
Dear Parents/Guardians,

Welcome/Welcome back to École Fred A. Hamilton for our 2017/18 school year.  I am 
back in the library and thrilled to be here.  Below you will find some information about 
how things work in the library.  Please feel free to drop by yourself - we have 
some parent resources you can check out!

Checking out books:

Every week, your child will visit the library for at least one period.  During this time, 
they may choose either one English book and one French book or two French 
books.  Your child cannot check out more books until these ones are returned.  I 
will make an effort to let you know if your child has books out for an extended period by 
sending a paper note home.  If you there is some confusion about a book, please feel 
free to contact me about it at:  nathan.adams@ugdsb.on.ca.  Books do often go missing 
in elementary school!  

Our grade 1 - 6 classes are all set up and are bringing books home already!  Our 
kindergarten classes will have to wait a few weeks as the computer system takes time 
to generate the library cards for our new JK friends (sorry!).  

Our Makerspace:

Our library includes a 
space to tinker, create, 
program and play.  This 
area includes materials to 
make stop-motion video, a 
green screen, google 
tablets, various robots and 
programming kits as well as 
lots of cardboard, lego, 
K’nex and other engineering toys.  All the children will have access to this space during 
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their lessons times.  As well, I have a few recesses put aside for the grade 2 - 6 
students to try out all the “cool stuff”.  

I will be running a “cardboard creations” project group for the next few months 
(grades 4-6), in which will be using our MAKEDO cardboard bolts to build some 
pretty amazing stuff.  In particular, some students have shown interest in building 
a cardboard suit of armour!

We have some great things to play with but we always need more - no matter how 
gentle we are, things break - 

We are currently in need of: 

- Metal snaps for clothes
- clean cardboard boxes
- cereal boxes
- coffee tins with lids
- felt
- fabric scraps
- old technology to take apart (laptops, desktops, CD players)  
- board games
- needles and thread 

If you have anything spare that we could use we would be DELIGHTED to have it!

Wellness recesses:

As a response to some student requests I will be hosting quiet reflection/reading time in 
the library during recess three times a week.  Occasionally we will have a mediation or 
some yoga as a part of the program. 

Volunteers:

Keeping our library clean, fresh and inviting takes some effort.  If you have some time 
and would be willing to shelve books, organize materials, play with new technology, etc.  
I would love to hear from you.  I can be reached @ nathan.adams@ugdsb.on.ca.

Library Ninjas!:

I have selected a small group of students to be trained on how to take care of the 
library, the tablets/chromebooks and A/V equipment.  We are calling them “Library 
Ninjas!” .  If you hear about them don’t be alarmed - we have no actual ninjas in the 
school, just helpful students keeping the system running smoothly! 

Thanks - and see you soon!   M. Adams
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