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Principal’s Message

It’s hard to believe it is already June andwehave summer weather thisweek so please

ensure your childwears appropriate clothing and protectionwith a hat and sunscreen

with the strong sunshine rays!We are looking forward tomeeting and greeting families

at our upcoming Family Fun Fair thisweek on June 1st! Please order items on

schoolcashonline.com as food orders close May 30th and therewill be lineups. Bring a hat, blanket or

folding chairs if youwant to sit!Wewill have lots of fun games and activities including our awesomeRCPS

Bandswhowill be opening up for our Fun Fair at 5-5:15. Therewill be items in the gym including the theme

baskets and auction aswell as our bake sale. Watch the staff get pies in the face at ourwheel of

unfortunate events!We look forward to having a great community event filledwith fun! June is a very

busymonth aheadwith track and field, graduation, awards assemblies, clubs and other events!

Staff areworking hard on report cardwriting and theywill be available on the parent portal as of June

22nd. Please reviewand celebrate successes and discuss next steps for areas of improvement. If you have

specific questions about your child’s progress, please contact your child’s teacher. Youwill see the

tentative class organizations in this newsletter.

R. Anand

https://www.ugdsb.ca/rockwood/


Upcoming Events:

Dates/Events

June 1-Family Fun Fair Fundraiser
June 2nd-PADay-no school for students
June 6 - Jr Track and field
June 8-Gr 7 City Track UofG
June 8-9Grade 8 Trip-Toronto
June 13- Staffmeeting
June 14-Track& Field junior CitymeetU ofG
June 15-Junior/IntermediateMath PDCapacityDay
June 18-Father’s Day
June 19-HarrisMill/Eramosa Transition visit 9-12
June 20 - IntermediateAwardsAssembly
June 22-Gr 8Graduation/ Reports home / Junior Fractions PD
June 22- Report cards available online portal
June 23-Grade 7 Trip
June 23-Kindy Celebration- 2-3 outdoors, indoors if raining
June 28-Gr 1-6AwardsAssembly
June 29 - last daywith kids/Staff party/PennyCarnival
June 30-PADay-no school for students

Reminders …
Stay Informed!

● Use theUGDSBMessenger app to stay up to datewith all the activities and events at RockwoodCPS. Please

go to the app store and searchUpperGrandDistrict School Board. SchoolMessengerApp

● Followus on Twitter@Rockwood PS

https://www.ugdsb.ca/parents/school-messenger-app/


Anti Racism and Equity in Education

Wehadgreat learning sessions on anti racism inMay presented by the organization Parents of Black
Children presented for parents, staff and students.We learnedwhat racism is, the history of racismand
impact of theNword andhow students and staff help contribute to creating a safe and inclusive school
climate. Thank you for having conversationswith your children about this important topic.We continue
to educate and raise awareness of equity and inclusion for our students. I ampleased to share thatwe
haven’t had any incidents of racism since earlyApril. Collectively,we continue to educate, disrupt and
dismantle racismat Rockwood to ensure a safe learning environment for all of our students. Identity
based harm is taken very seriously and consequencesmay include suspension leading to expulsion as per
Board policy.

Moving?

If you aremoving this year or knowof a new family coming toRockood, please let the office knowaswe start to

submit numbers and plan for next year. Please emailMrs. Rice atmelinda.rice@ugdsb.on.ca for any changeswith

addresses ormoves.

RCPS Family Fun Fair fundraiser-Thursday, June 1st 5:00 -7:00 p.m.

Fun Fair tickets and food options are nowavailable on School CashOnline untilMay 30th. This family
oriented eveningwill take place on Thursday, June 1st, from5-7pmwith games, prizes, food and drink
including a student organized bake sale, raffle baskets and a silent auction. Therewill be a cost of $5 for a
games card via school cash online, or $8 at the door. Thiswill give students access to all of our games
(geared to all ages at RCPS) and a prize for completing them! You can also purchase tickets for our class
baskets at a cost of $1 each. Game cards and raffle ticketswill be available to pick up on June 1st at the
school by student last name. RCPS Fun Fair.png Please bring cashwith you for the bake sale, additional
tickets and thewheel of unfortunate events for staff ! New JK students and students coming next year
fromHarrisMill and Eramosa are also invitedwith their families. This is a Rockwood PS event and not open
to thewhole community aswewant to keep our attendance numbersmanageable. Thanks to Bianca
Chambers, CathyKeleher, Val Soper and parents for helping to organize this eventwith the Principal.
Please email Bianca Chambers biancawarkus@gmail.com if youwould like to help.

mailto:melinda.rice@ugdsb.on.ca
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/RGTMUSMXC_y-kz2RaK7_tQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRmMOSGP0R0aHR0cHM6Ly9tc2cuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNhL20vP3M9SFpUbjlhVWxJY3MmbWFsPWQ0ODc1OTdjZjMyNmE0YzNmM2RlODZhNTRjNTY4ZWY3MWIwNmRiZmY1MjJkNDhmM2Q2YzY5MjMyMzNkZWUxNmVXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmQ-BrFPZMocDdBSF3JlZW5hLmFuYW5kQHVnZHNiLm9uLmNhWAQAAAAC


RCPS Gold winning Concert Band and the Rock Bands!

Themusic students andMrs.McCabe are looking forward to kicking off the Fun Fair thisweekwith
music! TheGrade 6-8 Concert Band and The School RockBandswill be playing.Music students are
asked towear themusic T-shirt for the performance.

Fun Fair Music Details - we perform right away!

RockBand players please stay after school to do a sound check. Somehelpful bandmemberswill be
staying after school to help set up! Allmusicians please be at the school at 4:30-4:45 sowe can get
ready to perform. Beloware our performance times.
5:00RockBand 1 plays
5:05RCPSConcert Band plays 3x songs
5:10RockBand 2 plays

RCPS Choir and Band at Provincial Competition (Virtual)

Congratulations to theGoldwinningRCPSChoir andConcert Bandwho submitted their
competitive performance to Kiwanis Provincials thisweek.We are very honoured to have been
chosen to represent the board in both categories (Choir andBand) for our Kiwanis district
elementary category! Thank you toMs.McCabe andMmeRafalowski for their outstanding
dedication to providing this opportunity for our students!





Please see the Events Schedule for the Family Fun Fair Fundraiser June 1st:

BANDSOPENING : 5:00-5:15
BBQ– 5:00 - 6:30 LASTCALL

SCHOOLCASHONLINEOPENUNTILMAY30TH

ONSITE LIMITEDSALES - $8.00 each (Kids Combo, Veggie Burger, Hamburger, Jumbo
HotDogs or French Fries)
PIZZA – 5:15AND6:15

SCHOOLCASHONLINEOPENUNTILMIDNIGHTONMAY30TH

LIMITEDSELECTIONOFSLICESAVAILABLE FORSALE FOR $2.00DAYOF
BAKESALE – 6:00-7:00

ONSITE SALESONLY. ITEMSRANGINGFROM$1.00 - $2.00
DRINKS – 5:00-7:00

SCHOOLCASHONLINEOPENUNTIL 11:59 PMMAY30TH

ONSITE SALES - $1.00 each

STATIONS/ PRIZES
RCPS FUNFAIR STATIONS – 5:15 – 6:50

SCHOOLCASHONLINEGAMECARDOPEN 11:59pmONMAY30TH

ONSITEGAMECARDSALES – 1 Card $5.00
RCPS FUNFAIR PRIZE TABLE – 5:30 – 7:00

FREEWITHREDEMPTIONOFGAMECARD
RCPS FUNFAIRMOVIE PRIZE – 7:00WINNERANNOUNCED

FREEWITHREDEMPTIONOFARCPSPUNCHEDGAMECARD
WHEELOFUNFORTUNATE – 15MIN INTERVALS,WITHROTATIONOFSCHOOLSTAFF

ONSITE SALESOF $2.00 PERSPIN
JELLYBEAN/GUMBALLGUESS – 5:00 – 6:45

ONSITE SALESOF $1.00 PERGUESS
FACEPAINTING – 5:00-7:00

GAMECARDPARTICIPATIONPUNCHOR $1.00DONATION

OTHER
RAFFLEBASKETS – 5:00 – 6:30
SCHOOLCASHONLINEOPENUNTIL 11:59 PMMAY30TH

ONSITE SALESAVAILABLE – TICKET PRICE PACKAGEDEALSAVAILABLE
SILENTAUCTION– 5:00 – 6:45

All timelines are approximate and we appreciate your flexibility and patience as it is our first



Class Placement Process

It is hard to believe butwe are already starting to plan our organization for the 2023-2024 school year. If you are
planning amove to another school this summer, or knowof someonemoving into our school area, please notify the
office as soon as possible. In the past,we have received some class placement requestswhich canmake class
building very difficult and sometimes hinder the process. As a result, wewill not be taking any class placement
requests for September 2023. If your child has some exceptional circumstances that require considerationwhen
doing class placements, please emailme directly at reena.anand@ugdsb.on.ca

Please know thatwhen placing your child in a class,we consider a variety of factors including their learning style
and needs and supportive learning friendships. Class building is a lengthy process that is given a great deal of
thought and time by staff. Thank you for recognizing thatwe do our very best for each and every student. As a
courtesy, I have included the tentative school organization for the 2023-2024 school year. As new students come in
andmove, our organization could change again bymid Septemberwhen the board’s fall reorganization occurs. K, 1,
2, 3/ 4, 5, 5/ 6, 6, 7, 7, 7/8, 8, 8. In French Immersion,we have advocated for a 6, 7 and 8.
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Retirements and Best Wishes

CongratulationsMs. Goetz andMmeChaveswho are retiring this year!Wewish themall the best in their future
endeavors! Thank you for your years of service and contribution in education and support for student success. Your
dedication and commitment to our students and school communitywill bemissed.

We alsowishMs. Cutrone andMr. Bradey all the best in their future positions aswehave been reduced to one
Kindergarten class next year. Thank you for all your dedication to our students and school community!

Thank you toMs. Pitcher,Mr. Johnson andMs. Tuckwell for your hardwork and dedication to teaching and learning
this year as long termoccasionals. We value all you have done for our students and running clubs to enrich their
experiences.Wewish youwell in your future educational careers and hope to see you back at Rockwood!

Yearbook

Iwant to expressmygratitude to our YearbookChair,Ms. Pitcher and her teamof studentsworking on the
upcoming yearbook. They have risen to the occasion of producingmemories thatwill last a lifetime. Thank you to
Ms. Pitcher for her outstanding dedication in ensuring photos of our students are captured. Thank you to the
amazingRockwood staff for sharing a variety of photos highlighting special learning, events, clubs and activities
this year. Thiswas a big undertaking andwe appreciate the collaborative efforts of staff tomake it happen!
Yearbookswill arrive by the end of June andwill be distributed to studentswho ordered.

Wehave a limited number of copies available for those still looking to purchase a 2023Yearbook! Lifetouch
has opened the order portal until all remaining copies have been sold. Please find the order info belowand
emailMs. Pitcher (olivia.pitcher@ugdsb.on.ca)with any questions.

How to order:
1. Visit https://ybpay.lifetouch.ca/
2. Enter our school's Yearbook IDCode, 13791123
3. Enter your child(ren)'s info
4. Enter payment info as usual for any online order

Pride Month and flag?

Thisweek,we are kicking off PrideMonth. During themonth of June and throughout the year, theUGDSB
supports 2SLGBTQIA+ staff, students and their families by celebrating the joy of identity and centering
2SLGBTQIA+ histories, contributions and excellence in our learning andwork communities. As a public
school district, we are dedicated to building understanding, safety, inclusion and joy of 2SLGBTQIA+ identity
into all of our school andwork communities as part of our commitment to disrupting systemic oppression
and hate in all its forms.

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/VQCMawC88iHJxS9cMLmXag~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRmRMDQP0QbaHR0cHM6Ly95YnBheS5saWZldG91Y2guY2EvVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpkYlCNY2RW6mRuUhdyZWVuYS5hbmFuZEB1Z2RzYi5vbi5jYVgEAAAAAg~~


As in past years, RockwoodCPSwill be proudly flying the pride flag as June is Pridemonth. Some of our
students, staff, parents/guardians and communitymembers identify asmembers of the SLGBTQIA+
community. Flying the Pride flag not only signals that our schools are safe spaces for everyone, it also aligns
with our BoardVision Statement andGuiding Principles of Inclusion and student and staffwell-being in our
Equity Plan.Wewill be showing our acceptance and celebration of the SLGBTQIA+ community during Pride
month by raising the Pride flag.We continue to raise awareness and support equity, diversity and inclusion
of allmarginalized groups.

RCPSGSA

OurGSAwent on a trip to Ross lastweek for the School Board's Inclusion Concert. At The Inclusion Concert
(hosted byRossHigh School) GCVI Symphonic Band, Centennial Concert Band, andRoss Symphonic Band
performed, and then concluded the concert by doing a large-scale joint performance. Standridge, the
composer,was there to conduct them! Itwas incredible to be there to hear and see this historic performance
with other schools from theUGDSB! Thank you to Charles Benyair and SHSM for arranging the performance
and thank you toRossHigh School for hosting. Thismonth, our RCPSGSAmemberswill be reading books
about kindness and friendship in our primary and junior classes. Each day on the announcementswewill
share important PRIDE updates as provided from the school board.

Late Arrivals

A reminder to families that our school day starts at 8:40 a.m.We are findingmany students are arriving daily after
the bell in themorning andmissing extremely important instructional time. This also causes an interruption to
their classeswhile the teacher is instructing. Please arrive before the 8:40 bell and proceed to the back of the
school and enterwith your classes. Weunderstand that studentswhohave appointments etc. and this is to be
expected. We appreciate your support and assistance in setting your children up for success.

Jump Rope for Heart

Thank you, Rockwood families, for continuing to support our JumpRope forHeart event here at Rockwood
Centennial. So far,we have raised $1600.00 forHeart and StrokeResearch and had a great day skipping.
Donations continue to be accepted until June 2 and a portion ofwhat is raised is given back to our school to
purchase sports equipment, electronics, andmore. Thank you toMs.Noel for organizing this event!

Intermediate News

Intermediate (Grade 7&8)AwardsAssemblywill take place on Tuesday, June 20 from 1:30pm-3:00pm.
Recipients of subject and special awardswill be recognized on that day for their significant contributions.
Parents arewelcome to attend. Bring a lawn chair to enjoy the sunshine as the plan is to host it outdoors,
weather permitting.

Grade 8s are preparing for their overnightGrad Trip to Toronto on Thursday, June 8-Friday, June 9! Our
itinerarywill be packedwithMuseumof Illusions, Ripley's Aquarium, Rec Room, Boston Pizza dinner, Blue



Jays game, Graffiti Alley and Eaton's Center. Therewill be lots ofwalking and fun to be had! We leave at
9:00amonThursday and plan to arrive back at school by 3:00pmon Friday.

Mayor ChrisWhite visits onMonday, June 5 to listen to the sustainability recommendations for the town
from the students in 8B and8C.

New JK Kindergarten Orientation

New JK students for September 2023 have been providedwith an invitation to attend our upcomingKindergarten
orientation on June 9th at 9:00am. Students are also invited to visit a classroomand see their new school andmeet
the amazing staff! Parentswill have an opportunity to hear about Kindergarten in a presentation in the librarywith
the Principal.We look forward tomaking all students and parents feelwelcome at RockwoodCentennial PS!

Kindergarten year end celebration of learning Fri. June 23 from 2-3 pm

TheKindergarten teamwould like to celebrate student learning and songswith an outdoor picnicweather
permitting. If it rains, itwill be in the gymnasium. More informationwill be provided by the teaching team.

Track & Field

Junior Track and fieldwill be run on Tuesday June 6th, the rain datewill beWednesday June 7th.
We run the 100M for all age ranges from9:00 til 10:20 ish the end time is an estimate as the races can take longer
to get through or shorter. The field events are run from 11:15-12:45 and are part of the last block on these days. City
track at theUniversity of Guelph isWednesday June 14th.

Grade 7 Track has been run as an extracurricular after school. City track is on the 8th of June atU ofG.We are
putting together the list of students nowandwewill create the field trip form. Events start at 10:15 and awards end
at 4:30 and parents arewelcome to attend and help supervise. Unfortunately, the grade 8 tripwas planned in
advance of track and the dates conflict so grade 8 studentswill be in Toronto.



Volunteers and School Council -Merci beaucoup a vous!

Thank you to the parentswho attend school councilmeetings to advocate for programs and plan successful

fundraisers to support our school’s educational programs and playground.We are fortunate to have such dedicated

parentswho volunteer their time to organize the snack program, helpwith pizza, subs,milk, scribing for EQAO,

planning graduation aswell as attending trips and helpingwith school activities!

A special thank you to Councilmembers Bianca Chambers -Council Chair, Lisa Ripley- Co-Chair andGradChair,

CathyKeleher- Secretary, Vicki Stump-Treasurer and JennBrink and SamathaMcIntosh aswell asMrs.Wells and

her students for running our incredible snack program!

Wewould also like to thank all of the amazing parent volunteers for their contribution and supportwith school

activities including attending trips, helpingwith pizza, subs,milk, reading programs and our snack program.We

are very appreciative of all of your contributions to helpmakeRockwoodCentennial the best it can be!



Wewish all fathers, grandfathers, and paternal figures a nice Father’s Day on June
18th!

Library Books

Please ensure that you have checked your home for school library books. Theywill have aRockwoodCentennial

stampon the inside of the book. Thank you for your help in returning books before summer break!

Bus Patrols
Our bus patrols help report issues on the bus, both positive and negative, and help to keep

their bus lines quiet and in order in the gymand on the bus.We appreciate their hardwork and

leadership in helping tomanage the bus and help studentsmake good choices. Bus patroller

selection and trainingwill take place in the Fall. Thank you to our outstanding patrols for their

responsibility, hardwork and dedication to their role!

Grade 8 Graduation
We are very excited to share that our Grad committee is working hard to acknowledge our grade 8 graduating
classes of 2023. We are taking great care and consideration to celebrate our students and have a graduation
ceremony on Thursday June 22nd. Parents should have received a letter outlining the event details.

We look forward to celebrating this specialmilestonewith our graduatingRockwood students!

Supporting Early Literacy at home

Werecognize that studentsmay need additional supportwith literacy given the disruption of learning
during the pandemic. Being a proficient reader is an important skill. It impacts everyday experiences and can also
affect self-confidence andmotivation at school. Contrary to oral language skills, reading skillsmust be taught, as
they are not a natural part of humandevelopment.Many early literacy skills can be transferred fromEnglish to
French (or vice versa)whereas some of the skills are important to learn through direct teaching. In early literacy,
staff areworking on developing phonological awareness and helping students to learn to decodewords.



Howcan you support early literacy development at home?
Weunderstand howbusy families are and so it is important to note that a lot of these activities can be done
on-the-go orwith differentmaterials (not just books). Think about your child’s interests and have funwith the
process of learning how to read. If you are looking for ideas, please see below for some tips and activities.

● Play oral games about howmany syllables are inwords (driving in the car, in the grocery store,with themes
- farmanimals, vehicles, etc.) *Syllables = breaking theword into parts (e.g. “SPI/DER” - 2 syllables)

● Playwith rhymes, read books (e.g., Dr Seuss) or sing songs (e.g., Downby the bay)with rhyme and find the
rhymingwords *Rhyming=words that have the same ending sound

● Play “Squish”: You break aword into each of its sounds, saying each sound out loud. Your child then
“squishes” the sounds back together and tells you theword (e.g. “Whatword am I saying? b-l-ue?”

● Online activities and apps to learn the sounds of the alphabet. Focus on learning the different vowel sounds
(e.g. “a” in apple vs in cake). *This iswhen direct instruction becomesmore important because some letter
sounds are different in English than French.

● www.starfall.com is a goodwebsite for helping to support letter sounds, letter blends e.g., “sh, ch, th,wh”
and other rules like “Bossy E” and “Bossy R”

● Encourage your child to read daily, find a regular time for your child to read. Primary Students have access
to virtual reading programs through their classrooms.

● Have a variety of print/textmaterials at varying degrees of difficulty. Ensure you have somebeginner books
with small, simple, repetitive sentences, so they can feel successful. Graphic texts are a great choice because
they are engaging but are not too text-heavy!

● Appreciate their beginning attempts at reading and comment on their progress.
● All of the same reading strategies apply that he/she has been learning in French language, except that some

of the sounds of the letters are different in English and French. (e.g., Stretchy Snake-sounds out theword)
● Don’t discourage themby being critical ofmistakes, but rathermake them comfortablewith taking risks

andmodel how to sound outwords by breaking themdown into sounds.Model errors!
● It’s also very important to continue to read to your child each day, and to discuss and enjoy stories together.

Point to thewords as you read them, so that they can followwith their eyes and begin to recognizewords.
● Flashcards andMemory ormatching games are great to help themmaster sightwords/high- frequency

words,which arewords that children should eventually be able to read quickly (e.g. the, this, where,my,
she, because, said, etc.). Thiswill help them learn to readmore fluently (quickly), which helpswith
comprehension.

● As they begin to express an interest in tackling reading, try reading aloud in unison. Sit side by sidewith a
book of their choosing.Match your reading speed and the volume of your voicewith theirs as you read along
together (it’ll take a little practice:). Have a prearranged signal for them to let you knowwhen theywant to
try a passage on their own, then have you join inwith themagain. As they develop confidencewith simple
books, use this techniquewithmore challengingmaterials. The idea being that as they build confidence,
theywill be comfortable reading to you on their own.

● Your child should also be encouraged towrite grocery lists, notes, cards, emails, to-do lists, short stories, etc.
Whenhe/she is trying to spell, have him/her stretch out theword to hear each sound and think ofwhich
letter(s)make those sounds.

Thanks for your help in continuing to develop literacy skills. See the attached graphic formore information. Please
continue to read dailywith your children to support literacy during the summer holidays!! See the following visual
for suggestions and ideas of reading at home.

http://www.starfall.com



