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The Upper Grand District School Board is situated on the ancestral, 
treaty and title lands of two Anishinaabek Ojibwe Nations: the Michi 
Saagig of the Credit and the Saugeen Ojibway Nation. This land also 
includes a specified tract of land granted to the Six Nations of the Grand 
River. These Nations hold legal and specific rights in their respective 
territories. This area has been and continues to be home for Indigenous 
Peoples and non-Indigenous peoples.

Land Acknowledgement

 



PRESENTATION FOCUS

❖ To understand post-secondary options

❖ To become familiar with research tools 

❖ To understand the application process 

❖ To alleviate some stress!



PREPARING FOR LIFE AFTER 
HIGH SCHOOL

DETERMINE YOUR OPTIONS FOR NEXT YEAR
✓ 5th Year
✓ Workplace
✓ Trade and Apprenticeship
✓ College
✓ University



❖ Give yourself the choice to stay: meet graduation 
requirements, including 40 hours of Community Service 
and 30 credits 

❖ Colleges and Universities do not treat grade 12 or 5th year 
students differently

❖ Gain work experience, test out a career interest, or 
connect with a potential full-time employer through co-op

❖ Meet with a guidance counsellor to plan your 5th year 
appropriately (34 credit limit)

❖ Consider the excellent programs offered through UGDSB 
Continuing Education

   5TH YEAR?

https://www.ugdsb.ca/continuing-education/adult-learning/


WORKPLACE

WHAT KIND OF JOB ARE YOU LOOKING FOR?

❖ Exit planning with a guidance counsellor 
❖ Check with your current employer or co-op 

supervisor for full time hours and other opportunities
❖ Community supports

✓ Lutherwood Employment Centre
✓ Second Chance Employment

❖ Workshops
✓ GCVI Tech and Co-op opportunities
✓ CEC- Your Future Your Choice on Nov 15, 2023
✓ Youth Employment Opportunity Fair 



❖ Find a company willing to employ you. Ways to do this: 
◆ complete a co-op with an employer who is in a position to  

hire you or sign you to an apprenticeship
◆ work part-time in the trade you want
◆ ask personal connections to refer you: family friends, 

co-workers, neighbours, & your tech teachers
❖ Speak with Mr. Crabbe and participate in SHSM at GCVI
❖ Speak with Ms. Nicholson in Co-op about trades opportunities.
❖ Learn more about UGDSB OYAP. Join the Apprenticeship 101 

Classroom (class code: ommcojf)
❖ Apply to Summer Skilled Trades Co-op at Continuing Education, 

to transition from high school into an apprenticeship or full-time 
employment in the trades.

APPRENTICESHIPS

https://oyap.ca/ugdsb/
https://classroom.google.com/c/NDk4MjE3NDMwNjU1?cjc=smonz2z
https://classroom.google.com/c/NDk4MjE3NDMwNjU1?cjc=smonz2z


❖ Many colleges offer free pre-apprenticeship programs to help you 
prepare for a career in the trades. 

❖ Some unions, such as Liuna 1059 (Construction) or IBEW 804 
(Electrical) also offer pre-apprenticeship training. 

❖ Apply to the Ontario College Application Services (OCAS) 
✓ Conestoga College offers a number of programs that register you as 

an apprentice when you start the program.
✓ Math and English are key subjects 

❖ Contact the Ministry of Training, Colleges & Universities (MTCU)

APPRENTICESHIPS

https://www.ontario.ca/page/prepare-apprenticeship
https://liunalocal1059.com/build-your-career/
https://ibew804.ca/app-info-page
https://ibew804.ca/app-info-page


COLLEGE UNIVERSITY
❖ Smaller Class Sizes
❖ Hands on learning
❖ Focus on career training 

and trades
❖ Foundation programs (1 yr)
❖ Certificates, Diplomas (1-3 

years) 
❖ Degrees (4 years)

❖ Larger Class Sizes
❖ Lecture style learning
❖ Focus on academic 

and professional 
programs

❖ Degrees (Bachelors, 
Masters)

❖ 3-4 year programs

COLLEGE  VS. UNIVERSITY



ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

UNIVERSITY

❖Gr. 12 English (U)
❖5 Additional 4U/4M 

Courses
❖Program specific 

requirements
❖Supplemental 

Information Form

COLLEGE

❖ Gr.12 English (C or U)
❖ Program Specific 

Requirements
❖ Average varies, but is 

generally based on 
required courses only

❖ Portfolio/Interview

OSSD



RESEARCH, RESEARCH, RESEARCH!!

COLLEGE
❖ Ontario College Information 

✓ Ontario College Fair on Oct 18 & 19 in Toronto  
✓ Speak with representatives from 26 colleges
✓ Go to the website for more info and registration

✓ College Information Program (CIP) Oct. 30-31 at 
Conestoga College in Kitchener

✓ GCVI College Fair in the Aud on Nov 22 from 12-2 pm

❖Visit www.ontariocolleges.ca for info on colleges, programs and applications

❖Attend a campus tour, open house or online session at the college of your 
choice

❖Check the Grade 12 Guidance Classroom for more information

https://ontariocollegefair.ca/?fbclid=IwAR2Acm1qhMwdh0M2sXB41N77pFQhnfOo5S3ufklLx1ZMh80XAcF8VTeIv-4
http://www.ontariocolleges.ca


         RESEARCH COLLEGE
                 PROGRAMS

www.ontariocolleges.ca



      RESEARCH COLLEGE
                 PROGRAMS

www.ontariocolleges.ca

Type in your search term. 



      RESEARCH COLLEGE
                 PROGRAMS

www.ontariocolleges.ca
90 results for 
animation! 
Select the 
Aug 2024- 
Nov 2024 
Start Date 
to remove 
repeats  of 
programs.



       RESEARCH COLLEGE
                 PROGRAMS

www.ontariocolleges.ca
Check the 
admission 
requirements 
for your 
program on 
the college 
website.



❖ Connect with Ontario universities this fall!
✓ Ontario University Fair Oct 21-22 in Toronto
✓ GCVI University Info Sessions & Fair, Oct 19, 9am-12 pm
✓ Regional University Fair Nov. 8, 10-5pm in Waterloo
✓ In person & virtual Open Houses and Tours
✓ Meet online with a representative to ask your questions
✓ Chat with a student ambassador

❖ The Gr 12 Guidance Classroom has links for all Ontario 
universities and upcoming Info Sessions

❖ Visit www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca to research programs 
and universities 

RESEARCH, RESEARCH, RESEARCH!!

UNIVERSITY

http://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca


Search for 
information 
on 
Programs 
and 
Universities 
here.

RESEARCH  UNIVERSITY
                        PROGRAMS

 www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca



Search 
and 
compare 
Nursing 
Programs

 RESEARCH  UNIVERSITY
                        PROGRAMS

 www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca



Prereqs are the same Required average is different

    RESEARCH  UNIVERSITY
                           PROGRAMS

 www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca

Nursing - The Same Degree



Click to 
learn 
more 
about 
this 
program

      RESEARCH  UNIVERSITY
                        PROGRAMS

 www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca



APPLICATION PROCESS

UNIVERSITY

❖$150 to apply to 3 University 
Programs

❖$50 for each additional choice
❖Create login, apply when ready
❖DEADLINE: JAN 15th  2024

*this is a REAL DEADLINE!*

COLLEGE

❖ $110 to apply to 5 college 
choices (no more than 3 
programs at any one college)

❖ OEN – (on timetable)
❖ Applications open in October, 

make an account with a 
personal email you check

❖ DEADLINE: FEB 1st 2024 (for 
equal consideration)



APPLYING TO 
      COLLEGE

www.ontariocolleges.ca
Create your 

account 
here. You 
need your 
OEN (on 

timetable) 
and a 

personal 
email you 

check. Don’t 
use your 
ugcloud 
email.

When you have an account you log in here.



DEADLINES FOR 
COLLEGE

❖ Early October - applications open for college 
(some programs begin offers in November)

❖ February 1, 2024–  application is due for equal 
consideration 

❖ May 1, 2024 – Confirmation deadline

❖ June 1, 2024 – earliest date you may be required 
to make a financial commitment



   APPLYING TO
               UNIVERSITY

www.ouac.on.ca

Select 
undergrad 
for current 

Ontario 
High 

School 
Students



DEADLINES FOR 
UNIVERSITY

❖ January 15, 2024–  101 application is due for equal 
consideration

❖ May 29, 2024– Last day of notification of decision 
from universities (all offers are conditional)

❖ June 3, 2024 – earliest date you may be required to 
respond to an offer and give a financial 
commitment



OUT OF PROVINCE

❖ Applications are direct to each university. 
✓ Fees and due dates will vary
✓ Program requirements will vary
✓ OSSD is a standard requirement

❖ Students will check each school for specific requirements

❖ Those planning on applying to American Colleges or 
Universities may need to write the SAT’s or ACTs. You will 
need to make your own arrangements. 



HOW DO I GET AN EARLY OFFER OF 
ADMISSION TO A UNIVERSITY?

❖ Apply in November
❖ Must have excellent marks in grade 11 & Semester 

1 midterms
❖ We upload grade 12 marks in November, February, 

April and July
❖ All offers of admission are conditional- final 

upload of marks is in July. Stay focused! This is not 
a guarantee.

❖ Universities reserve most of their offers for after 
February. Some programs wait until May to send 
offers. 



COST OF POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION 

$10,000 – $20,000
*depending on program and location.

**only an estimate of total costs.

Costs include:
✓ Tuition
✓ Student Fees
✓ Residence
✓ Meal Plan
✓ Transportation
✓ Miscellaneous            
✓ Books & Supplies



FUNDING SOURCES

❖ Personal Savings
❖ Bank Loan
❖ Earnings from employment (while 

attending school)
❖ Parental Contribution - RESP
❖ Scholarships / Bursaries  (links on 

the Gr 12 Guidance Classroom)
❖ Government Student Loans (OSAP)
❖ Commencement Awards



MORE INFORMATION
❖ Gr. 12 Guidance Classroom Page

❖ Colleges, Universities, Scholarships

❖ You can find us online
❖ Instagram @gcvi.guidance
❖ GCVI Website - Guidance

Start your research. Then make an appointment 
with a guidance counsellor to discuss your options. 



GCVI Schedule
(Sept - Nov)

Oct 2 Lunch Help with creating your OUAC login

Oct 11 Lunch Scholarships information

Oct 19 9am-12pm University Info Sessions & Fair

Nov 16 2pm - 4pm College Fair

TBD Lunch Applying to College & University

TBD Lunch Researching & Applying



?


