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James Farley was an honours student who actively participated in many extra-curricular 

activities. He captained the football team and was awarded the Durrant Cane, the most 

prestigious award given to a male graduate.  

He studied at the University of Toronto and at The University of Western Ontario, graduating 

with honours as an economics major and winning a coveted Rhodes Scholarship to the famed 

Oxford University in England. There he earned a Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts in 

Jurisprudence.  

Following a successful law career in Toronto, he was appointed a Justice of the Ontario Superior 

Court of Justice for the Toronto region and he continues to preside over cases. Though a 

commercial law specialist, The Honourable Justice James Farley also takes criminal cases, sits in 

Divisional Court and as an ad hoc judge in the Court of Appeal. In addition, as an internationally 

recognized authority on commercial law and insolvency, he fulfills many important lecture 

engagements and advisory roles around the world each year.  

He enjoys leisure activities, including golf and spending time with his own family. He feels that 

he became a judge so he would be able to give something back to the communities which gave 

so much to him. He has accomplished many of his ambitions, but still has many left for the 

future.  
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