
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 23rd —P.A. Day 
 
On Friday, January 23rd  staff will be 
engaged in Assessment and Evaluation 
activities all day. There will be no 
classes for students on this day. 

Thank you from Metro 
 
Many of our students coloured grocery bags from Metro for the Orangeville Food bank before Christmas. 
If you happened to be in the store you would have noticed the beautiful bags.  To thank our school, 
Metro is buying a pizza lunch for two of our classes. Since Mrs. Lindsay’s class and Ms. Andrews class 
coloured the most bags, they will be treated to a pizza lunch on Tuesday, January 13th. Thanks to all of 

our students who helped. 

Reminders:  

Students are permitted to leave during the second break only, with parent permission. There are no crossing 

guards during the first break. If you would like to give your child permission to leave for lunch, please send a 

note with them or call the school. With the opening of Mr. Sub and Country Style donuts we have seen an 

increase in the number of students leaving at lunch. Please remind your child to cross the road carefully. 

 

When your child’s routine is going to be different at the end of a day, (i.e. not taking the bus, being picked 

up by grandma) please call the school or write a note in your child’s agenda. Often children will come to the 

office or tell their teacher that they are doing something different but we have no information to confirm 

that.  

 

We would like to remind all parents to check in at the office when you come to the school. If you are 

staying, you will need to sign in. If you are just dropping off something for your child, you can leave it at the 

office and we will make sure that your child gets it. If you are arriving late with your child, Mrs. Dickson 

needs to update the attendance folder before your child goes to class.  

 

We appreciate your co-operation with these reminders. 

School Council Update 
 

The next School Council meeting is on Tuesday, 

January 13th at 7:00 pm. All parents are invited 

to attend the meeting to see what events are 

planned for the upcoming months. Please let 

Mrs. Dickson know if you will 

require babysitting.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Grade 8 Orientation 
 
The orientation for students entering Grade 
9 in September 2015 at ODSS is on 
Thursday, January 15th from 7:00 pm to 
9:00 pm. The information night is for 
parents and students.  It will be held in the 
ODSS cafeteria. Information sheets were 
sent home in December. 

Electronic Devices 
We have noticed that a number of our 

students have received cameras, 

Blackberries, i-pods and i-phones and other 

electronic devices for Christmas. At a time 

when the use of social networks like Facebook and 

You Tube is on the rise, we need to be reminded to 

be respectful of other people’s privacy. Students 

should not be using these items to take pictures 

either inside or outside of the school. Please 

remind your son or daughter that if they are 

bringing these devices to school, they are 

responsible for them. These devices should not be 

used during instructional times unless directed by a 

teacher.  

Just a reminder too, that any pictures taken of your 

child should not be posted on-line if other children 

are in the picture. 

Kindergarten Registration 

February 2nd to February 6th 

10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

If you have a child, or know of a 

child who was born in 2011, they 

are eligible to attend Junior 

Kindergarten in September 2015. 

Also, students born in 2010 who 

are not currently attending school 

are eligible to register for Senior Kindergarten.  

 

Kindergarten registration will be held from Monday, 

February 2nd to Friday, February 6th, 2015 between 

10 am and 2 pm..  

 

Please be prepared to provide Proof of Birth Date, 

Grade 8 Grad Photos 

Graduation photos will be taken on Tuesday, 

January 27, 2015. Forms will be sent home soon. A 

reminder that composites must be ordered and paid 

for on Picture Day. 

Ball Hockey 
 

Hockey for students in grades 1-3 (mini 

sticks) and 4 - 8 (regular ball hockey) will 

begin the second week of January. Prior to 

the start of this program, interested students 

will attend an assembly to learn about the 

rules. At the assembly students will be given 

permission forms to bring home to be signed. 

Students will not be permitted to play hockey 

until the signed permission form has been 

returned.  

 

Hockey sticks will only be permitted on buses 

on Mondays (to bring the stick to school) and 

Fridays (to bring the stick home).  

 

Thank you From School Council 

 

A very special thank you goes out to all of the parents and volunteers who supported our School Council 

Fundraising events this fall. We will report on the monies raised in the February newsletter. Our “Deck The 

Halls Event was a huge success, even though the weather was not 

the best. We look forward to having this as an annual event.  

 

Fundscrip will continue in the new year. Monthly Mochaberry 

coffee will continue in 2015. First order forms come home this 

week.  



 



 

 



Transitions and Transition Planning 

 

While it may feel like it is early in the year to think about transitioning to the next school year, many 

plans are well underway to ensure that students have a successful transition.  For students who are 

changing schools, such as Grade 8s moving to secondary school, visits may have already begun.  

Such transitions can be very stressful for students, just as it can be stressful for adults to move houses 

or change jobs.  With careful planning and a collaborative approach toward supporting the transition, 

this stress can be minimized. 

 

New requirements from the Ministry of Education came into effect in September 2014 requiring all 

students with an Individual Education Plan (IEP) to have a transition plan.  This plan includes goals 

and actions to meet each goal, and considers the strengths and needs of the student.  Some goals may 

address smaller transitions throughout the day, such as moving from recess to the classroom or from 

one activity to another, or larger transitions, such as moving from one school year to the next, or 

from one school to another.  For many students, the supports provided to the whole class are all they 

need to have a successful transition, which means they may not need a specific transition plan goal 

and actions on their IEP at this time.  However, for students who have challenges with transitions -- 

large or small -- a plan should be in place. 

 

When planning for any transition, the student’s physical, emotional, and learning needs are 

considered.  As a parent, your collaboration with the school team is crucial to make sure that the 

needs of your child are fully understood, and that actions taken at home and at school will ensure a 

successful transition.  Physical needs, such as changes made to a washroom for a student in a 

wheelchair, may be part of a plan, just as visits and pictures of a new school may be helpful meeting 

the emotional needs of a child.  A student’s current teacher will also share successful strategies and 

accommodations with next year’s teacher; this will help the new teacher prepare for the learning 

needs of the student. 

 

As a parent, you can play an important role in transition planning for your child; you know your 

child best.  Whether planning for next year's new classroom, or for a new school, working together 

with school staff to provide visits to the new school, talking about the transition in a positive way, 

and looking at pictures of the new teachers and building may give the reassurance that your child 

needs.  Preparation is crucial for transitions to be successful, and a team approach between home and 

school is key. 

 

More information about transition planning from the Ministry of Education is available.  The new 

rules for transition planning for students with special education needs can be found at: http://

www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm156.pdf.  The Ministry also has a resource guide for 

transition plans with a focus for secondary students available at the following link:  http://

www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/transiti/transition.pdf 

 



Is conflict the same as bullying? 
 
People may sometimes confuse conflict with bullying, but they are different. Conflict occurs between two or 
more people who have a disagreement, a difference of opinion or different views. Conflict between students does 
not always mean it’s bullying. Children learn at a young age to understand that others can have a different 
perspective than their own, but developing the ability to gain perspective takes time and the process continues 
into early adulthood. In conflict, each person feels comfortable expressing his or her views, and there is no power 
imbalance. Each person feels able to state his or her view point. How people deal with conflict can make it 
positive or negative. Conflict becomes negative when an individual behaves aggressively by saying or doing 
hurtful things. Then the conflict is an aggressive interaction.  
 
Conflict only becomes bullying when it is repeated over and over again and there is a power imbalance. Over 
time, a pattern of behaviour may emerge where the person who behaves aggressively in the conflict may 
continue or even make it worse. The person who is the recipient of the aggressive conflict may feel less and less 
able to express his or her point of view and feel more and more powerless. That is when negative conflict may 
turn into bullying. A school will respond to bullying and conflict differently. For example, in the case of a conflict, a 
school staff member may try to have the students come together to tell their side of the story and help them 
resolve the situation together. In the case of bullying, a principal will consider progressive discipline, which may 
include suspension or expulsion.  
 

 

 
 

Save water – be RELIABLE in your conservation efforts 
 

In terms of environmental awareness, you should know that water is our most precious resource. 
Over 70% of our Earth's surface is covered by water (we should really call our planet "Ocean" in-
stead of "Earth"). Although water is seemingly abundant, the amount of fresh water available for us 
to drink is only 3%.  The message we need to learn is that, as the population of the Earth increases, 
we need to be very careful to not pollute our water sources and to use it very wisely. 
 
We all can make a difference in protecting our most precious resource – water. Water conservation 
is a big challenge, but every little bit helps, so don't think that what you do doesn't matter. Demon-
strate your reliability in conserving water by using the following ideas: Turn off the tap when brushing 
your teeth.  Install water-saving devices such as low-flow showerheads and toilet dams or low-flush 
toilets. Shorten your shower by a minute or two and you'll save up to 500 liters per month. Use a 
broom instead of a hose to clean your driveway. Wash your cars and bikes with a bucket of water 
and sponge, instead of a hose that wastes around 15 litres of water per minute if left running. Use a 
rain barrel to collect rain water to water your plants instead of using precious tap water. It’s OK to let 
your lawn go dormant during the summer and let the rain water it naturally. Water conservation 
needs to be a way of life, not just something we think about once in a while. If we all do our part in 
conserving water, we can make a huge difference for the environment. 
 
Don't waste water – its more valuable than you think. - Let’s go green, everyone! 
 

January Environmental & Character Education Theme 

http://www.farnellfamily.com/cfarnell/glossary.html#conservation
http://www.farnellfamily.com/cfarnell/glossary.html#conservation
http://www.farnellfamily.com/cfarnell/glossary.html#environment


Family Literacy Day is January 27th 
 
 
ABC Life Literacy Canada is encouraging Canadian families to have "15 Minutes of Fun" 
learning together. Learning can happen at any time. Practicing literacy together every day 
has tremendous benefits for both children and parents. Here are some great ways to get 
started: 
 
 Read a “wake up” story in the morning (after reading your bedtime story the night 

before). 
 Search online for fun places to go in your community. Pick out a spot for your next 

family day trip. 
 Make up a new recipe together and post it online. 
 Tell knock-knock jokes together while doing the dishes. 
 Create a story with your family: take turns writing one sentence at a time, then read the 

whole story aloud when you’re done. 
 Write a review of a book you read together as a family. Send it to the author through 

email or snail mail. 
 Organize a book swap at your school or with your friends. 
 Track your trip to school, the park, and the grocery store on a map. Find a different 

route to take to each place. 
 Learn to play a musical instrument. What about the ukulele? 
 Write a note to include in a grown-up’s lunch – ask them to write back! 
 Make a popsicle stick model with your family. 
 Write your names graffiti-style using chalk on your sidewalk – you may need to shovel 

first! 
 Play a board game together. 
 Look up the words to your favourite song online. Have a sing-off with your friends! 
 Count how many steps it takes to get from your bedroom to your kitchen. Find out who 

in your family has the most steps to a snack! 
 
From: http://abclifeliteracy.ca/fld/15-minutes-of-fun 

Check out the following links for more great ideas. 
 
http://abclifeliteracy.ca/fld/family-literacy-day 

http://www.accessola2.com/Event_Planning_Toolkit/story.html 

 
 

http://abclifeliteracy.ca/fld/family-literacy-day
http://www.accessola2.com/Event_Planning_Toolkit/story.html

