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Principal's Message 

It’s hard to believe this is the final newsletter of the 2017 – 2018 school year, it has gone so quickly! There 
have been so many highlights this year and so many exciting learning opportunities. I’d like to take this 
opportunity to thank our dedicated staff for working hard this year to provide all of our students with a 
safe, engaging, learning environment.  Teachers have gone above and beyond in providing not only rich 
learning experiences in the classroom, but also running so many teams, clubs and experiences. 
 
Some of the highlights from June have been: City Track and Field, the Grade 6 fundraiser BBQ, JK 
Orientation, SK Graduation events, Play Day, the Ultimate Frisbee Tournament, Shark Swims, the Grade 6 
camp trip, Grade 6 Graduation, Grade 4 FI Farewell Picnic, Air Bands, the University of Guelph Basketball 
workshops, Mosa’s African Drumming, Dance Workshops and St. Jean le Baptiste Day! 
 
I’d also like to thank our School Council for the many hours of volunteer work they have put in over the past 
year.  David DiCenzo has led the team so well, keeping us all on track and always going the extra mile.   We 
have an amazing group of parents and I thank them all.  Please see the School Council’s Annual Report that 
is part of this newsletter for a list of all of the council members, what they have accomplished and what the 
plan is for next year. 
 
I’d like to thank all of the families and community members who have volunteered in many different 
capacities. 
 
I also want to thank all of our students for working so hard and playing so well together.  I’m outside on the 
yard every recess and I love the way that Victory students play together. There is always a serious game of 
soccer or soccer baseball, students on the climbers, skipping, running, basketball, and all kinds of 
imaginative play.  
 
We send off each of our French Immersion Grade 4 students and our Grade 6 graduates with our wishes for 
every success as they leave Victory to continue their learning at King George P.S. and Willow Rd. P.S.  
 
The school will be closed to all teachers and myself between July 3rd and August 28th.  If you need to get in 
touch with me please email me at julie.young@ugdsb.on.ca.  Have a happy, safe and relaxing summer 
holiday. I look forward to seeing you on September 4th!   
 
Julie Young 
Principal 
julie.young@ugdsb.on.ca 

mailto:julie.young@ugdsb.on.ca


Front Door 

Just a reminder, the original front doors that face Exhibition Street will once again be used as the main 
entrance to our school. This entrance leads directly to our office floor foyer. The Clarke Street doors will be 
locked during school hours. 
    

Farewell 

We will be going from three French Immersion Kindergarten classes down to two next year, so sadly we 

have to say good-bye to Mme Lewis (who will be teaching FI Kindergarten at Gateway Dr. Public School) and 

Mme Wallace (who has been a big part of Victory for eight years).  They will both be missed terribly.  We 

also say farewell to Mme Kukovica who will be on leave and Mrs. Black and Mme Harrison who were here in 

a temporary capacity covering leaves. We will dearly miss all of the above and thank them for all they have 

done for Victory.   

Welcome 

We would like to welcome Ms. Pagnan to Victory Public School.  Ms. Pagnan will be teaching Grade 1 

English in September.  

September Class Placements 

As mentioned in our last newsletter, we will not be sending home the name of your child(ren)'s teacher 
before September. On the first day of school, (Tuesday, September 4th), children will assemble outside the 
school. In keeping with privacy legislation and our commitment to keeping our children safe, the Upper 
Grand District School Board's policy is that class lists will not be posted in a public place. Teachers will call 
out names of children in their classes prior to entering the building.  

As in recent years, classroom organizations and student placements during the first week of school will be 
tentative until enrollment numbers are confirmed.  

Our tentative organization for next year is as follows:  
 
FJKA         Mme Heather Sabinsky, Mme Sandy Wardell  
FJKB             Mme Alex Duimstra, Mlle Lacey Batenchuk 
JKC  Mrs. Leslie Mifsud, Mrs. Michelle Gillard   
F1A  Mme Nicole Grenier 
F1/2B  Mlle Olivia Vaughan 
F1/2C  Mme Amy Drumm 
1D  Ms. Kelly Pagnan 
F2/3A           M. Pierre Elrick 
F2/3D  Mme Anne-Marie Cauley 
2E  Ms. Monique Cadieux 
F3/4B  Mme Lauren de Rijcke           
3/4C                    Mrs. Emily Ferris 
5/6A           Ms. Andrea Kelly 
                                         
Core French Mme Diana Stephens     
Library  Mlle Sproule 
Planning Mlle Sproule, Mme Diana Stephens, Mme Catherine Valente-Hebecker  
Resource            Mrs. Linda Forster and Mme Erika Doyle 



                              
Principal       Mrs. Julie Young 
Office Coordinator  Mrs. Leslie Hambly 
 

Equity Fund Available to Help 
 
We never want a child to miss out on a field trip or activity due to financial hardship.  If you are going 
through a period where the cost of fieldtrips or other costs for special school events becomes a hardship 
please just let Mrs. Young or your child’s teacher know.  School Council sets aside an Equity Fund that can 
be accessed to cover any of these costs.  Please don’t hesitate to access it if needed. 
 

Terry Fox Flag 
 
We will be flying the Terry Fox Flag during the month of September.  We want to recognize and celebrate 
this amazing Canadian’s Marathon of Hope. 

Jump Rope for Heart 

Thank you to Madame Lewis who organized our Jump Rope for Heart again this year.  The students raised 

$7,557.75! Thank-you to everyone who took part. 

Medications 

If your child has medication at the school, please be sure to pick it up on June 28th and bring it back to the 
school by the first day of school.   

Privacy 

June is a month of school celebrations. We know that many families like to record special events, and that 
these souvenirs will become even more cherished over time. To respect the privacy of all families, please do 
not post photos or videos of other children on social networks like Facebook or YouTube. Thank you for 
your consideration.  

Final Assembly  

Our final assembly will be on Thursday, June 28th at 9:00 a.m. We will be recognizing our Grade 6 grads and 
making some year-end presentations at that time. Families are most welcome to join us!  

Victory Community Garden 

The Victory community garden has been planted and is growing beautifully!  I want to thank Claire Coulter 
and Jeanna Rex for all of their work organizing the plots.  We appreciate the inclusion of student help in the 
process. The students will be excited to see the fruits of their labour in the fall. 

School Council 

 
Please join us at our first fall meeting which will be on Wednesday, September 12th at 6:30 p.m. in our 
school library.  
 



Visitors 

Thank you to all parents and guests for remembering to sign our Visitors' Book, pick up a Visitor's badge and 
check in at the office every time you come into our school. Remember to use the Exhibition Street doors! 

Lunchroom Supervision 

We send our sincere thanks to Sharyn McKee, Jennifer Edmunds and Jane Gellner who have assisted us in 
supervising our children during our breaks over the past school year. We have appreciated your help at 
these busy times!  We have an open position for a supervisor for next year, if you are interested please 
contact Mrs. Young at julie.young@ugdsb.on.ca. 

Last Day 

Please remind your children to bring home indoor shoes, personal belongings and 
extra clothing on Thursday. 

School Supplies 

Before you know it, the Back-to-School advertising and sales will be starting! Sometimes parents wonder 
what their child(ren) will need to bring to school. 

All regular school supplies are provided to students by the school and it is not necessary to purchase 
anything. That being said, some children prefer to have their own materials. In this case, we suggest that 
you keep it simple with materials such as a pencil case, crayons, coloured pencils, glue stick, markers, 
scissors, etc.  

Every student in grades 1 to 6 will be given a student agenda, which is used for communication between 
home and school. If you would like to make a contribution towards the cost of the agenda we welcome a 

suggested donation of $5.00. 

The only items children need to bring from home are extra shoes for indoor use, a backpack, and a lunch 
box. 

 

 

Are You Moving? 

This is a reminder to let us know if your child will not be returning to our school, or will be switching from 
French Immersion to English, in September. This information is very important as we make class lists and 
organize our staffing for September 

 

 

 



Congratulations on your EcoSchool certification this year! 

Thank-you to Mrs. Ferris and her Green Team for helping our school achieve gold! 

 This is no small accomplishment, and your staff and students’ hard work is to be highly commended. The 

board is very proud of your commitment to this program, which not only promotes school-wide 

environmental stewardship, but also reaches the individual student and empowers them to be leaders in 

their school, and take their learning home to the wider community. Environmental stewardship is becoming 

an ever increasing vital issue, and thanks to everyone for encouraging and supporting their school's efforts. 

100% of our elementary and secondary schools certified this year! AMAZING! Click the following link to read 

what the CBC KW says about us! "Upper Grand first public school board in Ontario to earn full eco 

certification" 

    

For your individual schools results and feedback, your EcoSchool Lead can log into the EcoSchools Website. 

 Your sticker will be arriving at your school soon, to be affixed on your EcoSchool plaque, which I hope you 

will display in a prominent place in your school. Also, your accomplishment will soon be added to your 

school’s website. We hope this helps you share your accomplishment with your school community and raise 

awareness of the importance of environmental education. 

Wishing you continued success, 

Karen  

P.S. Spend lots of time in nature this summer 

Karen Acton 
Environmental Sustainability Lead, UGDSB 
519.822.4420 x719 
     karen.acton@ugdsb.on.ca 
Live Green. Learn Green. Go Green. 
twitter #UGlearngreen   

 

VICTORY SCHOOL COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 

Dear Victory parents, 
It seems so difficult to comprehend but we are already near the conclusion of the 2017/2018 school year. 
It’s certainly happened in a blur. As we head into another summer, know that there is a lot to be proud of 
regarding what our children and our community have accomplished in the past 10 months. 
 
Like our hard-working Victory students, School Council set out to make an impact. And we did just that, 
providing resources, opportunities, and the all-important funds to make activities happen. Here is a 
sampling of initiatives and projects that Council supported in 2017/18: 
• A parent workshop on how to address anxiety at home and in the classroom 
• Pizza Wednesdays and Zoup Fridays 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/kitchener-waterloo/upper-grand-school-board-ecoschools-certification-guelph-1.4706312
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/kitchener-waterloo/upper-grand-school-board-ecoschools-certification-guelph-1.4706312
mailto:karen.acton@ugdsb.on.ca


• Holiday Craft Sale 
• Soiree and Carnavale 
• Author visits 
• Scientists in the Classroom 
• Dance Ed at John F. Ross High School 
• Forest of Reading 
• Enrichment Clusters 
• The 58th annual Victory Dessert Party 
• Community garden 
 
There are more to mention but you should get a sense of School Council’s commitment to enriching the 
student experience. Of course, nothing from this lengthy list would have been possible if not for your 
generosity, time, and money. A small group of Council members attended a Parent Involvement Committee 
meeting a couple months back and we came away from it secure in the knowledge that we have a unique 
group. Not all Councils accomplish what we have and not all schools have the overwhelming support of 
parents. 
 
We are truly fortunate. And we thank you, be it for your time in volunteering, or the money you have 
contributed throughout a year filled with highlights. We set a record for funds raised at the Holiday Craft 
Sale, had an incredibly successful Dessert Party, and we also raised close to $1,000 from a fundraising letter 
campaign, for example. Keep in mind that you can continue to donate online at any time by visiting 
canadahelps.org, selecting Upper Grand Learning Foundation as the destination, and writing “For 
Victory Public School Council” in the Notes section. 
 
We will be back to work early in 2018/19, with a meeting scheduled in September.  It will be a busy year, 
particularly with Victory’s 100th anniversary approaching, and this group felt the need to get started 
immediately after classes commence. We also want to expand Council’s visibility and accessibility for 
existing and new parents, so keep an eye out in the Fall on how we will accomplish that goal. 
 
Your 2017/18 School Council included: Andrea Dubé-Goss, Andrée Jenks (newsletter writer and social 
media coordinator), Beth Ann Valente (Treasurer), Danielle Castledine, Dave Kelly (Food coordinator), Emily 
Hopkins, Jillian Cockburn (Secretary), Jody Bell, Leslie Mifsud, Rachel Cameron, Susan Boyle, and Nicola 
Maggs (Co-chair and organizer of multiple events).  
 
We would like to extend a special thank you to Principal Julie Young and Office Coordinator Leslie Hambly 
for their hard work and support of our efforts, and also to parent Megan Mills for her grant-writing skills. 
 
To everyone in our Victory community, we wish you all the best this summer. Enjoy your break. Explore. 
Have fun. We look forward to reconnecting soon and making the 2018/19 school year another to 
remember. 
Sincerely, 
David DiCenzo 
Victory School Council Chair 
School Council Revenues YTD 2017-2018   School Council Expenditures YTD 2017/18 
Grants - $1,100.00      Events/Committees - $3,213.00 
Dessert Party - $9,351.00     Equity - $510.00 
Craft Sale - $2,463.00       Arts Support - $2,829.00  
Fundraising Letter - $992.00     Physical Fitness Support - $1,200.00 
School Lunches - $7,140.00                    Math/Science Support - $3,204.00 
Other Funds - $1,748.00       Literacy Support - $4,350.00 
       Food - $1,084.00 
       School Resources - $3,543.00 
       Communications - $858.00 
       Admin. - $372.00 



 
 
 
 

5 Minute News from  VPS SCHOOL COUNCIL 

2018 DESSERT PARTY !!!!!! 
BBQ and Desserts • Silent auction • Games • Community 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR VICTORY COMMUNITY! IT WAS A 
HUGE SUCCESS! 
WE WANT TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK THE LOCAL BUSINESSES AND 
INDIVIDUALS WHO DONATED FOOD, EQUIPMENT or SILENT AUCTION ITEMS. 
OUR KIDS WILL BENEFIT FROM THEIR SUPPORT AND GENEROSITY! 

 
Play with Clay 
Sweet Shop Downtown Guelph 
Sweet Violets 
Frances Hahn Artist 
Guelph Museums 
Exhibition Park Neighbourhood Group 
Michelle Peek Photography 
Fallowfield Children's Boutique 
Dragon Comics 
Victory Kids Club 
Perpetual Motion 
Bisson Dentistry 
Goss Design Studio 
Ellie Jenks 
Guelph Grotto 
Megan Mills 
Triangle Sewing Centre 
Jennifer Edmunds 
Janine Busiman-Wilcox ND 

Gossling Organics 
Ceri Lamplugh Interior Decorating 
Kids Make Guelph 
Miijidaa 
Na-ha Thai's Kitchen 
Paulina Zettel ND 
Louise Jessup 
Tamiko Jewellery 
Lucky Dog Fudge 
Ferraro Baking 
The Stone Store 
KW Symphony 
Suzuki School of Music 
Grey Rock Clothing Company 
Twelve Bees Handmade 
Children's Art Factory 
Simply Wonderful Toys 
Carte Blache Custom Design Studio 
Blithe Goods 

Ines Mazzotta Interior Design 
Larisa Morton 
Dave Kelly 
Amanda Burrows 
Brandy Cannady 
Hush 
Kathleen Sou Hair Artists 
The Wooly 
Persephone's Wardrobe 
Piller’s 
Lighthouse Lemonade 
Home Depot 
Guelph Gryphons 
Barber Rino’s 
Food Basics (Silvercreek) 
Freshco (Speedvale) 
Zehr’s (Eramosa) 
Zehr’s (Paisley) 

 
VICTORY PUBLIC SCHOOL 2018/2019 DATES TO 
REMEMBER 
September 12 SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
Join us in the Victory School library at 6:30 to find out more about School Council. 
Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of every month. Parents are always welcome! 
 
OCT 3, NOV 7, DEC 5, JAN 9, FEB 6, MAR 6, APR 3, MAY 1, JUN 5 
 
September 27 TERRY FOX RUN 
 
October 2 FAMILY WELLNESS SERIES: Parent Engagement Workshop with Ann Douglas 
Join us at Central Public School for a workshop with author and parenting expert Ann Douglas 
on the subject of "Big Picture Parenting," focusing on parenting strategies and mindful parenting. 
Presented in collaboration with Central School Council. More details to come. 
 



October 24 FAMILY WELLNESS SERIES: "Screenagers" Film 
Join us for a screening of the award-winning documentary, "Screenagers" which tackles the 
subject of kids, technology, and the challenges that families are facing around digital media 
and screen-time. Presented in collaboration with Central School Council, Exhibition Park 
Neighbourhood Group and the Guelph Film Festival. More details to come. 
 
December 6 HOLIDAY CRAFT SALE 
Nothing to do with the kids on summer vacation? Start a craft stockpile for the Holiday Sale! 
 
February 8 VALENTINE’S DAY DANCE 
 
February 13 VICTORY SOIREE 
 
April 26 DancED PERFORMANCE....You don’t want to miss this! 
After 2 weeks of working on amazing dance routines the entire Victory 
School dance company will be ready to shine! 
 
May 16 The 100th Anniversary DESSERT PARTY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SAFE SUMMER! 



See  

 

12 Ways to Make Sure Your Kids (and You) Get 
your Dose of VITAMIN ‘N’ this Summer!   

The benefits are clear. Now, more than ever, we can feel good about getting kids and 
ourselves outdoors and into Nature. Sometimes we need a boost or a new idea, so 
here’s a list of ways to get a dose of Vitamin N:  
 
 Put nature on the calendar. If you plan the family’s sports commitments and vacations in 

advance, do the same for time spent in nature.  

 Don’t tear down the tree, build up the kid. International play expert Joe Frost says the 
number one reason kids get hurt climbing trees is because they don’t have the upper body 
strength to hold onto the branch. Think of manageable risk as an opportunity to build 
strength and resilience in your kids. 

 Take a city hike. In urban neighbourhoods, take your day packs, water and digital cameras 
and go look for nature. 

 Moon walk.  Walk by balmy summer moons with katydids singing and lightning bugs 
flashing - there is much magic in the natural world and most of it is free! 

 Go backyard camping. Buy the kids a tent or help them make a canvas tepee, and leave it 
up all summer.  

 Plant a backyard, community or high-rise vegetable garden. If your children are little, 
choose seeds large enough for them to handle and that mature quickly, including 
vegetables.  

 Go Native. Replace part of your lawn with native plants. Create a backyard butterfly 
pollinator garden.  

 Go Wildsnapping.  Landscape photography is a great way to experience nature.  

 Enroll your child in a nature preschool or other nature-based school.   

 Start or Join a Family Nature Club.  

 Visit a park.  Parks Canada now offers free admission to youth under 17 years. Ontario 
Parks is celebrating 125 years and has many events planned. Check out their websites and 
be sure to visit a park this summer! 

 

https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/index
https://www.ontarioparks.com/en
https://www.ontarioparks.com/en


 Be a force for balance.  For every dollar invested in the virtual, invest at least another 
dollar in the natural. Limit access to texting, computers, and TV part of the day or 
week. Schedule Saturday as a “Smartphone and iPad-Free Outdoor Play Day” for kids and 
parents.  

Adapted from: http://www.childrenandnature.org/ 

Summer Fun 

We wish all families a happy summer break and look forward to seeing you in September! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.childrenandnature.org/


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


