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Hello and welcome back to school!   

First and foremost, I would like to extend a heartfelt 

welcome to our new families who are joining EPS 

this year!  Welcome to all our new students and 

welcome to our new staff members:  Ms. Holden, 

Ms. Turk, Ms. Brill and Ms. Kellman.   

It has been an eventful summer at EPS.  We have 

had a lot of construction going on, as you may have 

seen.  There have been repairs and maintenance 

done in the school, but also some renovations.  The 

Intermediate hall has been updated with a set of 

brand new lockers, our Kindergarten rooms have 

been spruced up with a new floor, which is 

cushioned and wipeable (very important in 

Kindergarten!), our staff room has a brand-new 

floor, our stage has had its flooring refinished, but 

our Library?  Wait till you see it! 

Our custodial staff have been working around the 

clock to get the school ready for students and staff 

and the school is gleaming and shiny!  If you see any of our custodial staff, please mention 

how wonderful the school looks; I’m sure they will appreciate it.  There are lots of events 

already planned for the new school year, stay tuned.  Happy New School Year! 

 

 
 

September 5:  First Day of School 

September 18-21:  Book Fair 

September 19:  Open House BBQ 

5:30-7 pm 

September 22:  School Picture 

Day 

September 25:  Parent Council 

meets @7pm 

Communication: 
 
Please take the time to visit our school website and subscribe to e-mail notifications from 

the school.  Likewise, if you no longer wish to receive e-mails from us, please be sure to 

Unsubscribe.  Even if you have already subscribed, please visit the website to 

update your settings.  The reason we ask you to do this is because the legislation 

around e-mails has changed.  Therefore, you will only receive e-mail notification from 

EPS if you have given your explicit consent to do so. If you do not wish to get e-mails, 

you can still tune in via the school website.  Most of the information e-mailed is also 

posted on our website.  Our Newsletters are all issued electronically in an effort to save 

trees and paper costs.  If you wish to receive your newsletters in paper form, please 

contact Mrs. Harrison.  Another way you can stay informed is to follow us on Twitter.  

Also, we will be sending information about an app you can sign up for to receive 

notifications and a direct link every time the website is updated.  You should also be 

http://www.ugdsb.ca/erinps/
mailto:marina.harrison@ugdsb.on.ca


Ms. Harrison 

 
First Day Routines 

This year’s routine is the same as every other year, no changes.  
Students arrive at the back of the school.  Kindergarten students 
should be brought to the Kindergarten entry door at the back of the 
school.  Kindergarten students who arrive by bus will be greeted by 
one of the teachers and taken around to the appropriate door.  At the 
bell, 8:45, the students whose classrooms are in Rainbow Hall (gr. 1-
6) will be greeted by their teacher to enter through the Rainbow Hall 
Door (no parents at this time please). 
Intermediate students will enter through the double door at the back of 
the school (by the transformer).  Kindergarten, Primary and Junior 

students will be taken to their respective classroom by their teacher. Intermediate students are 
asked to proceed to the Cafeteria, where they will find out who their teacher is and then move 
to their classroom. 
 
On the first day of school, you child will bring home a student agenda or 
communication book and a Student Verification Sheet. Please return the 
verification sheet ASAP. It contains an update to critical information should 
we need to contact you in case of an emergency. 
More information home – Between Tuesday, September 5th and Friday, September 9th, a large 
quantity of additional information will go home with your child. This will include a general 
walking trip permission form and a release of information form, allergy notifications and much 
more.  During the 2nd week, an outline of our nutritional break routine for Grade 7 or 8 students 
who wish to leave school property with parental permission will also go home. Other 
information may be added to this ‘pile’. Please review all information and return any necessary 
forms to the school ASAP.  We hope that by sending information over the course of the week 
we would help you in better managing the onslaught of paper that can arrive during the first 
week.  Of course, other, classroom-specific information will be coming home as well. 
 

Bussing 
Please check the transportation website at http://stwdsts.ca for up-to-date 
information about bus routes for the school year.  This is where you can also 
find bus cancellations and other news. 
If your child is a bus student, there will be a letter coming home about 

appropriate bus behaviour and expectations. 
 

Safe Arrival 
As most of you are aware, we have a Safe Arrival Procedure at our school.  If your child is 
going to be late or absent for whatever reason, please call the school and advise the office by 
leaving a message on our answering machine, which can be reached at all times, 519-833-
9685 ext. 100.  Please note that you must call every day the child is not at school, unless, of 

http://stwdsts.ca/


course, you notify us that your child will be away for a specific amount of time.  Thank you very 
much for helping us to ensure our students are safe while travelling to and from school. 
 

Safe Departure  
Please send authorization in writing if someone other than the legal guardian is 
going to pick your child up from school. The authorized adult may also be asked 
for photo identification. If it is necessary for a child to leave early, or to leave for 
a period during the day for an appointment, a note must be sent to the teacher. 
For the safety of your child, we request that you come into the school to sign 
him/her out at the office. We cannot send students out to waiting cars.  

 

School Security 
 
When dropping children off in the morning, please drop them by their 
designated door and not inside the hall.  This is a very busy time of day in the 
school when teachers are working hard to establish routines and independence with the 
students.  When picking up children during school hours, please come to the office and we will 
call the students down to meet you.  All parents and visitors entering the school must do so 
through the front doors and sign in. For safety reasons, it is important that we know who is in 
the school at all times.  During regular dismissal hours please pick up 
children at their designated door at, not from inside the building.  Supervision 
on the school yard before school starts at 8:25 and after school until 3:40. We 
are grateful in advance for your support. 

Late Arrivals 

Students who are late must register at the office to get a late slip and proceed to class.  Please 
note: our Opening Exercises and announcements are held at 10:20. Therefore, at 8:45 
teachers launch the instructional day and students who are late miss the instructions for the 
day and disrupt the class.  We ask that everyone make a reasonable effort to be at school on 
time.  If students need to leave the school in the middle of the day, please send a note to the 
Office.  Please do not make arrangements with your child via cell phone for pick-up during the 
school day.  Students are not permitted to use their phones during school.  The Office needs to 
have this information so that we may keep everyone safe and sound.  
Students are welcome to use the Office phone should they need to leave 
early. Thank you. 

Parent Council 

Please consider joining our Parent Council.  Although typically Parent Council is associated 
with fundraising, at EPS we strive to involve our parents in many other ways and frequently 
seek the input of our Council in the decision-making process. You can attend as many 
meetings as you like and you can get involved in as many or as few initiatives as you like.  
Many hands make light work, as the saying goes.  Most importantly, studies show that schools 



with active parent involvement perform better and give the children a greater sense of 
community and belonging.  We meet every last Monday of the month in the school Library at 7 
pm, usually for 90 minutes or less. The first meeting of the year is Monday, September 25 at 7 
pm.  The annual elections will take place at this time. It’s a great way to get involved and make 
a difference. Welcome! 

Open House BBQ 

The annual Open House Is on Tuesday, September 19th, 5:30-7 p.m.  Food order forms will be 
coming shortly. We will start the evening outside with food, drinks and mingling to be followed 
up with school open house. The Primary and Junior students can visit their own classroom and 
the Intermediate students and parents are invited into the big gym for a presentation of what to 
expect in grades 7 and 8 by our Intermediate staff.   

Breakfast Club 
We are extremely fortunate to be able to offer a Breakfast Club program at our school.  It is 
made possible by a variety of grants and by our tireless parent volunteers and Ms. Lebon.  
Breakfast Club is open daily at 8:30.  Children do not need to sign up, come as often as you 
like for some breakfast or just to start your day on a calm positive note.  Breakfast Club is so 

much more than just about food!  A tremendous Thank You  to all our volunteers who make 
the school a warm place. 
 

Life-Threatening Allergies  

 
We have children in our school with potential life-threatening allergies to 
various foods and other materials, called anaphylaxis. This is a medical 
condition that causes a severe reaction to food or other materials, and can 
cause death within minutes. In recent years, anaphylaxis has increased 
dramatically among students. Our school has procedures in place for the 

prevention and management of anaphylactic reactions. If your child has health concerns of any 
kind, please tell your child’s teacher or the office and we will take the 
necessary health protection steps.  If there are specific life-threatening 
allergies in your child’s classroom you will receive a letter specifically 
informing you of this. Thank you for your understanding in ensuring an 
allergy-safe environment for all of our students. 

 
Asthma Friendly School Policy 
Asthma is a very common chronic lung disease that can make it hard to breathe. The Upper 
Grand District School Board has a policy to provide support for students with Asthma. If your 
child has asthma, the policy requires an Asthma Management Plan (AMP) to be completed by 
parents, a child’s doctor and the principal of the school. A copy of this plan is available on the 
Board’s website under Policy 516. Parents are requested to complete the AMP and return it to 
the school as soon as possible at the beginning of the school year. 



 
School Supplies for September  

We would ask that you send your child to school with the following 
items. Other school supplies will be provided by the school. Please 
ensure that all items are labelled with your child’s name. Thank you 
very much for your support.  
 
All Students: 

❏ A pair of shoes for inside the school  

❏ A lunch bag      ❏$7 for agendas (not kindies)    ❏ Gym 

clothes (shorts and 
 T-shirt) 
 
Kindergarten:  
There are no required school supplies for Kindergarten students. Please do bring at least one 
set of dry clothing, including socks, undies and mittens, in a labelled Ziplock bag in case of 
accidents. 
 
Primary (grades 1-3)  

❏ pencils ❏ erasers ❏ pencil case ❏ 2-3 glue sticks ❏ markers ❏ pencil crayons ❏scissors 

❏extra socks, mittens 

 
Junior (grades 4-6)  

❏ pencils ❏ erasers ❏ pencil case ❏ 2-3 glue sticks ❏ markers ❏ pencil crayons ❏ loose 

leaf paper (lined & graph) ❏ binder &/or duo tangs ❏ pens ❏ simple calculators 

 
Intermediate (grade 7-8) 

❏ pencils, pens ❏ erasers ❏ pencil case ❏ 2-3 glue sticks ❏ markers ❏ pencil crayons ❏ 

loose leaf paper (lined & graph) ❏ binder &/or duo tangs ❏ pens ❏ scientific calculator 

❏geometry set ❏2 dudley locks 

 
 
 

Bullying Prevention Plan  
We work very hard at EPS to eliminate bullying. Before reading about 
what steps we’re taking at school, please consider the difference 
between conflict and bullying.  

 “Bullying” means aggressive and typically repeated behavior by a 
student where,  

1. The behavior is intended by the student to have the effect of, 



or the student ought to know that the behavior would be likely to have the effect of: 
 causing harm, fear or distress to another individual, including physical, psychological, 

social or academic harm, harm to the individual’s reputation or harm to the individual’s 
property, or 

 creating a negative environment at a school for another individual, and 
2. The behavior occurs in a context where there is a real or perceived power imbalance 

between the student and the individual based on factors such as size, strength, age, 
intelligence, peer group power, economic status, social status, religion, ethnic origin, 
sexual orientation, family circumstances, gender, gender identity, gender expression, 
race, disability or special education needs. 

Bullying takes different forms of contexts with age.  It can be physical, verbal, social/emotional 
or through electronic means (cyber-bullying).  Bystanders contribute to bullying by doing 
nothing to prevent it or become actively involved in supporting it. 

At EPS, we are helping our students to develop conflict resolution skills that we hope will 
prevent bullying. This year, we are going to try out some explicit social skills instruction as well 
as a monthly focus on social and learning skills. Classes will focus on developing strategies for 
peacefully and respectfully solving problems. A detailed Anti-bullying Plan will be updated and 
posted to our website by the end of September. This plan is created by our Safe Schools 
Committee which consists of school staff, a community member, and parents. The committee 
uses data from the Climate Survey that all students and some families took in the spring. We 
will let you know when it has been prepared for the year and you will be invited to access it 
from our website so you will know how we plan to continue to reduce the amount of bullying at 
school. 
 

First Nation, Metis, Inuit Self-
identification  
If your child is a member of a First Nation, the Métis or the Inuit, then 

please consider having him or her self-identify. Self-identification helps in 
several ways:  

1. Students will have access to more culturally relevant 
programming and opportunities for unique cultural and academic 
experiences  
2. The school system will have an opportunity to focus efforts and resources, as well as 
an increased awareness of the diverse needs of indigenous families.  
3. The school community will have an opportunity for building relationships to increase 
student success and well being. Share your pride in your heritage! Please have come to 
the office (or have your child do so) to get a card that can be filled in and submitted if 
you wish to self-identify. Data will be protected and governed by the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act. 
 

Smoke-Free Environment  
The Upper Grand DSB provides a smoke-free environment for its students, 
staff and others while on school Board property, in accordance with the 



Smoke-Free Ontario Act. This policy refers to all forms of tobacco, and any processed form of 
tobacco that may be smoked, inhaled or chewed, including e-cigarettes. Smudging is the 
tradition of using sacred smoke from sacred medicines (e.g., tobacco and sage) that forms part 
of the indigenous culture and spirituality. Smudging is allowed in schools under the Smoke-
Free Ontario Act. Parents will be informed using the school’s usual forms of communication if 
and when smudging is going to occur in our school. Participation by staff and students is 
optional in a smudging ceremony. 

School Organization  
Schools have built class lists based on their tentative organizations. Changes may be 
necessary at your child(ren)’s school and/or class in order that our Board remain compliant 
with Ministry parameters (see below). Any changes would be implemented by Monday, 
September 18th. Principals do not have the option of changing the school organization that is 
set by the District Staffing Committee of the Board. If changes affect your child(ren), you will be 
informed by the school.  
 
Ministry of Education Parameters: 

▪ Full Day Kindergarten Class Size Average for the Board is 26 students  
▪ 90% of the Board’s primary classes with 20 or fewer students  
▪ 10% of the Board’s primary classes up to a maximum of 23 students  
▪ Grade 3/4 classes have a cap of 23 students  
▪ Junior/Intermediate Class Size Average for the Board is 24.85 students to 1 teacher 

 
 

Cell Phone Use 
At UGDSB, students are permitted to bring their own devices for educational purposes.  We 
encourage all families to make a decision as to the safety of the valuables which are brought to 
school; these are the students’ responsibility.  Erin Public School is very fortunate to have a lot 
of technology available to students.  Therefore, students are asked to use their own devices 
very infrequently.  If students wish to bring their own cell phones to school, they may do so 
with parents’ permission.  The cell phones are to be kept in the lockers only until dismissal 
time. If students need to leave the school in the middle of the day, please send a note to the 
Office.  Please do not make arrangements with your child via cell phone for pick-up during the 
school day.  Students are not permitted to use their phones during school.  The Office needs to 
have this information so that we may keep everyone safe and sound.  Students are welcome 
to use the Office phone should they need to leave early. 
 

Have you moved? 
Please take a moment to drop by the School Office and let our Office 
co-ordinator, Mrs. Klooster, know if your address or phone number 
have changed or if you need to update any other important information. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 


	“Bullying” means aggressive and typically repeated behavior by a student where,

