Westwood Public School
January 2018 Newsletter
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE:

Happy New Year!  It’s been an extremely cold start to 2018. Students will be outside
twice a day for recess for 20 minutes at a time.  Please ensure they have warm outdoor clothing and
boots so they can enjoy playing outdoors.  There are many extra hats, mittens and scarves at the
office for students if they need.  If the extremely cold temperatures continue, we will shorten or cancel
outdoor time.
As a reminder, we are trying online pizza orders.  Pizza will be delivered to classrooms on Thursdays
and Fridays and parents can order online for the entire month.  If ordering on line is a challenge,
please send money for the week with your child on Tuesday or Wednesday and they can purchase
pizza for the week.  Pizza orders will be taken inside the primary doorway beginning at 8:40am on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  Instructions for online ordering can be found at the end of this
newsletter.
Over the holidays our community has made great use of the Westwood hill.  Individual classes will
definitely spend time sledding in the new year.  We review safety with students prior to going out onto
the hill and sledding is not allowed during recess time.  Although it is not mandatory, you are more
than welcome to send a helmet in with your child for sledding.
As always, please feel free to contact me at the office or by email if you have any questions, concerns
or comments.
Sincerely,
Tara Topping
tara.topping@ugdsb.on.ca

HIGH SCHOOL PARENT INFORMATION NIGHTS FOR GRADE 8 STUDENTS:

Guardians and students are welcome to attend the following Parent Information Nights:
GCVI  on Thursday January 11th at 6 pm.
College Heights January 18th 6:30pm.
These information nights are evenings where you will have the opportunity to hear about all of the
Grade Nine courses offered at each of the Secondary Schools and will provide you some guidelines
to help you choose the appropriate courses for your son or daughter.  You will also be able to tour the
schools and see some of the classes.
Representatives from GCVI and College Heights will be visiting Westwood (later in the month) to talk
to students about course selection and various pathway options.  Students will be entering their
course selections on My Blueprint and information will come home to parents.  If you have questions
or concerns, please contact your child’s homeroom teacher.

SCHOOL COUNCIL:

We hope to see you at this month’s meeting on Thursday January 11 at 6:45pm in the community
room.

PD DAY:

Reminder of our next PD Day on Friday, January 26, 2018.  There is no school for students on this
day.

BOYS’ INTERMEDIATE VOLLEYBALL:

Our intermediate boys’ volleyball team did a great job at our tournament.  Mr. Collier is very proud of
their hard work and great attitudes.  Way to go boys!

GIRLS INTERMEDIATE VOLLEYBALL:

Our girls’ intermediate volleyball team played a tournament at Mitchell Woods.
The players put tons of hard work into the daily practises and it paid off during the
games.  We are very proud of how each one of you supported and encouraged
each other. Mrs. Parsons and Ms. Campbell are proud of your play and
dedication!

WESTWOOD SAFETY PATROL:

Students on our Westwood Safety Patrol Team perform a very important duty each and every day of
the school year. It is their responsibility to look out for the safety of our students as they walk to and
from school. In order for this to happen, patrols need the respect and cooperation of all Westwood
students. As parents, you can help by encouraging your child to obey safety patrols at all times and
use the patrolled crosswalks. It is also important to listen to our adult crosssing guards.  Their goal is
to keep our children and families safe from the busy traffic along Willow Road.  Once the walk sign
turns to flashing orange, the crossing guards will stop people and have them wait until the light
changes.  Please be patient and wait for the walk signal.  Waiting a few moments will ensure your
children get home safely.
Safety Patrol Students patrol at the following crosswalks at the following times:
Rhonda & Willow, and Westwood’s Parking Lot at
8:35-8:50 & 3:10-3:20.
Note: On extremely cold days when the temperature reaches -25 or less including windchill, safety
patrol students will only be on post 5 minutes before the morning bell (8:45-8:50) and five minutes
after the dismissal bell (3:20-3:25).

FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION:

Kindergarten Registration will be held January 9-19, 2018.  Eligible students for
the Junior Kindergarten program were born in 2014  and students registering for
Senior Kindergarten were born in 2013.
Please note: students currently in Junior Kindergarten do not need to register for
Senior Kindergarten.  Please visit the following website to register your child:
www.ugdsb.ca/kindergarten/registration/

Following direction from the website, you will need to bring the following to the school:
1. Proof of Age (child’s birth certificate or passport)
2. Proof of Immunization (Health Record card)
3. Proof of residency identifying parent/guardian’s current home address (e.g.  utility/tax bill, bank
statement, purchase/lease agreement)
4. Verification of date or arrival/immigration documents (if child was not born in Canada)

DATES TO REMEMBER

Jan. 8   Return to School
Jan. 9   JK Registration
Jan. 11 Grade 8 GCVI Parent Night
Jan. 11 School Council 6:45pm
Jan. 16 Grade 3&4 River Run Trip 1:00pm
Jan. 18 Grade 8 Parent Information Night at College Heights
Jan. 19 Last day for Kindergarten Registration
Jan. 26 PD Day no school for students

FROM THE PROGRAM DEPARTMENT
Talking to children
How many times have you asked your child what they did in school today and they said
“nothing”? Do you feel that most of the conversations you have with your children are just about
telling them what to do? Many parents feel this way; life is busy.
Giving children opportunities to have conversations is really important for their growth and
learning. Children often ask a lot of questions, especially young children. Parents answer those
questions and the conversation often just ends. How do you keep the conversation going? Instead of
answering the question, what if next time you ask a question instead?  Consider these questions:
●
●
●
●
●
●

What do you think it is?
What do you think about that?
What interests you about that?
What do you notice?
How do you think that works?
If you get a one word answer make a comment such as, “tell me more”, “I’d like to hear more
about that” or ask another question.

Listening carefully is also important when talking to your child. Children respond positively if
they know they have been heard and that you are interested in what they have to say. Use comments
to encourage your child to keep talking: “Tell me more about that”, “that must have been
difficult/interesting”, “it sounds like you had fun”, “you must have felt disappointed/frustrated/angry”.
Talk while having dinner together, preparing dinner, going out for a walk, at bedtime, on the way to
school or while standing in the grocery line. Think of yourself as a partner in the conversation.

Monthly environmental activities to help celebrate our planet

JANUARY is the time to carry out your resolutions!
“There will be more waste plastic in the sea than fish by 2050”
Dame Ellen MacArthur

It’s a brand new year and the perfect time for positive change. For
example, let’s end plastic pollution.
Based on the daily news, it’s never been more critical to
increase your environmental efforts. This year the Earth Day
Network is calling to end plastic pollution. Imagine a future free
from harmful plastic garbage! Single-use plastics are especially
wasteful and many plastics are also not properly recycled and
take up precious landfill space or pollute our oceans, killing
marine life and washing up on pristine beaches. Plastic garbage
‘islands’ are appearing in seas and oceans all over the world.
One of these - the Great Pacific garbage patch, is estimated to
be the size of Alberta.
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/great -pacific-garbagepatch/

Tips on how to reduce single-use plastics:










www.wuft.org

Extend your use of cloth shopping bags beyond the grocery store. Use them at all
other retail stores too. (You can carry purse-sized, reusable folded bags.)
Avoid buying over-packaged food. The choice is yours. Do you need to buy the carrots
that are shrink wrapped on a Styrofoam tray, or can you buy a bundle that is tied
together with a simple twist tie?
Let the restaurants you frequent know that you would them to join the growing
movement to ban the use of straws. Restaurants, organizations, institutions and
schools worldwide have gotten rid of plastic straws or implemented a 'serve-strawsupon-request' policy.
Tap water is best. Bottled water can deplete our precious groundwater resources and
produce unnecessary green house gas emissions through the production and transport
of plastic bottles. Carry a reusable water bottle instead.
Lug a travel mug to your local coffee shop. (The plastic lining makes coffee cups
unrecyclable, and they all end up in the garbage and in our overflowing landfills.)
Write letters to the government asking them to fix a problem that you are concerned
about such as: mandating the reduction of plastic packaging, banning Styrofoam, or
promoting research for recyclable coffee cups, etc.

