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September 2016 Newsletter 

Principal’s Message 
  

Welcome back to another school year.  I am 
extremely excited to be part of the Drayton 
Heights school community.  I feel fortunate to 
be part of a caring and supportive school and 
community.  My teaching experiences were in 
Harriston, Salem and Australia.  I was Vice-
Principal at Willow Rd and Mitchell Woods and 
Principal at Mitchell Woods.  I am committed to 
ensuring your children are safe and in an 
engaging learning environment.  I believe 
communication is crucial in establishing and 
maintaining positive working relationships.  
Please do not hesitate to phone me or make 
an appointment to solve any concerns.   Thank 
you for the opportunity to be part of your 
community. 

 
Mike McNamara,  

Principal 

Daily School Schedule 
 

Entry Bell 8:45 

Period 1 8:50 - 9:40 

Period 2 9:40 - 10:30 

Nutrition Break #1 10:30 - 11:15 

Period 3 11:15 - 12:05 

Period 4 12:05 - 12:55 

Nutrition Break #2 12:55 - 1:40 

Period 5 1:40 - 2:30 

Period 6 2:30 - 3:20 

Dismissal Bell 3:20 
 

Staff List 2016-2017 

Kindergarten A   Mrs. Taylor 
Kindergarten B   Mrs. Goetz 
Kindergargen C   Mrs. Campbell 
Grade 1B   Mrs. Straus 
Grade 1/2A   Mrs. Somerville 
Grade 2C   Mrs. Douglas 
Grade 2/3B   Mrs. Parker 
Grade 3/4A   Mrs. Noble 
Grade 4/5B    Mrs. Phillips 
Grade 5A   Ms.  Cramer 
Grade 6A   Mrs. Ohm 
Grade 7A   Mr.   Speers 
Grade 7B   Mrs. FitzGibbon 
Grade 8A   Mrs. Kraemer 
Grade 8B   Ms.  Crook 
 

Special Education/Resource Mrs. Klassen 
Resource/Planning  Mr. Norman 
French    Mrs. Clemmer 
Librarian/Planning  Mrs. Walls  
Primary Planning  Mr.  Mr. Lobb 
Intermediate Planning  Mr. Cooper  
Early Childhood Educators Mrs. Lawrence 
    Mrs. Elliott-Dobie 
ESL – EA   Mrs. Stephenson 
Educational Assistants  Mrs. Dickieson 
    Mrs. Atin 
    Mrs. Douglas 
    Mrs. Hardie 
Yard Supervisors  Mrs. McLeod 

Mrs. Nacjler 
Mrs. Flewwelling  

Child & Youth Counsellor Mrs. Hope 
Head Custodian   Mrs. Fox 
Caretaker   Mr. Johnson 
Office Coordinator  Mrs. Turton 
Principal   Mr. McNamara 



 

 

ARRIVAL and DEPARTURE ROUTINES 
 

Bussing for all schools in the Upper Grand District School 
Board are coordinated by the Wellington-Dufferin Student 
Transportation Service.  Bus routes and rosters are 
determined by this agency.  The school principal and staff 
are not permitted to allow variations to the transportation 
arrangements that have been established.  For this reason, 
we cannot accept notes to request any changes to bussing 
to and from the school. 
 
If there is going to be a change to your child’s arrival or 
departure routines or even a change to your child’s lunch-
time routine, we would ask that your please have a note 
sent to the office to indicate this change at the start of 
the day. 
 
Without a note from a parent/guardian, we will insist 
that a student adhere to their regular routines at these 
times, so that we can ensure the safety and well-being 
of the children. 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 
We are very fortunate for, and most appreciative of, any 
volunteerism to our school.  Our parent volunteers make a 
significant impact on the learning opportunities for our 
students.  If you have an interest in volunteering at our 
school, please stop in at the office, and we can get all of the 
necessary information for you.  Thank you! 

STAFFING and CLASSES 
 

Across our school board, the entire staffing process is not 
complete until the middle of September.  While numbers can be 
very closely predicted prior to the first day of school, we still 
must wait until students arrive to absolutely confirm our 
enrolment totals.  For this reason, it is important to 
communicate that nothing is absolute in terms of staffing or 
class organizations until after the second week of classes has 
been completed. 
 
STUDENT AGENDAS 

 
Organizational skills are the key to student learning and 
success.  Students in grade 3-8 are requested to purchase a 
Drayton Heights agenda at a cost of $6.00 each.  Student 
agendas are a great way to enable communication between the 
school and home.  As well, students are expected to use their 
agenda to record assignments and special dates.  Parents are 
strongly encouraged to check their child’s agenda on a regular 
basis to keep informed of school events and student work-
assignments. Payments can be made on Schoolcash.net 
 
VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL 
 

To ensure the safety of our students, we ask that all visitors to 
our school sign in at the office with Mrs.Turton.  Throughout 

the school day, all other doors to the school will be locked in 
order to better control access to our building. 
 
Should you wish to meet with your child’s teacher, we ask that 
you please arrange a mutually convenient time to do so.  If you 
are picking up your child at the end of the school day, we ask 
that you please wait for your child outside the school for the 
3:20pm dismissal bell.  This will enable us to get students to 
their proper bus and dismissal locations, with reduced 
congestion in the hallways. 
 

Thank you for your support 
 and understanding with these 

 safety routines! 

School Organizations 

 
Schools have built class lists based on their tentative organizations.  

Changes may be necessary in order that our Board remains 

compliant with Ministry parameters. (see bleow).  Any changes 

would be implemented by Monday, September 19th.  Principals do 

not have the option of changing the school organization that is set 

by the District Staffing Committee of the Board.  If changes affect 

your child(ren), you will be informed by the school. 

 

 

Ministry of Education Parameters 

 

• Full Day Kindergarten Class Size Average for 
the Board is 26 students 

• 90% of the Board’s primary classes with 20 or 
fewer students 

• 10% of the Board’s primary classes up to a 
maximum of 23 students 

• Grade 3/4 classes have a cap of 23 students 
• Junior/Intermediate Class Size Average for the 

Board is 
•  25.2 students to 1 teacher 

Student Information Packages 
 

Within the package of information that will be coming home 
with your child(ren) the first week of school, you will find a 
student information form for each child.  For the safety and 
well-being of your child(ren), we ask that you carefully 
review the information on this form and update the 
information as required (eg. local emergency contact 
names, phone numbers, medical concerns…) and return 
this to the school as quickly as possible. 

Thank you! 

BUS STUDENTS 

Please ensure to read the attached 
Transportation Newsletter.  It provides 
important information about their 
subscription service, delays & 
cancellation information, and how to 
follow STWDSTS on Twitter! 



 

 

Sensitivities, Allergies, and Anaphylaxis 
 
Within our school community, we have some 
people with varying degrees of allergies and 
even anaphylactic reactions to some 
substances. 
 
Within our own school population we have 
known sensitivities to perfume and cologne, 
allergies to various food items, and anaphylactic 
allergies to peanuts, tree nuts, and bee-stings. 
 
Education about prevention and response for 
these allergy situations is crucial both in the 
home and in the school setting, as are routines 
to prevent exposure of individuals who may be 
affected by these substances.  Education about 
this concern is the first line of planning in order 
to ensure the safety and well-being of all 
involved. 
 
As part of our school routines, proper washing 
before and after meals is critical learning for our 
youngsters, as well as reminding students that  
they are not to share meals or snacks with one 
another.  We ask that students only eat food that 
has been provided/arranged by their parents. 
 
As well, in the interests of the safety of all our 
staff, students, and community partners, we ask 
that no products containing nuts of any kind are 
brought onto the school property.  This is 
extremely important as such products can 
endanger the lives of some of our students, as a 
result of anaphylactic reactions.  I am also 
requesting that parents not bring in “food treats” 
for whole class sharing, as this sometimes 
creates an unintentional risk for people within 
our school setting. 
 
We appreciate your understanding and support 
in ensuring that everyone has a safe and 
healthy environment at school. 

SCHOOL ROUTINE REMINDERS 
 

With the start of the year, the following are being 
included as safety reminders about some of our school 
routines. 
 
• Please ensure that students are not coming into the 
front entrance to the school, but are entering through 
their regular class doorway. 
 
• Our bus lane is for school buses only; please do not 
drive or park cars in this lane during the school day. 
 
• Please do not walk through the school parking lot to 
gain access to the rear of the school.  Use the walkway 
and sidewalk that pass in front of the school. 
 
• At the start and end of the school day, we ask that 
parents/guardians please wait for their child(ren) 
outside of their entry/exit doors.  Please do not enter 
the school at this time, as it becomes very busy and 
congested. 
 
• We ask that all visitors into the school first come to the 
office to sign in, no matter how short your time in the 
school will be. 
 
• Please be sure to arrange meetings with staff in 
advance.  It is not possible for staff to meet with parents 
immediately prior to class or during class time while they 
are teaching. 
 
• Our creative playground opens 1

st
 nutrition break. Bus 

students may not go on it after school, it is not 
supervised. 

Dates to Note 
 

Sept. 16   - All forms due back to school 
Sept. 21 - Open House/BBQ – 5:00–7:00 pm 
Sept. 23 - Inter. Plowing Match Gr 2 – 8 
Sept. 28 - Immunization for Grades 7 & 8 
Sept. 29  - Terry Fox walk 

 
School Cash online 
 
For safety and efficiency reasons, the Upper Grand District 
School Board would like to reduce the amount of Cash and 
Cheques coming into schools.  You can join the thousands 
of parents who have already registered and are enjoying 
the convenience of paying ONLINE at 
ugdsb.schoolcashonline.com and select “Get Started 
Today” 
 



 

 

Dear Parents and Families,                                                          
  

The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to our school! What better way to promote reading to 
our students than by supporting this important literary event. 
  

We invite your entire family to participate by purchasing the latest and greatest in 
children’s books. Your support of this event is a key part in helping us obtain new books 
and resources for our learning commons. 
  

You’ll find hundreds of quality books at our Book Fair with a wide assortment for all 
reading levels. Visit the Scholastic Book Fairs website at www.scholastic.ca/bookfairs to 
get more detailed information about some of these books. You can also watch book 
trailers and author videos with your child on the BookTube page. 
  

Don’t forget to mark the Book Fair dates on your calendar! We look forward to seeing you 
during our Scholastic Book Fair and thank you, in advance, for supporting this great 
literary event. Thank you for believing in books and the impact of reading on your child’s 
future. 
 Book Fair Dates: September 16 to September 21 

 Times: first recesses (10:45 – 11:15am) as well as during the Open House evening 

 Location: learning commons room (room 118) 

 We accept cash, cheques (made payable to our school), Visa, MasterCard and American Express. 

 

 
 

https://webmail.ugdsb.on.ca/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=KBLOuD2fRhzENAS53lFZOVqcG4Rva4f7fwbnCB2zplROspa8CtvTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBzAGMAaABvAGwAYQBzAHQAaQBjAC4AYwBhAC8AYgBvAG8AawBmAGEAaQByAHMA&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.scholastic.ca%2fbookfairs


 

 

 



 



 

 



 





 

                                                                  

 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 


