Grade 4  Term 1 Curriculum Newsletter

     Subject


       Teaching Strategies                  Assessment

	Language (French)

Reading

-reading a variety of texts for information and comprehension
recognize fiction vs. non-fiction texts and their characteristics

-introducing and applying reading strategies (syllables, café, ) for decoding and comprehension

Writing

-improve accuracy in written French

-use the writing process (organize ideas to write for a specific purpose and audience, draft and revise work using editing and proofreading skills to correct work)

-writing fluent sentences, 

-Writing fluent paragraph

-writing persuasive letter 
Oral
-listens to follow instructions in class

-communicates with teacher in French

-uses French in discussions with classmates

-can make oral presentations 
effectively in French
	-whole class readings  language text, social studies, science)

-guided reading groups

-individual, personal reading
-dividing words into syllables, 

-highlighting sounds 

Predicting 
- graphic organizers

-writing in chunks using the posted writing process

-success criteria for writing made in consultation with students and posted in class

-discussions around choosing your best listening strategy
-group work, partners
-oral presentations in a variety of subjects (both rehearsed and unrehearsed)
	-questioning (Blooms taxonomy)

-anecdotal 

-written responses

-book reports
-student/teacher conferences

-self-evaluation 

-tracking reading logs

-tracking improvement in reading.
-daily practice in finding mistakes, proofreading, the writing process 
-rubrics made in consultation with students and shared in advance

-descriptive feedback to identify specific areas for improvement

-success criteria 

-monitor journal writing
-observations and anecdotal notes

-presentations evaluated using rubrics developed by students and teacher

-success criteria feedback



Subject


Teaching Strategies    

Assessment

	Health

-healthy living: identify healthy eating practices and physical activity as part of a healthy lifestyle
	-class discussion to identify food groups and nutrients needed by the body

-food diaries to track food choices ( analyzing our lunches and snacks)
-study of food labels to determine whether or not they are healthy choices
-guest speaker from the community)?) 
	-anecdotals and observation for participation

-evaluating food diaries

-journal (preparing a program for 3 days involving healthy meals and healthy activity)
-applying a healthy lifestyle to daily lunches and snacks

	Social Studies

Canada
-name and locate provinces,  territories and regions of Canada on maps

-describe and compare physical regions of Canada

-identify, analyse and describe natural resources. 

-identify contributions and location of indigenous people
	-class discussion

-class work using maps -research using print resources and Internet sites, i.e, Google maps


	- oral participation,  anecdotals and checklists

-checking and evaluating class work

-preparation of brochure to present a province or territory 

-adhering to outline and rubric

-oral presentation 

	Dance

-identify the characteristics of an appropriate presentation

-interpret and communicate meaning using movement and dance techniques

-communicate orally and in writing responses to their own and others’ work
-December performance 
	-free movement in DPA class and as part of the physical education program

-collective group performance in front of an audience by breaking down routines to music  and in “stop time”
- view River Run performances
	-observation

-preparation and presentations evaluated using rubrics developed by students and teacher
-individual participation, co-operation and encouraging peers positively


	
	
	

	Curriculum Expectation 
	Teaching Strategies 
	Assessment

	PATTERNING

· to create, extend and describe a non-numeric pattern

· to create, extend and describe a numeric pattern
	-model use of patterns in colours, shapes, 

-use a variety of manipulatives, 100 chart,  present t-charts, equation and illustrative strategies

-encourage verbal explanations, followed by descriptive ones.

-introduce and model vocabulary 

- present problems requiring patterning application
-use effective games , relevant scenarios

4 square template
	· anecdotal observations

· track use of math vocabulary

· track use of strategies when solving word problems
· quiz

· summary test
· monitor use of strategies for number talk


	PLACE VALUE 

· to read, compare and order whole numbers to 9999
· to add 4 digit numbers 

· to subtract 4 digit numbers
	-use base 10 blocks using concrete

manipulatives and drawings.

-decompose large numbers using models, numbers and words
-estimate and rounding off strategies

-introduce place value chart

-games (cards, bingo, )

-problem solving: 3 part math problem approach , also use 4 square template

-use examples which are relevant to their age group  

-warm-ups with math games and number talks
	-anecdotal observations

-track use of math vocabulary

-accuracy with drills of math facts to 20. 

-track use of strategies used

-quizzes

-summary test
-reflections in math journals 



	GEOMETRY 

-identify quadrilaterals and classify them by their geometric properties.

-to recognize right angles

-to compare angles to benchmark angles such as 90 and 45 degrees
-


	-introduce 2-D quadrilaterals through illustrations and geo-boards and geometric shapes, tangrams

-identify characteristics, sort using venn diagrams and charts

-small group work, 

-create and draw angles

-investigate angles and where most angles apperar

	-anecdotal observations

-track use of math vocabulary

-tesselation illustration 

-quizzes

-unit test, observations, use of vocabulary.

	DATA MANAGEMENT

-to collect data, interpret data, and organize data for display
-to calculate the mean of data
	-introduce and model use of pictograph and bar graph 

-encourage collection of data (individually and in groups)

-display data with proper characteristics

- encourage questions of data
	-anecdotal observations

-track use of math vocabulary 

-display data accurately and answer questions in relation to graph. 

· unit tests


	SCIENCE

HABITATS

· to demonstrate an understanding of how animals depend on their habitat

-to communicate research led through inquiry (appearance, food, physical traits, habitat)

-to organize and summarize information using a graphic organizer 

SOUNDS

-what is sound 

-to examine how sounds travel through air, solids and water

-to understand how sound travels through our ears

-to examine and apply understanding of how to protect our hearing. 
	-identify small and large habitats through visuals and examples on our playground

-field trip, i.e, African Lion Safari /Toronto Zoo 
-introduce producers and consumers

· identify a food chain , create food chains 

· connect to games “predator and prey”
· identify the characteristics of an animal which enables it to adapt

· research information on animal’s needs and habitat
-experiments 

-discussions

-nature walk, documenting sounds

-connections to people who have difficulty with hearing

-introduce inquiry (KWL chart)

-label parts of the ear 
	-anecdotal observations

-quizzes

-completion of work

-research in written form

-oral presentation of research and visual diorama. 
-use of unit vocabulary throughout research and oral presentation

-observation and oral participation

-visual communication

-experiment write-ups

-summative test

-oral presentation of a helpful/harmful sound

-examine questions led by students towards the end of the unit by sharing inquiry initiatives

	PHYSICAL EDUCATION

·  to demonstrate co-operative and participation skills in moderate to vigorous activities. 

· to reinforce safety skills 

· to demonstrate locomotor  and manipulation skills
	· teach co-operative games and low

organizational games

· promote fitness with D.P.A activities

· walk, run, jog participation 
· teach lead up games and skills for soccer, volleyball, and lacrosse 

· partnering

· review strategies for tag games and ball games
	-readiness and participation 

-anecdotal observations and checklists

- monitor safe use of equipment and personal space 
-monitor risk taking and trying new skills
-responding to oral feedback 


	VISUAL ARTS

· to encourage use of different mediums

· to apply understanding of techniques

· to encourage use of 2-D and 3-D forms

· display use of lines, colour, emphasis and space
	-model techniques

-connect with ART IMAGE program

-integrate across other subject areas

-peer sharing
	· does student risk when using materials

· does student complete a task to its final stages

· does student adhere to the process

-does student take initiative and responsibility in using materials

-self-assessing 
- rubric developed by teacher and students
-responding to success criteria 


