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Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Thanks to all of those who were able to make it to our Open House/Meet the Teacher night. We 
hope you had an opportunity to meet your child’s teacher/s and ask any questions you may 
have. Our home and school partnership is critical to our student success and we all need to work 
together to support improvements in all students. 
During this event we attempted to support parents with some of the new technologies that we 
will be using this year. The following new technologies will be used at the school this year: 
 
School Cash Online (this will be used for all school purchases; some exceptions may be in place) 
School Messenger App (this will be used to post newsletters, news items, and calendar events. 
Individual classrooms will also use to send pertinent classroom information) 
Website www.ugdsb.on.ca/willow (all information from website will connect to the Messenger 
App) 
Twitter https://twitter.com/WillowRoadPS (follow us for information on the latest things that 
are happening and to see the amazing learning that's taking place in our building) 
Google classroom (this platform is used by both students and parents to engage in student 
learning. This platform will also be used by some teachers) 
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Given all of these technologies, we will be reducing the content on our newsletters with the 
eventual goal of removing it altogether. The new technologies will provide more up to date 
information and will reflect any changes that may occur over the course of a month. 
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me personally at 
the school. All the best, 
S. Viveiros 
  
First Nation, Métis, Inuit Self-identification 
 
If your child is a member of a First Nation, the Métis or the Inuit, then please consider having 
him or her self-identify. 
Self-identification helps in several ways: 
1. Students will have access to more culturally relevant programming and opportunities for 
unique cultural and academic experiences. 
2. The school system will have an opportunity to focus efforts and resources, as well as an 
increased awareness of the diverse needs of indigenous families. 
3. The school community will have an opportunity for building relationships to increase student 
success and well-being. 
 
Please have come to the office (or have your child do so) to get a card that can be filled in and 
submitted if you wish to self-identify. 
Data will be protected and governed by the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act. 
Share your pride in your heritage! 
 
 
Asthma Friendly Schools Policy 
 
Asthma is a very common chronic lung disease that can make it hard to breathe.  The Upper 
Grand District School Board adopted a new policy in June 2016 to provide support for students 
with Asthma.  If your child has asthma, the policy requires an Asthma Management Plan (AMP) 
to be completed by parents, a child’s doctor and the principal of the school.  A copy of this plan 
is available on the Board’s website under Policy 516.  Parents are requested to complete the 
AMP and return it to the school as soon as possible at the beginning of the school year.   
Authorization for the collection of this information is in the Education Act. The purpose is to 
collect and share medical information and to administer proper medical care in the event of an 
emergency or life-threatening situation. Users of this information may be principals, teachers, 
support staff, volunteers, bus operators and drivers. This form will be kept for a minimum period 
of one calendar year. Contact person concerning this collection is the school principal. 
 
 
 
 



Life-Threatening Allergies 
 
We have children in our school with potential life-threatening allergies to various foods and 
other materials called anaphylaxis.  This is a medical condition that causes a severe reaction to 
food or other materials, and can cause death within minutes.  In recent years, anaphylaxis has 
increased dramatically among students.   
Although this may not affect your child’s class directly, we are letting you know so that you may 
refrain from sending foods to the school that contain peanuts and nuts.  We aim to create an 
allergy safe environment at our school.  
If your child is in a classroom with an anaphylactic child, or your child has anaphylaxis, you will 
be contacted by the classroom teacher.     
Our school has procedures in place to help manage anaphylactic reactions.  If your child has 
health concerns of any kind, please tell your child’s teacher or the office and we will take the 
necessary health protection steps.   
Thank you for your understanding in ensuring an allergy-safe environment for all of our 
students.    
 
 
 
 
 
 


