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 PRINCIPAL NEWS 
 

The warmer weather is finally here. Our students are certainly excited about this, as are staff. Please keep an 
eye on weather forecasts for the day, as temperatures can change quickly at this time of the year. We find that 
often, once students start wearing shorts, they wear them every day even if it is quite cool. Also, a reminder 
that students need a change of footwear when they head outside. This helps keep our school clean, and our 
gym floor safe for play. 
 
May and June are incredibly busy months for school activities. We ask for your help in getting permission 
forms returned as soon as possible. If you ever need a new form immediately, please contact me and I can 
send you an electronic copy. It’s a balance that we are constantly working on; we want our students to be 
responsible for getting the forms signed and back to the school, but we also don’t want students missing out on 
the educational experiences that are offered during such trips. These forms must be returned for students to 
attend the trips. Handwritten notes are not sufficient as the inherent risk disclaimer on the back of the 
permission form needs to be present. 
 
I can’t say enough positive things about the student population at LES. So many students exhibit great 
citizenship skills on a daily basis. Thanks to all our families for the support you continue to provide. Have a 
wonderful month of May! 
 
Daren Hale 
Principal LES 
 

 

 

2018-2019 School Organization 
Another administrative task that we begin in late May and into June is determining the 2018 - 2019 school 
organization, and the make-up of classes.  We would like to inform parents about how we approach this 
important task. 
First, our in-school staffing committee receives a tentative school organization from the Board’s District Staffing 
Committee.  This school organization is based on the expected student enrolment and the number of teachers 
that are allocated to our school by the Upper Grand District School Board’s Staffing Committee. 
Next, our staff collects data on each student which is then used at grade level placement meetings.  Teacher 
collaboration occurs around determining student placement for the subsequent year.  Teachers spend a 
considerable amount of time determining the best possible placement for each student.  Teachers have the 
expert knowledge about how your child learns, their learning style and work habits, and what kind of social 
groupings foster their growth. 
If you have any specific concerns or requests around class placement for next year, put your 
concerns/request in a letter addressed to Mr. Hale for consideration. 
We appreciate your trust in our professional judgment in the student placement process.  



 
Riding Bicycles to School 
 A reminder that permission from parents must be granted before riding bicycles to school. 
These forms are available in the main office at the school. Students are expected to wear 
mandatory head gear. Bicycles are to be parked in the bicycle racks located at the front of the school. 
At the end of the day, students who ride bicycles are dismissed after the last bus has 
departed from the school.  
 

Hats and Sunscreen 
We are expecting warm weather in the near future!  We remind parents that students 
are outdoors for recess and on occasion for physical education class.  We strongly 
recommend that parents take appropriate precautions to protect their child(ren) from 
the harmful rays of the sun.  Students are encouraged to wear hats, sunscreen and 

sunglasses when on the playground. 
 

EQAO Grade 3 and 6 Provincial Assessment of Reading, Writing & 
Math 
This May, Grade 3 and 6 students across Ontario will be assessed by the “Education Quality and 
Accountability Office” in reading, writing and mathematics. The EQAO assessments require students 
to participate in the assessment over six one-hour sessions.  This year our grade 3 and 6 students 
will complete the assessment on May 28th, 29th and 30th, 2018. Our teachers and students are 
working hard to prepare for these assessments, and we sincerely appreciate your support in avoiding 
student lates and absences during these times. 

  
School and provincial results of this assessment will be made public in the fall.  Individual student 
results are also released to parents at that time.  The data from these assessments is one source of 
information to assist schools in the evaluation of their School Improvement Plan. 

 

 Help Your Child Do Well on Tests: 
1. Make sure your child gets a good night sleep 
    before every test. 
2. Provide a light, healthy breakfast on test day. 
3. Have your child dress comfortably and arrive at 
    school on time. 
4. Send your child off to school feeling calm and confident. 
5. Remind your child to carefully read directions. 
6. Tell your child to check his or her work before submitting the test. 
 

Moving?? 

If you know you will be moving over the summer and not returning to Laurelwoods 
Elementary School, please inform the office. This helps us to plan classes for the fall.   
  
Lightning Wear 
If you would like to show your school spirit and buy some clothing, Lightning Wear is a great way to 
do it!  We have partnered with a locally run family business, named Archbold’s.  We have set up an 
online ordering system that families can use all year round to buy clothing with the Laurelwoods logo 
on them. Please check us out at:  ugdsb.cashonline.com. 
. 



Volunteer Appreciation Day 
The staff of Laurelwoods would like to thank those who have volunteered in so many ways at 
Laurelwoods Elementary School this year.  Please let us show our thanks at our Volunteer 
Appreciation Day on Thursday, May 17th, 2018.  Invitations have been sent home with the youngest 
and/or only child. 
 

Yearbook 
The 2017/18 Laurelwoods’ Yearbook is on sale now for $15.00. The order deadline is May 30th. 
Orders can only be made online. The May 30th deadline is a firm deadline. No late orders will be 
accepted and there will not be any extra yearbooks ordered. If you would like to order a yearbook for 
your child, please do so by midnight May 30th, 2018.   Thank you to all our sponsors for your 
support.  Each sponsorship helps to lower the student costs of the yearbook. We are trying to keep 
the costs down, but there are so many events to capture in the book! 

 
Yearbook Cover Contest 
The Yearbook Cover Contest is open to all students.  Please remember to create an 8 ½ x 11 portrait 
design when creating your masterpiece!  The top 3 entries will be displayed in the yearbook. 
Things to consider: bright and vibrant colours, creativity, fond memories, big and bold pictures.  
Things you want to include: Name of School, school year 2017/18, school logos and colours. Please 
remember to put you name, your grade and teacher’s name on the back of your entry. 
 

Special Olympics 

600 students from the Upper Grand District School Board and Wellington Catholic District School 
Board will be joining together to celebrate sport at the Special Olympics, May 16, 2018  The event will 
be held  in Guelph and includes track and field events as well as adaptive events. Athletes flock to the 
sports fields for the opening ceremonies at 10:00 am and compete in 3 events each throughout the 
day.  Family and friends are welcome to join in the fun and cheer on the athletes.  Laurelwoods is 
excited to have five of our students participating in the Olympics this year. It should be a fun and 
exciting day. Good luck to all our participants and their coaches, and congratulations on all of your 
hard work! GO LAURELWOODS! 

 
Boys Basketball 
 Mr. Gordanier and Ms. Legault would like to thank the boys’ basketball team for all of their hard work 
this season.  The boys have shown some stellar skills and developed their abilities throughout the 
season.  Unfortunately, the boys lost in a devastating 2 point difference in a 3 way tie.  Thank you for 
all your time and support Laurelwoods!  We are proud of our Lightning! 

 
Girls Basketball 
Our girls’ basketball team has had an amazing season so far and won their tournament at Westside 
S.S. on May 2! The team has been practicing every Tuesday and Thursday morning at 7:45am, since 
the beginning of January. The girls have put in many hours of dedicated work to hone their skills in 
preparation for games they began playing in late March. Leading up to the tournament date, the girls 
have compiled a record of 7 wins and 1 loss. They have played excellent offence, and even better 
defense! In many of their games, opposing teams have struggled to score more than 10 points! 
On April 24th, our team played in a 'pre-tournament' game against Montgomery Village and came out 
with a 16-9 win! Congratulations girls; Go Lady Lightning! 
 
Mr. Johnson would like to congratulate the girls’ basketball team on an awesome day at their Dufferin 
County Basketball Tournament!  The girls, who have been practicing for four months now, went an 



undefeated 4 wins and zero losses in the tournament and have earned a spot in the semi-finals.  In 
their four wins, the girls’ team outscored their opponets by 75 points!  Two notable highlights of the 
day were the girls securing a final victory of 26-0 against their final opponent, and Alivia scoring from 
her knees, just beneath the foul line!  Mr. Johnson is very happy with the team’s dedication to 
practicing and improvement of their skills and team work.  Well done Lady Lightning! 

 

 
 

 
Spirit Days 
May 4th Star Wars Day – May the 4th be with you today! 
May 18th Character Day – Do you have a favourite character from a beloved book, movie 
  or television show?  Well, May 18th is the perfect day for you to dress up and work hard   
  in class as your favourite characters (please ensure students understand that the  

costume they wear needs to be suitable).  Thank you Mrs. Whittington for the great 
idea! 

May 30th Lightning Colours – Show your Lightning pride and wear blue, green, yellow or your 
  Lightning wear! 
 

Equity Corner 
The Equity team here at Laurelwoods is hard at work with continued activities! 
 
In May, we continue our monthly "We Read Together" celebration as part of our Me to We club 
activities! Students are enjoying literacy activities and reading with different teachers each month! 

Rainbow Coalition Conference 
The Grade 7 and 8 students at Laurelwoods are excited to announce that we received 12 tickets to 
this year’s Rainbow Coalition Conference at the University of Guelph! The Rainbow Coalition 



Conference is a yearly conference for students in the Upper Grand District School Board, in grades 7-
12, to support diversity, anti-bullying, and anti-homophobia initiatives through a workshop and 
networking format. On May 2nd, students heard a presentation from our keynote speaker: award 
winning poet Holly Painter, signed up for their choice of two workshops, networked with fellow 
students in the UGDSB, and participated in small group table activities. Our school was very excited 
to have been able to participate in this amazing, educational conference that has been ongoing since 
2013! 
 

Stay tuned for upcoming activities and events from our Me to We Club and Equity Team! 
 

Mme. Neumann et Mme. Whittington 
 

Breakfast Club 
Our student nutrition program was honoured to receive two awards at our regional network meeting 
on April 24th. Thanks to our school community support of the Live Free campaign, we received the 
“Food & Friends 2018 Most Improved” over last year and “Food & Friends Live Free 2018 Most 
Raised per Capita”. These two awards provided an additional $500 for our student nutrition program 
which continues to provide healthy breakfasts and snacks 5 days a week to an average of 40 
students per day.  
 
We would welcome feedback from students/parents about the Food & Friends student nutrition 
program in our school.  This can be regarding menu items, successes or challenges with the 
program, for example. We would be happy to hear a story about how the program has affected your 
child/youth.  
 
Thanks for helping to get and share information for the Food & Friends program!  
 

Parent Council 
Spring is here, and before we know it, school will be out for the summer......Parent council is excited 
to announce our June family event will be all about BBQs, baking and books.....More info coming 
home soon! 
 

Music Monday 
On Monday May 7th, we invite families to join us for our annual Music Monday.  We have a variety of 
performances including "The King", Elvis Presley.   It takes place in our gym from 9:00 am until 10:15 
am.  We hope to see you here!   
 

Library 
Inventory: 
We will be doing a complete inventory on the LLC Collection starting on June 10th that includes 
checking in, shelving, and scanning each individual book in the whole collection. All Library books will 
be due back June 1st, so that Mrs. W. can scan the collection. Any books that are deemed LOST, 
please send a note. We are asking for a $5 donation to cover some of the cost of replacing the book. 
 
LLC Mural: 
Our Learning Commons mural wall is really starting to come together! The artists were busy over 
March Break, and are adding details and depth. We are looking forward to seeing the finished 
product! It's looking amazing! 
 
 
 



BOOK FAIR in June! 
Our second Scholastic Book Fair is coming up in June! A whole new fair, with all new products! Mrs. 
Whittington will be looking for any volunteers to help with purchases during the school day, or during 
our evening sales while our Parent Council spring event is going on. If you are interested, please let 
Mrs. Whittington know. 
 
Volunteers Needed! 
The LLC is also looking for volunteers during school hours to help with shelving, 
discarding, inventory, book fairs, and other jobs. If you would like to help out, please contact Mrs. 
Whittington at extension 225, or drop by the LLC. 
 
Lego Wanted! 
Thank you to the families and students who have generously donated LEGO to the LLC Lego Wall! 
The students have been enjoying crafting shapes, patterns, buildings, and complex machines during 
our Open Recesses!  Mrs. Whittington is gratefully accepting donations of gently used Lego pieces. 
Please feel free to drop them off at the LLC during the school day! 
Thank you so much! 
 
Mrs. S Whittington, Your Library Ninja! 
 

Dufferin Parent Support Network 
All families have strengths and all families have challenges.  All Dufferin Parent Support Network 
Workshops are free of charge and open to men, women and couples.  Registration is required. 
For more information, or to register for a workshop, contact info@dpsn.ca or 519-940-8678. 
 

Feedback welcome on draft board policies 
The Upper Grand District School Board is welcoming public input on draft policies. Currently under 
review is: 
Policy 501 – Out of Area and Out of District Attendance 

It is important for students, staff, school councils and parents to understand when and how 

applications for out of area and out of district attendance are considered while the board continues to 

maintain viable programs in all schools. 

You are invited to review the draft documents and submit online feedback at 

www.ugdsb.ca/board/policy.  The deadline for public input is May 24, 2018 at 4 p.m. EST.  Persons 

without internet access may call 519-822-4420 (or toll-free 1-800-321-4025) ext. 723 to request a 

printed copy of the draft documents. 
 

Win a Soccer ball 
 

After your family has read this newsletter, please sign and detach this coupon.  “Our Family” must include at 
least one parent/guardian who has read the newsletter.  This coupon is placed in the yellow mailbox in the 
front hall of the school.  A ballot will be drawn on Thursday, May 31

st
, 2018. 

 
Our Family has read the newsletter corresponding to this draw 
 
Child’s Name:  ____________________________Parent’s Signature: ___________________________  

mailto:info@dpsn.ca
http://www.ugdsb.ca/board/policy

