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 JANUARY PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE          
 
 

I hope you are looking forward to a relaxing holiday with family and friends. We certainly had a 
taste of winter right before the break and I am sure it won’t be the last. When we return in 
January please ensure your child(ren) is dressed appropriately for the various winter conditions 
and send extra socks and mittens to school as students often get wet when playing, building 
and creating in the snow. Our breaks are 30 minutes outdoors so students need to be dressed 
warmly to be comfortable and enjoy the winter weather. 

All of us at Salem PS would like to thank the parent community for providing another wonderful 
Holiday luncheon for the students, staff and community members on December 19th. This year 
the gym was almost filled to capacity and the entire “operation” went smoothly and efficiently. 
We served well over 240 people including staff, students, volunteers and special guests. We 
also raised over $550 in donations for the Children’s Wish Foundation.  As a school community 
we have such a generous spirit and are so supportive of others.   

Also, a big thank you to our staff and students for their wonderful entertainment at our holiday 
concerts on December 20th.  A lot of time and effort went into making this event a true success 
and you could see how proud our students were by the big smiles on their faces (and waves to 
family members in the audience!) 

A very special thank you to Alysha McDonald for her generous donation of $1020 from the 
silent auction that was held at her annual craft show in December. All vendors at the event 
donated to the auction as well as local businesses. It is their way of giving back to the 
community.  These funds will be used to purchase math manipulatives for all of our classes as 
we focus on our math strategy at Salem this year.  

I am looking forward to an exciting new year and wish you all the best for a happy and healthy 
2018.    

Kathy Gossling-Spears 
Principal      
 



 
ABSENCES 
 
 
 

Please continue to call the office and let us know if your child will be absent from school and 
the reason as we have to report illness to the Health Unit.  If your child presents with a fever 
and/or has been vomiting, please ensure they are well before you send them back to school 
prepared for both inside and outside activity. 

SCHOOL SAFETY 

If you are visiting our school, we request that all parents and other visitors enter 
through the front doors and sign in at the office. Also a reminder that supervision begins at 8:30 
am and students should not arrive before this time.  If you wish to visit a classroom, please call 
the classroom teacher and make arrangements in advance.  Thank you for helping us keep our 
students safe.   

TALKING TO CHILDREN 

How many times have you asked your child what they did in school today and they said 
“nothing”? Do you feel that most of the conversations you have with your children are just 
about telling them what to do? Many parents feel this way; life is busy.   

 Giving children opportunities to have conversations is really important for their growth 
and learning. What to do? Children often ask a lot of questions, especially young children. 
Parents answer those questions and the conversation often just ends. How do you keep the 
conversation going? Instead of answering the question what if next time you ask a question 
instead? Consider these questions: What do you think it is? What do you think about that? 
What interests you about that? What do you notice? How do you think that works? If you get a 
one word answer you might make a comment such as, “tell me more”, “I’d like to hear more 
about that” or ask another question.  

Listening carefully is also important when talking to your child. Children respond 
positively if they know they have been heard and that you are interested in what they have to 
say. Use comments to encourage your child to keep talking: “Tell me more about that”, “that 
must have been difficult/interesting”, “it sounds like you had fun”, “you must have felt 
disappointed/frustrated/angry”. Talk while having dinner together, preparing dinner, going out 
for a walk, at bedtime, on the way to school or while standing in the grocery line. Think of 
yourself as a partner in the conversation. 



INCLEMENT WEATHER 

Announcements will be made on the following radio stations in the 
event of bus cancellation: 

Our School is part of Centre Wellington and we are Blue Card. 

1460 AM CJOY - Guelph 

106.1 FM Magic FM – Guelph 

Oldies 1090 AM 

105.3 Kool FM 

96.7 CHYM 

Parents can also check the UGDSB Website posted below for bus cancellations by clicking on the 
link in the yellow box on the home page.  Information will be posted daily on the website by 
6:30 a.m.   

Board website: www.ugdsb.on.ca 

STWDSTS also offers a subscription service that will notify you via email when your child’s bus 
has been cancelled or is delayed. To subscribe go to:  

https://www.findmyschool.ca/subscriptions/login.aspx 

**Please remember if buses are cancelled in the morning they will not run after school. 

PIZZA ORDERS     

All pizza and milk orders have been processed and will begin on Monday, January 8th. This 
round goes until the March break.  

SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS    
                                                                                          
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR ICE RINK 
When the winter weather cooperates, our outdoor rink is one of the things that makes Salem 
Public School such a special place to be. In order to have an ice rink this year, we require several 
volunteers to maintain the ice for us. Lindsey Allan has agreed to coordinate this effort. Please 
call Lindsey at 519-846-1410 if you are willing to serve our school and community in this 
manner. This is a great way for high school students to get some community hours. 

http://www.ugdsb.on.ca/
https://www.findmyschool.ca/subscriptions/login.aspx


Monthly environmental activities to help celebrate our planet 

 

JANUARY is the time to carry out your resolutions!                                                     

“There will be more waste plastic in the sea than fish by 2050” Dame Ellen MacArthur 

It’s a brand new year and the perfect time for positive change. For example, let’s end plastic 
pollution. 

Based on the daily news, it’s never been more critical to increase your environmental efforts.  
This year the Earth Day Network is calling to end plastic pollution. Imagine a future free from 
harmful plastic garbage! Single-use plastics are especially wasteful and many plastics are also 
not properly recycled and take up precious landfill space or pollute our oceans, killing marine 
life and washing up on pristine beaches. Plastic garbage ‘islands’ are appearing in seas and 
oceans all over the world. One of these - the Great Pacific garbage patch, is estimated to be the 
size of Alberta.  

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/great-pacific garbage-patch/  

Tips on how to reduce single-use plastics: 

• Extend your use of cloth shopping bags beyond the grocery store. Use them at all other 
retail stores too. (You can carry purse-sized, reusable folded bags.)   

• Avoid buying over-packaged food. The choice is yours. Do you need to buy the carrots 
that are shrink wrapped on a Styrofoam tray, or can you buy a bundle that is tied 
together with a simple twist tie? 

• Let the restaurants you frequent know that you would them to join the growing 
movement to ban the use of straws. Restaurants, organizations, institutions and schools 
worldwide have gotten rid of plastic straws or implemented a 'serve-straws-upon-
request' policy. 

• Tap water is best. Bottled water can deplete our precious groundwater resources and 
produce unnecessary greenhouse gas emissions through the production and transport of 
plastic bottles. Carry a reusable water bottle instead. 

• Lug a travel mug to your local coffee shop. (The plastic lining makes coffee cups 
unrecyclable, and they all end up in the garbage and in our overflowing landfills.)  

• Write letters to the government asking them to fix a problem that you are concerned 
about such as: mandating the reduction of plastic packaging, banning Styrofoam, or 
promoting research for recyclable coffee cups, etc.   

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/great-pacific%20garbage-patch/


KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION  
 
Important information about Kindergarten registration this January 
 
We’re getting ready to welcome our newest group of little learners to the school! 
 
Kindergarten registration for the 2018-19 school year takes place from January 9 to 19, 2018. 
 
New this year: all Junior and Senior Kindergarten students new to the UGDSB must pre-register 
online. (SK students who are attending UGDSB schools for JK do not need to pre-register 
online).  
 
Pre-registering online between Jan. 9-19 will save families time by allowing you to fill out 
important forms and documentation when it’s convenient for you. 
 
Once you’ve pre-registered online, parents/guardians must go into their child’s home school 
before the Jan. 19th deadline, in order to drop off documentation and complete their 
registration.  
 
Please note that all parents hoping to register their child for JK French Immersion must 
complete their registration document verification by Jan. 19 at 4 p.m. 
 
For more information on how to register and the JK French Immersion selection process, please 
visit www.ugdsb.ca/jkregistration. 
 

   

  

http://www.ugdsb.ca/jkregistration
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