Journal of Pediatrics, “school-age youth should participate daily in 60 
minutes or more of moderate to vigorous physical activity that is developmentally 
appropriate, enjoyable, and involves a variety of activities ”.  Other studies have 
found that even 20 minutes of activity such as walking can increase brain 
functioning. There are so many fun physical activities to do in the winter, 
tobogganing, skating, snowshoeing, hockey, etc. Why not build a snowman, a 
snow fort or make snow angels? Whatever you and your family decide, it is important for children to exercise every 
day, the more, the better. It’s good for the brain and the body! (Information adapted from Journal of Pediatrics, 
Edutopia, Everydayhealth.com and Globe and Mail online) 

 
Engaging Your Child in Science at Home! 

As parents we have the wonderful opportunity and responsibility for nurturing our children’s growth.  Parents play 
a key role in the physical, emotional, and intellectual development of their child. As parents we can usually find 
time to read a story to our children, thereby instilling a love of literature, but we are often at a loss as to how to 
instill a love and appreciation for Science.  Science encourages problem solving skills, curiosity and questioning, 
creative and critical thinking, observational skills and reinforces both literacy and math skills….and it’s FUN! Here 
are some ideas for fostering Scientific skills in your children. 
6 Tips to foster Scientific Thinking at Home 

1. See science everywhere. Parents can take opportunities to ask "What would happen if …?" questions or 
present brainteasers to encourage children to be curious and seek out answers. Children need to know that 
science isn't just a subject, but it is a way of understanding the world around us. 

2. Lead family discussions on science-related topics. Dinnertime might be an ideal time for your family to have 
discussions about news stories that are science based, like space shuttle missions, severe weather 
conditions, or new medical breakthroughs. Over time, children will develop a better understanding of 



science and how it affects many facets of our lives. Movies and TV shows with 
science-related storylines are also great topics for discussion. 

3. Encourage girls and boys equally. Many girls are left out of challenging activities 
simply because of their gender. Be aware that both girls and boys need to be encouraged 
and exposed to a variety of subjects at a very early age. 

4. Do science together. Children, especially elementary-age children, learn better by 
investigating and experimenting. Simple investigations done together in the home can bolster what your 
child is learning in the classroom. Check with your child's teacher on what your child is currently learning in 
class and what activities you can explore at home. 

5. Connect science with a family vacation. Family vacations are a great way to explore science. It could be a 
hiking trip where you explore nature or a discussion on tides during a beach vacation. 

6. Show excitement for Science! 
 
Reference: 
"NSTA Science Matters: Tips for Busy Parents - National Science http://www.nsta.org/sciencematters/tips.aspx  
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