
  

 
 
 

SP
R
IN

G
 N

EW
SL

ET
TE

R
  

  
  

  
  

 

Principal’s Message 
As a principal, filling in for Paola Argentino, for a couple of weeks, I am thrilled to see 
students determined to achieve their goals and refine their thinking skills. I am also 
thankful for the wonderful reception I received from students, staff, and parents. I have 
come to understand that the school motto, “grace, gratitude, and grit” is practiced 
throughout the school. I am excited to learn more about the Parkinson community and 
the countless initiatives taking place at the school. Most of all, I look forward to getting 
to know your children. 
There are many exciting mysteries to examine at Parkinson Centennial. Each day, 
teachers challenge students to think critically about the world around them. They 
encourage children to develop number sense, to see patterns, and to explore different 
ways of solving problems. They   encourage them to ask good questions about what 
they hear, see, and read. By making predictions, students become engaged, and more 
interested in learning. By making inferences – connecting ideas, reading between the 
lines, and looking behind the proverbial curtain – they act as detectives, unraveling 
clues and solving cases. It is a joy to watch students tackle problems, make hypotheses, 
test their predictions, and support their opinions at Parkinson Centennial Public School. It 
is also a pleasure to watch them persist when problems become difficult and complex.  
Students are tapping into their creative talents, working hard to prepare for the school’s 
50th Anniversary, and Artsplosion Celebration, scheduled between 5:30-7:30 p.m. on 
May 10, 2018. Please mark this important date in your calendars. This special event is not 
to be missed! 
 
As you are aware, school enrolment is increasing next year at Parkinson Centennial; as 
a result, more physical space is needed. The good news is that the Board of Education 
will provide classroom space in the form of an addition to be located at the end of the 
primary hall. Construction will begin late Spring or early Summer. More information will 
be provided as it becomes available.  
 
Please ensure that your children are dressed for the changeable Spring weather.  
 
I wish you and your families all the best. Feel free to drop by the office to introduce 
yourselves.  
 
Mary Anne Sodonis 
 

 

When a family situation changes, it is imperative that the 
school office is notified as soon as possible. This is especially important in situations 

dealing with child custody. If there are restrictions placed on a parent’s access to a 
child, court documentation is required by the school. In other words, office personnel 

cannot deny parental access unless court orders are in place.  

 

            



 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

**Dates to Remember** 
 

April 9 Character Assembly 2:00 pm 
April 16 – 20 Plastic Bag Collection Challenge 
April 18 Forest of Reading Voting 
April 20 Intermediate Battle of the Books 
April 22 Earth Day 
April 24 Earth Presentations – Dufferin Waste 
April 26 Talent Show 11:20 – 12:20 
April 27 PA Day 
April 30 Synergize Assembly – 2:00 pm 
May 3 Empowerment Day Grade 6-8 
May 10 Artsplosion and 50th Anniversary 

  
       

    
     
      
      

     
      

    
      

    

  
       

    
     
      
      

     
      

    
      

    

 

 

Library News 

Forest of Reading Clubs - Blue Spruce and 
Silver Birch Express clubs are just about finished. Ask 
your child to tell you about their favourite book. Our 
school’s voting day for both clubs will be on Wednesday 
April 18th. Students are encouraged to wear their 
reading club colour on voting day. Photos will be taken! 
Results will be on the announcements and in the next 
school newsletter. 
 

 
Battle of the Books - Our Battle of the Books teams 
are working hard. This year we have an Intermediate 
team (grade 7 and 8) as well as a Junior team (grade 4 to 
6). For the last few months both teams have been 
reading a list of books and answering questions based on 
the content of the novels. They will be competing against 
other schools. The Intermediate Battle is on Friday,  
April 20 and the Junior Battle is on Friday, May 
11.  Keep up the great work teams!   
Read on!!  
 

Curling 
We had an excellent bonspiel at the Orangeville 
Curling Club on March 21st as part of the 
Elementary School Curling League. The league 
consists of eight local teams that spend two 
weeks learning to curl and then playing each 
time once. Even though we did not have many 
wins, everyone on the team was friendly, social, 
and definitely improved at the sport. This year’s 
team was made up of all new curlers, three of 
which are in Grade 8 and can try out for the 
high school curling team next year! 

 

 

    Head Lice 

While the school makes every effort to inform 
households if lice have been found in a classroom,  
it is still spread and treatment can be very costly.  
There is now help with this. A treatment called 
NYDA, which is available by prescription, is now fully 
paid for through the new Ontario Drug program. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Think Green with the PCPS Eco. Team! 
Battery Blitz Report: 

 Our battery recycling campaign was a huge success!  

We collected a grand total of 37,  325 batteries!  

Our top three classes were: 
1st Place - Ms. Law and Ms. Sowter’s JK/SK Class - 11, 969 batteries 

2nd Place - Mr. Buchan’s 4/5 Class - 9669 batteries 
3rd Place -  Ms. Waffler’s 1/2 Class- 6950 batteries 

 

A massive thank you to our Head Caretaker, Ms. Styles, for being so supportive of our recycling 
campaign. With her guidance, direction, and encouragement, PCPS was able to exceed our initial 

goals! 

Thank you to all who donated batteries.  

We couldn’t have done it without you!  

We’ve set a great precedent for next year! Start saving those batteries!!! 

Trashion Show: Artsplosion is fast approaching and so is the Eco. Team’s “Trashion Fashion Show.” 
In March, we’ll be collecting materials that we can turn into: dresses, shirts, purses, necklaces, 

hats, backpacks, etc.  

Instead of recycling the following items at home, bring them to school and see them transformed 
into the next fashion trends: 

~ Plastic grocery bags (see below for more info.) 
~ Cardboard boxes (pop boxes, cracker boxes, etc.) 

~ Plastic containers and lids (yogurt and margarine containers, etc.) 
~ Wrappers from individual packaging (chip bags, snack wrappers, etc.)  

     
 

*Please make sure all recyclable items are clean/washed before donating.   
Thank you!  

 



 
Plastic Bag Grab Challenge is Coming!!! 

 

The Plastic Bag Grab challenge is a waste reduction 
program for elementary schools across Canada that 
engages schools and students on the 3Rs hierarchy: 
reduce, reuse, and recycle. Our school is a registered 
participant!!! From April 16 to April 20, the Eco. Team 
will be collecting plastic shopping bags. We will track 
the number of plastic bags brought in, use social media 
(#PlasticBagGrab) to raise awareness, reuse the bags 
as part of our “Trashion Show” designs, and deliver the 
remaining collected bags to our local Wal-Mart for pick up. There are several prizes available, including a 
$1000 grand prize for the school that reduces and reuses the plastic bags creatively, and a $500 grand 
prize for the creative use of social media throughout the campaign.  

Start saving those plastic shopping/grocery bags today and save them for our collection week in April!!! 

 

Trees For School Program @ PCPS 

During Earth Week in April, students will each receive a tree seedling. 
Our goal is for every student to plant a tree somewhere in the 
community (at school, at home, for a neighbour, in a pot for an elderly 
citizen or for brightening up local retirement homes and long-term care 
facilities, etc.). If you know of any places or spaces in Orangeville that 
would allow us to plant trees on their property, please let the Eco. Team 
know. We look forward to partnering with a variety of community 
members in order to plant trees throughout our city.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In early 2017, students from all across Canada, including in our own community, participated in the Genworth Meaning 
of Home writing contest in support of Habitat for Humanity. Participating classrooms had their students write a poem or 
story about what home means to them, and stories were submitted on behalf of the schools. 
  
Habitat for Humanity Wellington Dufferin Guelph is proud of every submission that was received. We are happy to 
share that because of participation from schools like yours, our local branch has received $5,240 from this initiative, 
which means that 524 students from our community participated in this project. Thirty-six submissions for the 
Genworth Meaning of Home contest were written by students at Parkinson Centennial. 
  
Thank you for sharing your wonderful and meaningful stories about what home means to you. The dedication shown by 
students, teachers and the collective schools proves that a home is more than the brick and mortar, and as a 
community, we need to work together to build affordable homes for all. To learn more about what we’re building, 

l  i i  h bi d                                         
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