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Education Week - May 1st – 5th 
“Open Doors to Learning / Ouvrons les portes a l’apprentissage” 

 

 PRINCIPAL NEWS 
 

 This year, both Education Week and Mental Health and Well-Being Week are taking place May 1st to 
5th. As always, our students have been busy participating in many different activities both at school 
and during field trips. The entire school will be involved in “Music Tuesday” on May 9th under the 
direction of Ms. Petrenko. Our Primary Choir and Chimes Choirs participated at the Dufferin Youth 
Arts Festival in April. All of our student musicians did a wonderful job representing Laurelwoods. I 
would like to thank Ms. Gaudette and Ms. Petrenko for leading and preparing the Laurelwoods ES 
student performers. In addition, I would like to thank Mrs. Moritz for her efforts working with our 
Chime Choirs. We are very fortunate to have a volunteer as dedicated as Mrs. Moritz working with 
our students. A special thanks also goes out to Mr. Gordanier and Mr. Johnson for coaching our 
school basketball teams. They have given up a great deal of their personal time during March and 
April, running practices and games. 
  
Many students are enjoying various activities during recess: the basketball nets, soccer fields, and 
the four-square games are all being used regularly. Our playgrounds are open, and the new tetherball 
equipment will be available shortly. We remind the students that it is important to play safely and fairly 
with their peers, as well as share the equipment with others, to ensure that our yard continues to be a 
fun and safe place to play. 
  
With the warm weather approaching, please remember to have your child prepared with a hat, sun 
screen and appropriate clothing for track and field, field trips and outdoor gym classes. Also, we 
expect students to dress in clothing that is appropriate for their age group. Shorts and skirts must be 
a reasonable length and undergarments should not be visible. 
  
It is mandated by UGDSB that specific personal safety/child abuse prevention programs be delivered 
to certain grades every school year. In Dufferin, these programs are as follows: 
  
SK - Kids in the Know (two 40 min lessons) 
1 - CARE Kit (three 40 min lessons) 
2- Kids in the Know (three 40 min lessons) 
3- CARE Kit (three 40 min lessons) 
5 - Kids in the Know (3-4, 40 min lessons) 
7 - It's Not Your Fault - 100 min block 
  
These programs will be taking place before the end of the school year. Please contact your child’s 
teacher if you have any questions. Lastly, I’d like to thank Ms. Haines for her work as a French LTO 
at our school. Mme Neuman returned to our school on May 2nd. I wish Ms. Haines all the best in her 
career. 
 Darren Hale 



2017-2018 School Organization 
 

Another administrative task that we begin in late 
May and into June is determining the 2017-2018 
school organization, and the make-up of classes.  
We would like to inform parents about how we 
approach this important task. 
First, our in-school staffing committee receives a 
tentative school organization from the Board’s 
District Staffing Committee.  This school 
organization is based on the expected student 
enrolment and the number of teachers that are 
allocated to our school by the Upper Grand District 
School Board’s Staffing Committee. 
Next, our staff collects data on each student which 
is then used at grade level placement meetings.  
Teacher collaboration occurs around determining 
student placement for the subsequent year.  
Teachers spend a considerable amount of time 
determining the best possible placement for each 
student.  Teachers have the expert knowledge 
about how your child learns their learning style and 
work habits, and what kind of social groupings 
foster their growth. 
If you have any specific concerns around class 
placement for next year, put your concern in a letter 
addressed to Mr. Hale. 
 We appreciate your trust in our professional 
judgment in the student placement process.  
 

Riding Bicycles to School 
 

 A reminder that permission from parents 
must be granted before riding bicycles to 
school. These forms are available in the 
main office at the school. Students are expected to 
wear mandatory head gear. Bicycles are to be 
parked in the bicycle racks located at the front of 
the school. At the end of the day, students who ride 
bicycles are dismissed after the last bus has 

departed from the school.  
 

Hats and Sunscreen 
 

We are expecting warm weather in 
the near future!  We remind parents that students 
are outdoors for recess and on occasion for 
physical education class.  We strongly recommend 
that parents take appropriate precautions to protect 
their child(ren) from the harmful rays of the sun.  
Students are encouraged to wear hats, sunscreen 
and sunglasses when on the playground. 

 EQAO Grade 3 and 6 Provincial 
Assessment of Reading, Writing 
and Math 
 

This May, Grade 3 and 6 students across Ontario 
will be assessed by the “Education Quality and 
Accountability Office” in reading, writing and 
mathematics. The EQAO assessments require 
students to participate in the assessment over six 
one hour sessions.  This year our grade 3 and 6 
students will complete the assessment on May 31st 
– June 2nd . Our teachers and students are working 
hard to prepare for these assessments, and we 
sincerely appreciate your support in limiting student 
absences during these times. 

  
School and provincial results of this assessment 
will be made public in the fall.  Individual student 
results are also released to parents at that time.  
The data from these assessments is one source of 
information to assist schools in the evaluation of 
their School Improvement Plan. 

 

 Help Your Child Do Well on 
Tests: 

 
1. Make sure your child gets a good night sleep 
    before every test. 
2. Provide a light, healthy breakfast on test day. 
3. Have your child dress comfortably and arrive at 
    school on time. 
4. Send your child off to school with confidence 
    building words of praise. 
5. Remind your child to carefully read directions. 
6. Tell your child to check his or her work before 
    submitting the test. 
 
 

Moving?? 
 

If you know you will be moving over the summer 
and not returning to Laurelwoods Elementary 
School, please inform the office. This helps us to 
plan classes for the fall.   

  

Reminder 

  

There will be no classes for students on 
Monday, May 22, 2017 due to the Victoria Day 
Holiday. 
 



 
Lightning Wear 
 

If you would like to show your school spirit and 
buy some clothing, Lightning Wear is a great 
way to do it!  We have partnered with a locally 
run family business, Archbold’s.  We have set 
up an online ordering system that families can 
use all year round to buy clothing with the 
Laurelwoods logo on them.  Just go to 
http://www.archolds.ca/store to login in.  You 
will need to choose the “Returning Customer” 
Section.  In this section the username is our 
email address:  Laurelwoods.es@ugdsb.on.ca 
and the password is Lightning (capital L). 
Simply follow the steps as outlined.  If you 
have any difficulty, please contact Archbold’s 
at 1-888-941-6775 or Mr. Johnson at the 
school at 519-940-3666 ext. 458. 

 

Volunteer Appreciation Day 
 

The staff of Laurelwoods would like to thank 
those who have volunteered in so many ways 
at Laurelwoods Elementary School this year. 
Please let us show our thanks at our Volunteer 
Appreciation Day on Thursday, May 25th, 2017.  
Invitations have been sent home with the 
youngest and only child. 
 

Yearbook 
 

Production is underway for the 2016/2017 
Laurelwoods Yearbook.  We are still accepting 
sponsorships for this year’s yearbook.  If your 
place of employment, family owned business 
or if you know of a friend or family member that 
would be interested in advertising in our 
yearbook, please contact Mrs. Matthews or 
Mrs. Gardhouse at the school.  The cost to 
advertise on one of our sponsor pages is 
$25.00 for a business card ad or a half page 
ad for $100.00.  All ads are printed in colour.   
The deadline is May 11th, 2017.  You can scan 
and email your ad to cmatthews1@ugcloud.ca 
or leave it at the office with Mrs. Gardhouse 
along with your payment. Please make 
cheques payable to Laurelwoods Elementary 
School.  Thank you for your support.  Each  
 
 

 
sponsorship helps to lower the student costs of 
the yearbook. 
Please watch for the 2016/2017 Yearbook 
order forms.  They will be sent home in May 
and have a firm deadline.  No extra yearbooks 
will be ordered. 
 

Yearbook Cover Contest 
 

The Yearbook Cover Contest is open to all 
students.  Please remember to create a 8 ½ x 
11 portrait design when creating your 
masterpiece!  The top 3 entries will be 
displayed in the yearbook. 
Things to consider – bright and vibrant colours, 
creativity, fond memories, big and bold 
pictures.  Things you want to include – Name 
of School, school year 2016/2017, school logos 
and colours.  The contest deadline is 
Thursday, May 11th, 2017.  Please remember 
to put you name, your grade and teacher’s 
name on the back of your entry. 
 

Girls Basketball 
 

The girls’ basketball team has spent many 
mornings practicing plays and skills in 
preparation for their basketball season.  
Through hard work and determination, the girls 
have completed their seasonal games with a 6-
3 win/loss record and a 3-0 win at the County 
Tournament at Westside. This win will advance 
the girls to the finals on May 11th, 2017 – 
Congratulations! 

 
Boys Basketball 
 

After a season filled with overall improvements 
from all players, the intermediate boys’ 
basketball team wrapped up their season on 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017.  The boys played 
very well in the tournament, winning 2 games 
and losing 1.  A special thank you to all the 
parents who were able to drive the students to 
the away games.  Without your help, the 
season would not have been possible. 
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Boys and Girls Basketball Teams 
 



Special Olympics 
 

600 students from the Upper Grand District School Board and Wellington Catholic District School 
Board will be joining together to celebrate sport at the Special Olympics, May 17, 2017.  The event 
will be held at St. James sports fields, and includes track and field events as well as adaptive events. 
Athletes flock to the sports fields for the opening ceremonies at 10:00 am and compete in 3 events 
each throughout the day.  Family and friends are welcome to join in the fun and cheer on the athletes.  
Parking is available at the Grange plaza.  Laurelwoods is excited to have four of our students 
participating in the Olympics this year. It should be a fun and exciting day. 
 

Pizza Day 
 

The pizza day that was scheduled for April 7th, 2017 has been rescheduled for Monday, June 5, 2017. 
 

Dufferin Parent Support Network 
 

All Dufferin Parent Support Network workshops are free of charge and open to men, women and 
couples.  Registration is required.  For more information, or to register for a workshop, contact 
info@dpsn.ca or 519-940-8678.   Here is a sample of some of the workshops being offered for May 
and June 2017: Good Discipline, Good kids, Let’s Talk Communication, Siblings without Rivalry, Help 
your child find success at School, Positive parenting from separation homes, Parenting your child with 
autism, Strategies for managing Autism Anxiety and paying for post-secondary.  Please also check 
their website for more information – www.dpsn.ca. 
 

Youth Drop in 
 

The Township of Amaranth will be offering a youth drop in at the Laurelwoods gym Thursday 
evenings from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm starting Thursday, May 4th until June 22nd.  All school aged 
children are welcome to drop in and play whatever activity is being offered that week.  We will try to 
play a different game each week (basketball, soccer, volleyball etc.)  Suggestions are welcome and 
please dress appropriately.  Parents can email Councillor Chris Gerrits if they have any questions at 
cgerrits@amaranth.ca. 
 

Spring Fling 
 

Spring is in the air – finally!  Parent Council would like you to mark Thursday, June 8th on your 
calendars for this year’s Spring Fling!  We are looking for gently used Lego – please drop it off in the 
school office.  We are always looking for parent volunteers to help with Spring Fling.  Please watch 
for more information and signup sheets to follow. 
 

 
 Win a Dairy Queen Gift Card 

 

After your family has read this newsletter, please sign and detach this coupon.  “Our Family” must include at 
least one parent/guardian who has read the newsletter.  This coupon is placed in the yellow mailbox in the 
front hall of the school.  A ballot will be drawn on Wednesday, May 31

st
, 2017 

 
Our Family has read the newsletter corresponding to this draw 
 
Child’s Name:  ____________________________Parent’s Signature: ___________________________  
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