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Principal’s Message 
  

Welcome to Drayton Heights Public School ! 

 
We would like to welcome you and your 

child(ren) back to another exciting year of 
learning at Drayton Heights.  We look forward 
to working with you and your family, whether 
you are returning to our school, or joining us 
for the first time. 

We appreciate and encourage your 
involvement in your child=s education.  If you 
have any questions now, or at any time 
throughout the year, please contact the office 
at your earliest convenience.  Greater success 
is achieved if we work together for the 
educational goals of our children. 
 

Jeff Crawford, 
Principal 

 

Daily School Schedule 
 

Entry Bell 8:45 

Period 1 8:50 - 9:40 

Period 2 9:40 - 10:30 

Nutrition Break #1 10:30 - 11:15 

Period 3 11:15 - 12:05 

Period 4 12:05 - 12:55 

Nutrition Break #2 12:55 - 1:40 

Period 5 1:40 - 2:30 

Period 6 2:30 - 3:20 

Dismissal Bell 3:20 
 

Staff List 2015-2016 

 

Kindergarten A   Mrs. Taylor 
Kindergarten B   Mrs. Goetz 
 

Grade 1B   Mrs. Straus 
Grade 1/2A   Mrs. Bodendistle 
Grade 2/3B   Mrs. Douglas 
Grade 3A   Mrs. Parker 
 

Grade 4B   Mrs. Noble 
Grade 4/5A    Mrs. Phillips 
Grade 5/6B   Mrs. Ohm 
 

Grade 7A   Mrs. McCracken 
Grade 7B   Mr. Speers 
Grade 8A   Mr. Cooper 
Grade 8B   Ms. Crook 
 

Special Education  Mrs. Klassen 
French    Mme. Kraemer 
Librarian-Planning  Mr. Thomson 
Primary Planning  Mrs. Marson 
    Ms. C. Campbell 
    Ms. A. Ferguson 
Early Childhood Educators Mrs. Lawrence 
    Mrs. Elliott-Dobie 
Educational Assistants  Mrs. Spaling 
    Mrs. Dickieson 
    Mrs. Atin 
    Mrs. Douglas 
    Mrs. Hardie 
 

Yard Supervisors  Mrs. McLeod 
Mrs. Nacjler 

Child & Youth Counsellor Mrs. Hope 
Head Custodian   Mrs. Fox 
Caretaker   Mr. Knight 
Office Coordinator  Mrs. Peppler 
Principal   Mr. Crawford 



 

 

ARRIVAL and DEPARTURE ROUTINES 
 

Bussing for all schools in the Upper Grand District School 
Board are coordinated by the Wellington-Dufferin Student 
Transportation Service.  Bus routes and rosters are 
determined by this agency.  The school principal and staff 
are not permitted to allow variations to the transportation 
arrangements that have been established.  For this reason, 
we cannot accept notes to request any changes to bussing 
to and from the school. 
 
If there is going to be a change to your child’s arrival or 
departure routines or even a change to your child’s lunch-
time routine, we would ask that your please have a note 
sent to the office to indicate this change at the start of 
the day. 
 
Without a note from a parent/guardian, we will insist 
that a student adhere to their regular routines at these 
times, so that we can ensure the safety and well-being 
of the children. 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 
We are very fortunate for, and most appreciative of, any 
volunteerism to our school.  Our parent volunteers make a 
significant impact on the learning opportunities for our 
students.  If you have an interest in volunteering at our 
school, please stop in at the office, and we can get all of the 
necessary information for you.  Thank you! 

STAFFING and CLASSES 
 

Across our school board, the entire staffing process is not 
complete until the middle of September.  While numbers can be 
very closely predicted prior to the first day of school, we still 
must wait until students arrive to absolutely confirm our 
enrolment totals.  For this reason, it is important to 
communicate that nothing is absolute in terms of staffing or 
class organizations until after the second week of classes has 
been completed. 
 
STUDENT AGENDAS 

 
Organizational skills are the key to student learning and 
success.  Students in grade 3-8 are requested to purchase a 
Drayton Heights agenda at a cost of $6.00 each.  Student 
agendas are a great way to enable communication between the 
school and home.  As well, students are expected to use their 
agenda to record assignments and special dates.  Parents are 
strongly encouraged to check their child’s agenda on a regular 
basis to keep informed of school events and student work-
assignments. 
 
VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL 
 

To ensure the safety of our students, we ask that all visitors to 
our school sign in at the office with Mrs. Peppler.  Throughout 

the school day, all other doors to the school will be locked in 
order to better control access to our building. 
 
Should you wish to meet with your child’s teacher, we ask that 
you please arrange a mutually convenient time to do so.  If you 
are picking up your child at the end of the school day, we ask 
that you please wait for your child outside the school for the 
3:20pm dismissal bell.  This will enable us to get students to 
their proper bus and dismissal locations, with reduced 
congestion in the hallways. 
 

Thank you for your support 
 and understanding with these 

 safety routines! 

SCHOOL ROUTINE REMINDERS 
 

With the start of the year, the following are being included 
as safety reminders about some of our school routines. 
 
• Please ensure that students are not coming into the 
front entrance to the school, but are entering through their 
regular class doorway. 
 
• Our bus lane is for school buses only; please do not 
drive or park cars in this lane during the school day. 
 
• Please do not walk through the school parking lot to gain 
access to the rear of the school.  Use the walkway and 
sidewalk that pass in front of the school. 
 
• At the start and end of the school day, we ask that 
parents/guardians please wait for their child(ren) 
outside of their entry/exit doors.  Please do not enter 
the school at this time, as it becomes very busy and 
congested. 
 
• We ask that all visitors into the school first come to the 
office to sign in, no matter how short your time in the 
school will be. 
 
• Please be sure to arrange meetings with staff in 
advance.  It is not possible for staff to meet with parents 
immediately prior to class or during class time while they 
are teaching. 

Student Information Packages 
 

Within the package of information that will be coming home 
with your child(ren) the first week of school, you will find a 
student information form for each child.  For the safety and 
well-being of your child(ren), we ask that you carefully 
review the information on this form and update the 
information as required (eg. local emergency contact 
names, phone numbers, medical concerns…) and return 
this to the school as quickly as possible. 

Thank you! 

BUS STUDENTS 

Please ensure to read the attached 
Transportation Newsletter.  It provides 
important information about their 
subscription service, delays & 
cancellation information, and how to 
follow STWDSTS on Twitter! 



 

 

Sensitivities, Allergies, and Anaphylaxis 
 
Within our school community, we have some 
people with varying degrees of allergies and 
even anaphylactic reactions to some 
substances. 
 
Within our own school population we have 
known sensitivities to perfume and cologne, 
allergies to various food items, and anaphylactic 
allergies to peanuts, tree nuts, and bee-stings. 
 
Education about prevention and response for 
these allergy situations is crucial both in the 
home and in the school setting, as are routines 
to prevent exposure of individuals who may be 
affected by these substances.  Education about 
this concern is the first line of planning in order 
to ensure the safety and well-being of all 
involved. 
 
As part of our school routines, proper washing 
before and after meals is critical learning for our 
youngsters, as well as reminding students that  
they are not to share meals or snacks with one 
another.  We ask that students only eat food that 
has been provided/arranged by their parents. 
 
As well, in the interests of the safety of all our 
staff, students, and community partners, we ask 
that no products containing nuts of any kind are 
brought onto the school property.  This is 
extremely important as such products can 
endanger the lives of some of our students, as a 
result of anaphylactic reactions.  I am also 
requesting that parents not bring in “food treats” 
for whole class sharing, as this sometimes 
creates an unintentional risk for people within 
our school setting. 
 
We appreciate your understanding and support 
in ensuring that everyone has a safe and 
healthy environment at school. 

The Balanced Day -  

What is that exactly? 
 

This year at Drayton Heights we have 
changed our daily schedule a bit to 
maximize the instructional time during the 
school day. There will be three sets of two 
50 minute periods of instruction during the 
day. This is set up to cut down on disruption 
and allow for more substantial time blocks of 
learning. School start and end times remain 
the same, however, it does change the 
morning recess and lunch recess times just 
a bit.  We are changing the names of these 
times to “Nutrition Breaks” and there will be 
two during the day that consist of a 20 
minute eating time indoors and a 25 minute 
outdoor recess time.  
 

There is lots of research to support the idea 
that when children eat healthy foods a few 
times throughout the balance of the school 
day they are able to focus better and 
maintain their emotions which support their 
ability to learn.  
 

We are encouraging families to pack enough 
food for their children to eat what they need 
to feel full and content during both of these 
breaks. Please have a conversation with 
your child(ren) about the foods that are 
included in their lunchboxes and how they 
need to be spread out over the two breaks.  
 

For additional information about preparing 
food for school, please check out this 
website; 
 

http://www.eatrightontario.ca/en/Articles/School-
Health/Articles/Food-for-a-Balanced-School-

Day.aspx#.VejrO9PBw68 

http://www.eatrightontario.ca/en/Articles/School-Health/Articles/Food-for-a-Balanced-School-Day.aspx#.VejrO9PBw68
http://www.eatrightontario.ca/en/Articles/School-Health/Articles/Food-for-a-Balanced-School-Day.aspx#.VejrO9PBw68
http://www.eatrightontario.ca/en/Articles/School-Health/Articles/Food-for-a-Balanced-School-Day.aspx#.VejrO9PBw68


 

 

 
 
 



 

 

  



 

 



 

New Physical Education and Health Curriculum 
 
In September the new Health and Physical Education curriculum will be fully implemented in 
Ontario schools.  For elementary schools, the new curriculum has existed for several years, 
but will now include an updated portion of its ‘Healthy Living’ component to include Human 
Development and Sexual Health.  The document as a whole aims to educate children to 
understand themselves and others, think critically to make healthy choices, develop and 
maintain healthy relationships, be safe physically and emotionally, and to be physically active 
for life.  The curriculum is available on the Ministry of Education’s website. 
 
The Human Development and Sexual Health component of the curriculum had not been 
updated since 1998.  Since then much has changed and kids need to know more to keep 
themselves healthy and safe.  This education starts with children learning about themselves, 
their feelings, their bodies and about showing respect for themselves and others in a reliable 
and accurate way.  This learning is most effective when parents and schools work together.  
Parents help their children form values about relationships and their behaviours. Teachers will 
endeavour to communicate upcoming topics from the Human Development and Sexual Health 
units to families.  Open and honest conversations at home about body parts, their functions, 
physical changes, healthy relationships and effective living habits help children connect 
learning and lets them know they have someone to talk to about questions they might have.  
Questions about topics can always be directed to the teacher or school principal.    
 
As mentioned above, Human Development and Sexual Health is one sub-component of the 
curriculum.  The document also focuses on skills related to Active Living, which involves 
physical fitness, safety and active participation; Movement, which teaches specific movement 
and physical activity skills and tactics; and Healthy Living, which focuses on understanding 
health concepts, making healthy choices and making connections to healthy living.  
 
There are plenty of ways you can support your children’s learning from the Health and 
Physical Education curriculum.  Consider what you and your child can do together that is fun 
and healthy. Enjoying physical activity or making meals together is a great start.  Ask your 
child and their teacher about what is being taught and have discussions where you provide 
factual, straightforward answers to your child`s questions.  Finally, learn how to be safe online 
and use that information to guide your child’s use of any device that connects to the internet.  
There are plenty of resources available for parents to support the learning from the HPE 
curriculum.  The best place to start is the Ministry of Education’s website: 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/health.html  
or at https://www.ontario.ca/page/sex-education-ontario. 
 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/health.html
https://www.ontario.ca/page/sex-education-ontario


 

 



 



 

                                                                 September 2015 

 
    

 International Walk to School month (IWALK) is an annual global event taking place each October. 

It celebrates active transportation and its benefits such as:  increasing physical activity, decreasing 

traffic congestion, improving safety, developing a sense of community, promoting social interaction, 

and preserving the environment. 

 

International Walk to School Day October 7
th 

 

IWALK week is October 5-9, or 

Walk/wheel to school all month! 

 

                                                                                                                                           

 

It is important to keep your child’s immunization records up-to-date with Public Health.  Students 

who do not have up-to-date immunization records, may be suspended from school. Please report your 

child’s immunizations to Public Health by calling 1-800-265-7293 ext.4396. 

 

 
 



 

 



 

The Balanced Day -  

What is that exactly? 

 

 
This year at Drayton Heights we have changed our daily  
schedule a bit to maximize the instructional time during 
the school day. There will be three sets of two 50 minute 
periods of instruction during the day. This is set up to cut 
down on disruption and allow for more substantial time 
blocks of learning. School start and end times remain the 
same, however, it does change the morning recess and 
lunch recess times just a bit.  We are changing the 
names of these times to “Nutrition Breaks” and there will 
be two during the day that consist of a 20 minute eating 
time indoors and a 25 minute outdoor recess time.  
 
There is lots of research to support the idea that when 
children eat healthy foods a few times throughout the 
balance of the school day they are able to focus better 
and maintain their emotions which support their ability to 
learn.  
 
We are encouraging families to pack enough food for 
their children to eat what they need to feel full and 
content during both of these breaks. Please have a 
conversation with your child(ren) about the foods that 
are included in their lunchboxes and how they need to 
be spread out over the two breaks.  
 
For additional information about preparing food for 
school, please check out this website; 
 
http://www.eatrightontario.ca/en/Articles/School-
Health/Articles/Food-for-a-Balanced-School-
Day.aspx#.VejrO9PBw68

http://www.eatrightontario.ca/en/Articles/School-Health/Articles/Food-for-a-Balanced-School-Day.aspx#.VejrO9PBw68
http://www.eatrightontario.ca/en/Articles/School-Health/Articles/Food-for-a-Balanced-School-Day.aspx#.VejrO9PBw68
http://www.eatrightontario.ca/en/Articles/School-Health/Articles/Food-for-a-Balanced-School-Day.aspx#.VejrO9PBw68


 



 



 

 

 


