
 

The Mission of John Black Public School, as a family centered community school, is to develop 

each student’s ability to acquire skills, knowledge, responsibility and respect for self and others, by 

providing diverse learning opportunities within a safe and nurturing environment. 

 

EDUCATION WEEK 2018 

Education Week is scheduled to take place in all schools in the Upper Grand District School 

Board from May 7 to May 11, 2018. We’ll begin the week of special activities with Music 

Monday, a special musical assembly featuring the Primary/Junior Glee Club, the Intermediate 

Music Club and the Rock Band. Also appearing will be former student and special guest 

Madison Galloway. Parents are also invited to our Spring Book Fair will be taking place after 

the concert and in the evening from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE 

April was a very busy month for our school community with lots of special events and 

activities.  On April 6 Mr. Johnson and Mrs. Olszewski accompanied 30 students to Guelph for 

the Junior and Intermediate Skills Canada competition. In this annual competition students 

apply hands on skills learned in Science and Technology. Students had been practicing 

challenges in their chosen categories after school and at recesses during the weeks leading up 

to the competition.  All our students worked hard and were excited to show off their skills in 

this competitive environment.  

 

On April 17 we had a visit from Fred Fox, Terry Fox’s brother, who spoke to our students 

about life with Terry and to thank our school community for the many years we have been 

supporting the Terry Fox Run to raise funds for cancer research. On April 26 our Junior Floor 

Hockey teams travelled with their coach Mr. Kordupel to Erin for a tournament against other 

area schools. After weeks of practice and preparation they played very well and very 

competitively. It was a great day and we are proud of their hard work and skills. 

 

Our Parent Council presented Family Movie Night on the evening of April 26. The evening 

was very well attended and had lots of fun and movie treats for children and parents.  

 

May and June are always busy months as well, filled with many special activities for our 

students and their families. Read on in this newsletter and watch for information coming home 

about upcoming special trips and events. 
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E.Q.A.O. PROVINCIAL TESTING 

 

As in past years, all Ontario children in grades 

three and six will be participating in assessments 

of reading, writing and mathematics. 

 

The assessment measures students’ knowledge 

and skills in reading, writing and mathematics as 

described in The Ontario Curriculum.  Students 

will work independently to solve problems, write 

responses and answer multiple-choice questions.  

The work they do in the assessments will be very 

similar to what they do every day in school. 

 

This year, the testing will take place for  grade 3 

and 6 students at John Black P.S. on May 24, 25 

and 28. Classroom teachers will send home more 

information as we get closer.   

 

As this testing is required by the Education 

Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO), we 

ask that you ensure that your grade 3 or 6 child 

will be in attendance these days, and avoid 

scheduling appointments that might take them out 

of the school during the testing. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns about the 

assessment, please contact your child’s teacher.  

 

JUNIOR KINDERGARTEN  

 

We continue to register children for our 

September, 2018 Kindergarten classes.  If you 

have, or know of, a child who will turn 4 (Junior 

Kindergarten) or 5 (Senior Kindergarten) on or 

before December 31, 2018, please call the school 

at 519-843-2665. 

 

MOVING? 

 

Planning for the 2018-2019 school year is 

underway.  If you will be moving this summer, or 

know of someone moving into the school area, 

please notify the office as soon as possible.  This 

will help with the organization of teachers and 

classrooms for next year. 

Parent Council Corner 
 

School Councils play a vital role in the education 
system in Ontario. They provide a forum through 
which parents and other members of school 
communities can contribute to improving student 
achievement and school performance. We would 
like to thank you for your on going support this 
school year. 
 

We appreciate the effort of families supporting 
fundraisers and functions so we can fund school 
activities. Funds raised from this year’s 
fundraisers have gone to support Scientist in 
School, Forest of Reading, the June Arts Day 
and the purchase of the new Primary and Junior 
playground climbers. 
 

E-mail List 
 

Do you want to receive Parent Council meeting 
agendas and minutes? Do you want to know 
about events and requests for help and other 
information that we feel is pertinent? If you would 
like to be added to this list to receive information 
please forward us your name and e-mail address 
to: sc.johnblack@ugdsb.on.ca 

Next Meeting 
Please join us at our next Parent Council meeting 
on May 29 at 6:30. Everyone is welcome. If you 
have any questions or comments please e-mail 
us at: sc.johnblack@ugdsb.on.ca. 
 

The meetings are an opportunity to come 
together, discuss school events and receive a 
Principal’s update for the school. We hope you 
will join us in to help us improve our children's 
lives and our John Black Community! 
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Long Term Accommodation Plan Final Report 

(Draft) - Public Meetings 

The Long Term Accommodation Plan (LTAP) 
Final Report (Draft) is going to be presented at 5 
regional public meetings throughout the month of 
May. 

The draft report includes a list of proposed short 
(1-5 yrs.) and long (6-10 yrs.) accommodation 
priorities. The report does not include any 
recommended changes to school programs or 
boundaries. 

We invite you to attend any of the following 
meetings: 

Wednesday, May 2, 2018, 7-9 pm – Erin PS, 
gymnasium 

Thursday, May 3, 2018, 7-9 pm – Centennial 
CVI, cafeteria 

Thursday, May 10, 2018, 7-9 pm – 
Orangeville DSS, cafetorium 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018, 7-9 pm – Centre 
Wellington DHS, cafetorium 

Thursday, May 17, 2018, 7-9 pm – Norwell 
DSS, double gymnasium 

Feedback collected in this second phase of 
engagement will inform staff’s work to finalize the 
LTAP. 

Please visit www.ugdsb.ca/ltap for more 
information and to provide feedback.  The LTAP 
webpage includes all documents including the 
LTAP Final Report (Draft), an online comment 
form and an opportunity to sign up to receive 
updates. 

 Calling All Families 
  

Help us celebrate 

 

Music 

Monday! 

 

Monday, May 7, 2018, 
1:45pm 

 

Join us as we celebrate music with featured acts from: 
 

JBPS Music Club 

Primary/Junior Glee 

The Rock Band 

Seussical cast 

 

With special guest: 

Madison Galloway 

 

Appearing courtesy of a Musicounts Grant 

 

Kindergarten News 
 
KB has spent the past few weeks incubating 
eggs and hatching chickens.  Despite a few tense 
moments with the ice storm and school closure in 
the days before our scheduled hatch, we 
successfully hatched 23 chicks.  We hosted a 
number of students from throughout the school 
who helped us to, “socialize” the chicks.  Special 
thanks goes out to Heidi and Jeremy Seburn who 
provided the eggs, incubator, warming tray, food 
and gave up some of their time during the day 
and on the weekend to help check on the eggs 
and provided invaluable expertise around 
maintaining the incubator and caring for the 
chicks. 
      -Mr. Swan & Mrs. Richards 

 

https://www.ugdsb.ca/board/planning/long-term-accommodation-plan/


 

 
Talking about Mental Health - May 7-11 is Child and Youth Mental Health and Well-being Week! 

Child and Youth Mental Health and Well-being Week is about promoting mental wellness, increasing awareness of child and youth 

mental health, decreasing stigma and understanding that support is available. Let’s improve everyone’s mental health and well- 

being!   

The theme for Child and Youth Mental Health and Well-being at UGDSB is: Have a SUPER Week!  

Social Connections 

Understanding Emotions 

Personal Health 

Empathy 

Resilience 

Each day of the week will focus on a different aspect of Mental Health and Well Being. The schools will be provided with resources 

and activities related to each day’s theme.   

As a parent, you can increase the Mental Health and Well-being of your children, youth and family too! Here are some suggestions: 

 

 Monday May 7 -Social Connection -  ``Don`t be shy. Just say hi!`` 

Say Hi to 3 people that you do not know. Perform a random act of kindness. 

 

 Tuesday May 8 – Understanding Emotions – “Sad, glad, happy, mad – just be you” 

Right now, stop and reflect on how you are feeling. Take a couple of moments as a family to do some deep breathing. http://

youth.anxietybc.com/how-do-it  Now, how are you feeling? 

  

 Wednesday May 9 – Personal Health - “Healthy Self. Heal-thy self”. 

 Wear green today to support Mental Health Awareness. 

Did you know that how our bodies feel affects how good we are feeling? Three of the best things you can do to improve your mood 

is to exercise, sleep well and eat well. Go for a walk or play a game, get outside, turn off the devices an hour before bed and eat fresh 

food! The more you do to help your body feel good, the better you will feel! 

 Thursday May 10 – Empathy - “Be somebody who makes everybody feel like a somebody”.  

When in doubt – be kind.  Try seeing something from another person`s perspective today. 

 Friday May 11 – Resilience - “If Plan A doesn`t work, the 

alphabet has 25 more letters!”. 

Mental Health and Well-being means coping with the ups and downs 

of day to day life. Building more resilient thoughts and skills can 

really help. Children and youth can also find support by seeking help 

from caring adults. Take time now to talk with child or youth about 

who those caring adults are in their lives. 

For more information about Mental Health and Well-being and 

interactive activities with your children and youth: 

Mind your Mind (online) www.mindyourmind.ca/Interactives 

Fun, interactive options for de-stressing for youth.  

Smiling Mind (Free App) smilingmind.com.au/ 

An app that guides you through simple, calming meditations.  

GoNoodle (Free App) https://www.gonoodle.com/ 

Fun interactive body and mind breaks for kids.  

At the end of the week, talk with your child/youth about the things 

that made them feel more connected, emotionally aware, healthy, 

empowered and resilient and continue to do those things every day!   

Most of all… have a SUPER week!   
Jenny Marino is the Mental Health and Addiction Lead for Upper Grand District School Board 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

May 7-11 Education Week 
May 21            Victoria Day Holiday 
May 23-26 EQAO Grade 3 and 6           

  
May 31            Inspire (Arts) Day 
                        Intermediate Play, 6:30 p.m. 
June 1             Volunteer Tea 
June 5             County (Intermediate) Track 
June 7             Year End Fete sponsored by      

Parent Council 
June 8    P.A. Day 
June 14            Junior Track and Field at JD 
                         Hogarth           
June 19-21       Grade 8 trip to Quebec 
June 26            Final Report Cards go home 
                         Grade 8 Grad, 6:30 
June 28            Last day of school 
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FEEDBACK WELCOME ON DRAFT BOARD POLICIES 

The Upper Grand District School Board is welcoming public input on draft policies. Currently under 

review is: 

Policy 501 – Out of Area and Out of District Attendance 

It is important for students, staff, school councils and parents to understand when and how 

applications for out of area and out of district attendance are considered while the board continues 

to maintain viable programs in all schools. 

You are invited to review the draft documents and submit online feedback at www.ugdsb.ca/board/

policy.  The deadline for public input is May 24, 2018 at 4 p.m. EST.  Persons without internet 

access may call 519-822-4420 (or toll-free 1-800-321-4025) ext. 723 to request a printed copy of the 

draft documents. 

 

STWDSTS NEWSLETTER FOR SEPTEMBER 2018 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION... 
 
NEW BUS OPERATORS! 
In the Fall of 2018, STWDSTS will be working with some new and some 
returning school bus operators. For contact information: http://stwdsts.ca/
home/bus-company-contact-information/  
 
FIRST RIDER DAY! 
Saturday, August 25, 2018 is our First Rider Day with wheelchair accessible 
sites!  Book your ride in advance between July 1- August 21. Come as a 
family. Your child’s safety is our priority!  For more information  http://  

 stwdsts.ca/home/kindergarten-ride/  
 
IS MY CHILD ELIGIBLE FOR THE BUS? 
Transportation is assigned according to School Board policy. Refer to 
STWDSTS Policy 002 Transportation Eligibility or go to www.stwdsts.ca and 
click on “Are you eligible”. 
 
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE DELAYS AND CANCELLATIONS! 
Each year in August, we are asking parents to subscribe or re-subscribe so you 
have the most current, up to date information. To subscribe go to:  
https://www.findmyschool.ca/subscriptions/login.aspx  
 
 

http://www.ugdsb.ca/board/policy
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GPS AND VIDEO CAMERAS ON SCHOOL BUS! 
GPS and Video Cameras will be equipped on every school bus beginning 
September 2018. The school bus is an extension of the classroom and camera 
footage may be accessed by the school to monitor student behaviour.  GPS will 
be used to track bus locations, stop arrival/departure times, speed, and much 
more. For more information please see our Camera Policy here:  
http://stwdsts.ca/home/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/037.pdf  
 
WHERE TO FIND BUSING DETAILS... 
 
FOR EXISITING REGISTERED STUDENTS 
If your child is an existing student, please go to  www.findmyschool.ca and 
login to this secure site with your child’s OEN number (located on report card), 
house number, school, and grade. This will be available after August 20, 2018. 

 
FOR NEWLY REGISTERED STUDENTS (JK, SK, NEW TO ONTARIO SCHOOL 
SYSTEM) 
If your child is new to the Ontario School System and has been 
registered at a school prior to the end of June, transportation 
information will be mailed to your mailing address after August 20, 2018. 

 
FOR STUDENTS WHO RECENTLY MOVED TO AREA 
If you have moved to the area over the summer, please contact your home 
school to register your child. Student information will be electronically 
downloaded from the school to STWDSTS once schools have registered your 
child. If your student is eligible, STWDSTS will assign them to the bus as 
soon as possible. 
 
OPT OUT OF BUSING 
If you choose to opt out of busing, please contact our office at 519-824-4119 
and STWDSTS will mark your child as not riding. If you require busing in the 
future, please call your technician and they will re-assign your child to the bus. 
 
BUS TAGS 

Students in JK, SK and Gr 1 who ride a school bus will receive a tag from their 
school (at the beginning of the year) 
showing the student’s afternoon bus route number and bus stop location.  The tag 
should be worn (preferably on the student’s backpack) by your child everyday 
throughout the year. 

 

For more information please visit our website: http://stwdsts.ca/home 
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